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mniD  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
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Washington  ^ 

1937 


y  "thb'fruit  am  vbsbtabijs  situation 


k 


^  J^V0  This  is  the  first  issue  of  The  Fruit  and  Vegetable 

*         Situation,  one  of  a  new  series  of  co^odity  repots  recently 

Reserve     inaugurated  by  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  *«>~»«;    ™°  n 
Fruit  and  Vegetable  Situation  will  be  issued  monthly,  and  will 
provide  current  information  on  changes  m  the  factors  ^ch 
affect  the  outlook  for  production  and  prices  of  fruits  and 
vegetables.     The  present  form  of  this  reports  experimental. 
Counts,  criticisms  and  suggestions  are  welcome. 

Summary 

With  f,e  exception  of  grapefruit  and  strawberries,  the  winter 
supply  of  fruits  is  oelow  that  of  a  year  ago  and  prises  for  the  next  few 
months  prot  .hly  Wll  average  so.ev.hat  higher  than  during  the  oorresponding 
period  of  1936.    Supplies  of  grapefruit  and  strawberries  are  indioated  te  be 
oonsiderably  larger  than  those  of  last  year,  and  it  is  probable  that  prioes 
of  these  two  fruits  will  be  maintained  at  somewhat  lower  levels  than  during 
the  corresponding  period  a  year  earlier. 

vegetable  supplies  for  the  late  winter  and  spring  markets  probably 
will  be  plentiful  and  prices  may  average  slightly  under  those  of  the  previous 
season.    Exceptions  to  this  general  tendency  are  found  in  the  shortage  of 
potat.es  and  sweetpotatoes,  and  perhaps  some  of  the  truck  crops  that  were 
damaged  severely  hy  the  recent  freezes'  in  California. 

Prices  of  potatoes  and  sweetpotatoes  arc  now  substantially  higher  than 
they  were  a  year  earlier  and  are  likely  to  continue  to  advance  during  the  next 
2  months.    Prices  of  most  other  vegetables  are  now  slightly  under  those  of 
last  year  and  probably  will'  continue  at  abcut  present  levels. 
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Citrus  Fr-uits 


Prices  of  citrus  fruits  in  general  have  been  somewhat  lower  thus  far 
in  the  current  marketing  season  than  during  the  corresponding  period  of 
last  year.     Improvement  in  consumer  purchasing  power  has  not  been  sufficient 
to  completely  offset  the  price-depressing  effect  of  unusually  large  supplies. 
Carlot  shipments  of  grapefruit  this  season  to  date  have  been  45  percent 
greater  than  a  year  earlier.     Orange  shipments  have  been  10  percent  greater. 
The  largest  crop  of  grapefruit  on  record  is  indicated  for  the  1936-37  season 
and  a  continuation  of  the  relatively  low  grapefruit  prices  is  in  prospect. 
The  recent  freezes  in  California  are  an  extremely  important  development  in 
the  outlook  for  orange  and  lemon  prices  for  the  balance  of  the  present 
marketing  year.      If  the  freeze  damage  is  as  extensive  as  preliminary 
estimates  indicate,  the  California  crops  will  be  reduced  materially  and  prices 
of  oranges  and  lemons  may  be  expected  to  average  higher  during  the  remainder 
of  the  marketing  season  than  they  have  to  date. 

The  following  table  presents  the  Crop  Reporting  Board's  estimate  of 
the  1936-37  citrus  crops  as  of  January  1,   1937)  with  comparisons. 

Citrus  fruits:     Indicated  1936  production  on  January  1,  1937  with 

comparisons 


Production  1/ 


Crop  and  State 

: Indicated 

:  1935 

:  Average 

j  ml  

:  1923-32 

:1,000  boxes 

1,000  boxes 

1 , 000  boxes 

Oranges : 

:  '  37,684 

33,049 

33,022 

:  22,500 

18,530 

Navels  and  Misc  

15,184 

14,469 

:  21,200 

18,000 

15,010 

Early  and  midseason  . . . 

:  12,000 

9  ,600 

Valencias   

:  6,500 

6,300 

2,700 

2,100 

1 ,  600 

747 

292 

635 

_A37 

492 

Total  seven  States  2/ 

61,119 

 52.j28_3_.__ 

4~8  ,816 

Grapefruit : 

:         17 ,500 

11,500 

11,657 

:  5,700 

4,000 

11,800 

7,500 

:  2,343 

2,267 

1,209 

:  6,790 

2,741 

1,457 

1 ,  750 

1,800 

408 

:  28,333 

18,303 

14,730 

Lemons : 

:   3/  8,316 

7,787 

7,251 

1/  Relates  to  crop  of  bloom  of  year  shown;  picking  beginning  November  1  in 
California  and  September  1  in  other  States.         2/ Net  contents  of  boxes  varies. 
In  California  and  Arizona  the  approximate  average  for  oranges  is  70  pounds  net 
and  grapefruit  60  pounds;   in  Florida  and  other  St.-tes  oranges  90  pounds,  and 
grapefruit  60  pounds;  California  l&aoi.S  about  76  pounds  net. 
__/  December  1  forecast. 
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These  figures  indicate  that  unusually  large  crops  of  all  citrus  fruits 
were  in  prospect  on  January  1,  1937  •■   Severe  freeze  damage  in  California  since 
the  first  of  January,  however,  has  reduced  the  crops  in  that  State  materially. 
Preliminary  estimates  of  the  damage  (as  of  January  22)  indicate  that  the 
California  crop  of  Navels  and  miscellaneous  oranges  will  "be  about  one-fourth 
less  than  the  January  1  estimate;  the  crop  of  Valencias  one-third  less;  grape- 
fruit and  lemon  harvests  almost  one-third  less.     If  the  actual  damage  is  as 
great  as  indicated,  the  total  United  States  orange  crop  will  be  about 
2,000,000  "boxes  less  than  last  year.     The  lemon  crop  will  also  be  less  than 
that  of  last  year  by  about  2,000,000  boxes.     The  reduction  in  the  California 
grapefruit  crop  will  not  appreciably  reduce  the  total  crop,   so  that  the  outlook 
is  still  for  a  record  production  of  grapefruit  this  season. 

In  the  following  table  prices  of  the  various  citrus  fruits  for  the  first 
part  of  the  current  season  are  compared  with  those  of  corresponding  periods  of 
last  year. 


Citrus  fruit; 


Fr±ce  per  box  at  New  York 
periods 


and  Chicago , sp ecified 


Av.  1st. 

:  Ave rage 

: Average 

:Av.  1st. 

: Average 

: Average 

Crop  and 

nrrket 

half  sf 

;  Dec. 

:  Nov. 

:half  of 

:  Dec. 

:    Nov . 

: Jan. 1937 

:  1936 

:  1936 

: Jan. 1;36 

:  1935 

:  1935 

N.  y7T 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

^Dollars  _ 

Dollars^ 

Dollars 

Oranges  - 

Calif.  s 

Navels 

:  3-17 

2.93 

3-95 

3.05 

3-43 

3.92 

Fla. 

:       2.  95 

2.33 

2.72 

2.90 

2.84 

3.12 

Grapefruit 

Fla.  . 

2.22 

2.10 

1.99 

2.67 

2.39 

2.84 

Lemons  - 

Calif  . 

5.13 

3.85 

4.39 

5.06 

6.45 

5.73 

Chicago : 

Oranges  - 

Calif. , 

Navel s 

!  3.23 

2.91 

3.61 

3.13 

3.41 

3-78 

Fla. 

:  2.93 

2.46 

2.71 

3.00 

3.01 

3.07 

Grapefruit 

Fla,  . 

2.00 

1.80 

2.06 

2.55 

2.00 

2.59 

Lemons  - 

Calif . 

5-46 

4.14 

4.47 

5.43 

6.20 

5.72 

Carlot  shipments  indicate  that  market  supplies  of  grapefruit  this  season 
have  "been  about  45  percent  greater  than  a  year  earlier.     These  larger  supplier" 
have  resulted  in  lower  grapefruit  prices  despite  improved  consumer  purchasing 
power.     While  prices  of  or  .nges  and  lemons  have  averaged  somewhat  less  so  far 
this  season  than  for  the  same  period  last  year,  the  decrease  has  not  been  as 
great  as  in  the  case  of  grapefruit,       Carlot  shipments  of  oranges  to  date  exceed 
shipments  of  a  year  earlier  by  only  10  percent,  and  shipments  of  lemons  have 
"been  slightly  less  this  season  than  last  season.     Heavy  supplies  of  grapefruit 
are  in  prospect  for  the  remainder  of  the  season,  accompanied  by  a  continuation 
of  the  relatively  lew  prices.     The  reduction  in  the  California  orange  crop 
will  undoubtedly  result  in  higher  orange  prices,   particularly  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  season  when  market  supplies  are  made  up  almost  entirely  cf 
California  Valencia  oranges- 
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Apples 

Apple  prices  during  the  past  few'  month's  have  "been  at  higher  levels  than 
during  any  similar  period  since  the  1930-31  season.     Stocks  of  apples  in 
storage  on  December  1,  1936,  were  about  13  percent  below  average  and  supplies 
during  the  remainder  of  the  marketing  year  will  be  relatively  small.     In  view 
of  these  small  supplies,  and  with  continuing  improvement  in  consumer  demand, 
it  is  expected  that  apple  prices  will  make  a  greater- than- usual  rise  during  the 
remainder  of  the  marketing  year* 

The  mover. ent  of  apples  into  storage  is  usually  completed  by  December  1, 
so  that  storage  stocks  on  that  date  indicate  the  supply  of  apples  available 
for  consumption  during  the  winter  and  spring  months.    On  December  1,  1936, 
total  storage  stocks  of  apples  were  reported  at  26,500,000  bushels,  20  percent 
less  than  the  stocks  on  December  1,  1935,  and  13  percent  below  the  1926-35 
average.    Of  the  total  December  1  stocks  this  season,  about  12,300,000  bushels 
were  eastern  apples  and  13,300,000  bushels  western  apples,  compared  with  the 
10-year  average  of  13,500,000  bushels  of  eastern  apples  and  15,300,000  of 
western  apples.     During  the  month  of  December  the  movement  of  apples  out  of 
storage  reduced  the  total  stocks  by  about  15  percent,  as  compared  with  the 
1932-55  average  December  reduction  of  13  percent.     If  this  greater- than-average 
rate  of  out-of- storage  movement  continues,  supplies  of  apples  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  marketing  year  will  be  extremely  small. 

The  average  price  of  apples  received  by  growers  at  local  markets  on 
January  15  was  110.9  cents  per  bushel  compared  with  106.0  on  December  15,  and 
81. 3  on  January  15,  1936.     In  the  Pacific  Coast  Statos  the  grower  price  ranged 
from  pF  to    '5  cents  per  bushel  and  in  the  other  -principal  producing  regions 
from  110  to  135. 

The  weighted  average  auction  price  of  western  apples  at  New  York  was 
$2.21  per  box  in  December  and  $2.09  in  November,  compared  with  $1.84  and  $1.93 
for  the  same  months  a  year  ago.     On  the  Chicago  market  western  apple  prices 
averaged  $1.55  in  December  and  $1.86  in  November,  compared  with  $1.39  and 
$1.54  in  December  and  November  of  1935. 

The  following  table  shows  prices  of  eastern  and  western  apples  by 
varieties  on  the  New  York  and  Chicago  markets  this  season  with  comparisons. 
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Apples:    L. c*l»  jobbing  and  auction  pricea  per  "bushel  by  varieties, 

specified  periods 


Market  ai  q.  variety 


Jan.  1937 
1st  week 


1936 


Nov.  :  Jan.  1935  :  Dec.  :  Nov. 
1936  :  1st  week  :  1935  :  1935 


Dollars      Dollars  Dollars  Dollars    Dollars  Dollars 


Eastern  -apples  £Uc»l. 

jobber  prices): 
N.Y.  market- 

Greeninrs  -N.Y  

Baldwins  -N.Y  

Yorks  -  Va  

Lie  Into  sh  -  Mass  

Chicago  narket- 

Mclntosh  -  Mich  

Greenings  -  Mich  

Delicious  -  Mich  

Western  apples  (auction 
prices) : 
N.Y.  market- 

Delicious  -  77a sh  

Hones  -  Wash  

Spitzenberg  -  Wash.  ,  .  . 
Chicago  narket- 

Delicious  -  Wash  

Hones  -  Wash  

Jonathan  -  Wash  


1.30 

1.33 

1.36 

1.12 

1.06 

1.00 

1.38 

1.37 

1.20 

1.04 

.93 

.72 

1. 46 

1.  45 

1.21 

.  92 

—  —  «• 

1. 98 

2. 01 

2, 10 

1.  35 

1. 38 

1,  45 

1.7Q 

1. 74 

1.70 

1. 28 

1.  36 

1. 26 

1.38 

1.42 

1.39 

1.12 

1.22 

1.04 

1.88 

1.69 

1.68 

1.17 

1.27 

1.07 

2.33 

2.  26 

2.24 

1.63 

1.93 

2.01 

1.87 

1.80 

1.89 

1.  66 

1.79 

1.63 

1.79 

1.76 

1.97 

1.  59 

1.63 

1.84 

2.06 

1.92 

1.93 

1.40 

1.43 

1.49 

1.57 

1.56' 

1.59 

1.57 

1.35 

1.59 

1.92 

1.54 

1.56 

1.17 

1.11 

1.43 

Strawberries 

The  largest  production  of  strawberries  since  1933  is  forecast  for 
Florida,  the  earliest  shipping  State.     This  year's  crop  is  expected  to  be  45 
percent  greater  than  the  crop  of  last  year.     Strawberry  acreage  in  the  early 
States  which  market  their  product  after  the  Florida  season,  is  estimated  to  be 
about  14  percent  greater  than  that  of  last  year,  but  still  almost  14  percent 
below  the  1928-32  average.     Carlot  shipments  through  January  16  this  year 
totaled  205  cars,  compared  with  59  to  a  corresponding  date  in  1936.  Frices 
are  now  below  those  of  a  year  ago,  and  it  is  probable  that  they  will  decline 
sharply  during  the  next  few  months.     On  the  New  York  market,  Florida  straw- 
berries sold  at  14  cents  per  pint  (l.c.l.  basis)  on  January  15,  1937,  compared 
with  17  cents  on  January  15,  1936. 

The  following  tabulation  shows  estimates  of  the  1937  acreage  and  pro- 
duction of  early  strawberries,  with  comparisons: 


Acreage 

Production 

States  ! 

1937 

'•     iQ'zfi    •  5-yr.  av.  : 
:     iy<5°  :1928-32 

1937 

'  1936 

;5-yr.  av. 
:  10  28- 32  / 

1,000 

1 , 000 

1,000 

:  Acres 

Acrer;  Acres 

crates 

crates 

crates 

Fla.   

'.  9,200 
!  29,200 

8,900  7,300 
25,650  33,970 

644 

445 

523 

1,605 

1,915 
 ,  . — 
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Potatoes 

Owing  to  the  small  supply  of  1936  late  potatoes  going  into  storage 
for  winter  and  spring  marketings,  potato  prices  advanced  sharply  during 
the  last  month,  and  indications • are  that,  aside  from  minor  recessions  from 
time  to  time,  the  sharp  upward  trend  will  continue  during  the  next  2  or  3 
months.    The  peak  in  prices  for  the  1936-37  season  is  expected  to  be 
reached  about  the  middle  of  April,  at  which  time  it  is  not  unusual  for 
heavy  supplies  of  new  potatoes  to  move  from  the  Southern  States.    Prices  of 
early  potatoes  probably  will  average  somewhat  higher  than  a  year  earlier. 


The  supply  of  all  potatoes  for  the  first  half  of  1937  is  now  indi- 
cated to  be  the  smallest  since  1930,  when  there  were ' unusually  small  Jan- 
uary 1  stocks  of  old  potatoes  and  a  relatively  small  production  of  »ew  pota- 
toes.   The  inc_L  oat  ions  are  that  only  about  78,000,000  bushels  of  old  potatoes 
were  in  country  warehouses  on  January  1,  1937,  and  early  reports  from  growers 
in  the  Sou  h        States  which  market  nearly  ail  of  the  new  crop  before  July 
1  indicate  that,  with  average  growing  conditions,  the  early  crop  may  approxi- 
mate 26,000,000  bushels.    The  production  range  on;  the  intended  acreage  re- 
ported is  from  18,000,000  to  30,000,000  bushels,  the  actual  size  of  the  early 
crop  dependi:^  upon  growing  conditions,     On  the  basis  of  this  information, 
the  prospecti/e  total  supply  of  potatoes  for  the  "first  6  months  of  1937  is 
slightly  in  excess  of  104,000,000  bushels,  compared  with  124,700,000  bushels 
available  for  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year,  and'  the  1928-32  average 
of  121,500,000  bushels.  '  - 

Potatoes:    Acreage  and  production  of  early  crop  and  January 
1  stocks  of  old  crop,  1937  with  comparisons 


Acreage 

Production 

stocks 

5-yr.  av. 

1928-32 

;1936  : 

1937  : 

5-yr.  a?. 

1928-32 

:  '  1936  : 

1937 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

1,000  bu. 

1,000  bu. 

1,000  bu. 

Fall 

2,400 

1,700 

2,100 

120 

85 

147 

Early  ( 

I) 

38 ,400 

29  , 700 

38 ,500 

3,833 

2,807  ' 

Early  ( 

2) 

32,400 

75,900 

98,300 

8,818 

11,955 

Second 

early 

50  ,000 

46  ,000 

55  ,430 

6,243 

4,225 

Total 

4  g: 

'oups 

173,200  1 

53,300 

194,300 

19  ,014 

19,072 

Stocks 

of 

1936  crop 

held  on  Jan.l 

102,520 

.  105,669 

78,011 

The  final  crop  report  for  1936  indicated  a  total  United  States  pro- 
duction of  approximately  330,000,000  bushels  of  potatoes,  or  about  2,000,000 
bushels  less  than  were  reported  in  November.    -The  18  surplus  producing  late 
potato  States  have  240,254,000  bushels,  or  about  31,000,000  less  than  their 
1935  production  and  20,000,000  bushels  below  the  1928-32  average  'crop.    The  I 
eight.  Eastern  States  have  6,500,000  bushels  more  than  in  1935,  and  2,500,000 
more  than  average,  but  the  ten  Central  States  show  a  great  shortage,  nearly 
43,000,000  bushels  less  than  in  1935  and  30,000,000  below  average.  Production 
in  the  twelve  Western  States  is  about  3,500,000  bushels  below  the  1935  crop, 
but  about  5,200,000  bushels  above  the  5-year  average. 
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Wholesale  prices  of  eastern  potatoes  at  New  York  City  advanced  from 
^2.41  per  100  pounds  the  first  week  of  December  to  about  $2.7  7  the  first  week 
of  January.     The./  averaged  $1.72  a  year  ago.     Idaho  Russet  Burbanks  at  New 
York  advanced  from  ^3.23  per  100-pound  sack  to  $3.42  during  the  last  month 
and  now  compare  with  C'2.25  per  sack  a  year  ago.    At  Chicago,  prices  of  northern 
Sound  Whites  averaged  $2.28  per  100-pound  sack  during  the  first  week  of  Janu- 
ary, against  ^1,88  a  month  earlier  and'  $1.19  a  year  ago.    Prices  of  other 
varieties  at  Chicago  followed  the  same  general  trend,  Idaho  Russet  Burbanks 
averaging    ^3.18  per  100-pound  sack  the  first  week  of  January,  compared  with 
$2.53  in  the  corresponding  period  of  December  and  $1.89  in  early  January  1936. 

Shipping-point  prices  and  casli-tp-grower  prices  also  followed  the 
broad  upward  swing  of  terminal  prices  during  the  last  month.    Details  of  these 
changes  in  important  shipping  sections  are  shown  in  the  following  table; 

Potatoes:     Shipping-point  prices,  1937  and  1936. 


F.o.b.  per  100-lb. 

Cash 

-  to-grower 

9 

sack 

bulk 

per  100-lb 

» 

Localit' 

Week  e  ide 

Week  ended- 

Jan ,  r 

,:  Dec.  5 

:  Jan. 11 

Jan .  9 ,  : 

Dec.  5,  : 

Jan. 11, 

1937 

:  1936 

:  1936 

1937  : 

1936  : 

1936 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dc liars 

Presque  Isle, 

He . 

.  2.21 

1.88 

1.16 

2.06 

1.75 

0.97 

Rochester,  N. 

2.16 

1.93 

1.25 

1.73  ' 

1.57 

.93 

Riverheaa ,  L. 

I. 

2.76 

2.33 

2.58 

2.18 

Grand  Rapids, 

Mich. 

2.08 

1.78 

1.06 

1.72 

1.37 

.73 

Waupaca,  Wis. 

2.05 

1.66 

.95 

1.62 

1.30 

.  65 

Idaho  Falls, 

Idaho 

2.38 

1.78 

1.06 

1.95 

1.54 

.84 

New  potatoes  were  moving  from  the  South  at  the  rate  of  5  to  10  cars 
daily,  considerably  more  than  the  movement  of  a  year  ago,  and  Florida  Bliss 
Triumphs  were  returning  shippers  in  the  southern  part  *f  that  State  about 
S2.90  per  100  pounds,  while  wholesale  dealers  in  New  York  received  §3.50  on 
this  new  stock. 

Shipments  of  old  potatoes  reached  nearly  4,000  cars  during  the  last 
week  of  December,  but  decreased  to  about  3,600  cars  the  first  full  week  of 
January  and  were  not  quite  so  large  as  the  output  of  a  year  ago.    The  most 
active  shipping  States  were  Maine,  Michigan,  Colorado  and  Idaho.    By  January 
9,  nearly  80,000  cars  of  potatoes  had  been  shipped  by  rail  or  boat  from  the 
18  surplus  producing  States,  compared  with  67,000  to  the  same  time  last  sea- 
son.   The  larger  rail  shipments  this  ys&v  do  not  indicate  larger  marketings 
but  are  due  to  the  fact  that  production  is  relatively  small  in  nearby  market 
areas  from  which  potatoes  are  usually  moved  by  motor  truck. 
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For  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  the  average  price  to  growers  for 
potataes  advanced  to  $1.22  per  "bushel  "by  January  15,  compared  with  $1.06  on 
December  15,  193^;  about  65  cents  on  January  15,  1936;  an(i  a  1909-13  average 
of  6U  cents  per  bushel.     The  average  of  $1.22  is  the  highest  January  average 
price  to  growers  since  1929. 

Truck  Crops 

Unusually  lew  temperatures  during  the  third  week  of  January  have  been 
reported  in  the  Imperial  Valley  of  California  but  the  full  extent  of  the 
'damage  to  growing  vegetables  has  not  yet  been  determined.     It  is  reported'  • 
that  lettuce  was  badly  frozen,  carret  tops  were  much  discolored  and  the  Delta 
celery  crop  severely  damaged.     On  the  basis  of  information  available  prior 
to  this  freeze,  however,  the  outlook  was  for  plentiful  supplies  of  truck  crops 
in  the  Southern  States  and  California.    With  few  exceptions,  acreages  planted 
were  increased  over  193^  shipments  to  date  have  been  generally  larger  than 

a  year  earlier.     Aside  from  the  effects  of  the  freeze  damage  on  the  crops 
mentioned,  it  is  likely  that  supplies  of  truck  crops  generally  will  be  plentiful 
during  the  remainder  of  the  winter  marketing  season  and  that  pries  -.Till  average 
slightly .under  those  of  a  year  earlier. 

Slightly  larger  acreages  of  vegetables  have  been  planted  this  year  in 
Cuba,  Puerto  Rico  and  Mexico,  but  weather  conditions  have  not  been  favorable 
for  a  normal  growth  except  in  Mexico.     Heavy  rains  in  Cuba  and  Puerto  Pico  have 
lowered  yields  and  quality.     Exports  to  the  United  States  from  these  three 
areas  combined,  therefore,  may  not  exceed  those  of  last  year,  which  were  about  - 
double  the  small  exports  of  the  1933-3^  season. 

Snao  beans.-  Present  crop  conditions  and  acreages  planted  indicate  a 
production  of  winter  crop  snap  beans  in  Ploriia  U2  percent  above  the  193°  pro- 
duction.    The. acreage  was  reported  to  be  only  7  percent  greater  than  last  year 
but  the  yield  per  acre  is  expected  to  be  one-third  larger.    Present  market 
prices  reflect  the  larger  supplies  available  in  that  they  are  considerably 
under  those  of  a  yeziv  a.go.     Higher  prices  for  early  snap  beans  may  be  expected 
as  the  volume  of  shix-ments  from  Florida  declines. 

Beets. -  The  production  forecast  of  beets  in  Texas,   the  principal  source 
of  the  winter  market  supply,   is  l6  percent  bulow  1936.    Prices  are  likely  to 
rise  and  it  is  expected  that  the  season's  average  will  be  above  that  of  last 
year. 

Cabbage . -  A  large  new  crop  of  cabbage  in  the  Southern  States,  which 
started  to  move  to  market  earlier  and  in  larger  volume  than  a  year  ago,  re- 
sulted in  considerably  Iowl"  prices  in  December  and  January  of  this  season 
than  during  a  corresponding  period  a  year  ago.    Because  of  the  unusually  large 
crop  in  South  Carolina  and  an  early  heavy  movement  from  Texas,   the  seasonal 
decline  occurred  earlier  than  usual  this  year.    Although  prices  declined  on 
both  the  Danish  (193^  crop)  and  the  new  Domestic  type  from  the  South,  declines 
were  much  more  marked  on  the  latter  type.     It  seems  likely  that  most  of  the 
seasonal  price  decline  has  already  occurred  and  that  prices  of  new  crop 
cabbage  may  remain  near  present  levels  until  after  the  peak  of  the  harvest. 
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Stocks  of  Danish-tyoe  ca"b"bage  in  growers'  and  dealers'  hands  on 
January  1,  l_.j7>  were  reported  tc  "be  the  smallest  on  record,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  small  stocks       hand  January  1,  193^- •     Stocks  on  January  1, 
1937.  were  estimated  at  ^9,520  tons,  compared  with  78,18C  tons  last  year 
and  35>  £>70  tons  nn  January  1,  193^«    Production  of  ca.bba.go  in  the  fall  and 
early  States  in  1937  is  indicated  to  "be  350 , 100  tons  compared  with  the  record 
crop  of  353,600  tons  in  193U,     Thus,  it  is  indicated  that  for  the  late  winter 
marketing  period  there  will  be  plentiful  supplies  of  cabbage  and  that  prices 
generally  may  remain  at  about  the  present  low  levels  for  the  next  several 
months. 

On  the  New  York  market  sales  in  late  January  ef  Texas  domestic  round- 
type  cabbage  were  made  at  $1.75  -  $2  per  Lettuce  crate,   compared  with  $2.37^  - 
$2.50  in  December,  and  $1.75  -  $2.25  during  a  corresponding  period  in  January 
1936.     Recent  sales  of  New  York  Danish  stock  were1  reported  at  $20  -  $22  hoik 
per  ton,  about  the  same  price  range  as  in  January  1930.     On  the  Chicago  market 
recent  sales  of  Texas  domestic  round  were  made  at  $1.30  per  Lettuce  crate  com- 
pared with  $1.75  -  $2.15  a  month  earlier,  an!  $1.75  -  $2^  in  January  1936. 

Prices  at  shipping  points  reacted  in  much  the  same  manner,  as  indicated 
by  the  following  table: 


Cabbage:     Shipping  point  prices,  specified  p-.-/iods 


Locality 
and 
tyoe 

Item 

We^k 

ended 

Jan. 23  : 
1977  J 

Dec. 19  : 

19T6  : 

Nov. 21 
1936 

:    wan.  25 
19^6 

Do"1  lars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Western  New  York, 

■Sacked  per 

ton,  f . o.b. 

lU^-l6 

17-20 

17-22 

lU-20 

Brownsville,  Texas, 

.Lettuce  crates, 

Domestic  round  

:f . 0.  d  

:  .6O-.8© 

1.90-1. U5 

.9&-1.00 

Carlot  shipments  of  the  new  Southern  crop  during  the  week  ended  January  23 
totaled  428.  cars,   compared  with  449  the  preceding  week,  and  with  295  during  the 
corresponding  week  in  153^.    A  total  of  2,886  carloads  were  shipped  this  season 
to  January  23.    Up  to  a  corresponding  date  in  193 6  there  were  only  1,779  carloads 
shipped.     Carlot  shipments  of  Northern  Danish  cabhoge  during  the  week  ended 
January  23  totaled  186,  compared  with  256  the  preceding  week,  and  197  f°r  the 
corresponding  week  a  year  earlier. 

Carrets.-  A  decrease  of  18  percent  in  production  of  early  crop  carrots 
from  Arizona  and  Texas  is  indicated.     The  comoined  production  of  early  crop 
from  the  above  States  and  the  California  fall  crop,  however,   is  indicated  to 
be  17  percent  larger.    Prices  probably  will  follow  pretty  much  the  same  course 
as  last  year,  ranging  slightly  higher  as  the  marketings  of  the  large  fall  crop 
are  completed. 


Celery.-      Production  in  the  two  early  States,  California  (spring  crop) 
and  Florida,  is  indicated  to  be  lb  percent  larger  than  last  year.     The  above 
estimate  does  not  take  into  account  any  recent  freeze  damage  in  California. 
The  Florida  crop  is  expected  to  be  19  percent  greater  than  last  year.  Prices 
at  market  centers  on  January  15  were  reported  to  be  slightly  lower  than  last 
year  and  unless  the  freeze  damage  in  California  is  severe,  they  may  be 
expected  to  continue  at  these  lower  levels. 

Onions.-    Onion  prices  at  shipping  points  and  large  terminal  markets 
shov/ed  only  minor  fluctuations  during  the  last  month  with  prices  in  the  first 
3  weeks  in  January  holding  at  practically  the  same  levels  as  a  month  earlier. 
During  November  there  was  a  rather  substantial  rise  in  prices  of  mid-western 
and  eastern  grown  stocks.     7/e  stern  Valencias  have  shov/n  very  little  change 
in  price  at  terminal  markets  since  the  season  low  point  was  reached  in 
October.     In  view  of  the  relatively  large  stocks  of  late  onions  in  warehouses 
on  January  1,   1937)  it  is  expected  that  onion  prices  will  not  show  the  usual 
seasonal  rise,  but  will  change  very  little  during  the  next  month  or  6  weeks. 
Price  movements  in  late  February  and  early  March  will  depend  largely  on 
prospects  for  the  new  crop,  particularly  Texas  Bermudas.  The  preliminary 
estimate  of  acreage  for  the  early  onion  States  is  31  percent  below  that  of 
last  year,  but  5  percent  above  the  1928-32  average  acreage. 

Stocks  of  tho  193c  late  crop  of  onions  on  hand  January  1,  1937?  totaled 
3,605,000  sacks  (100  pounds)   compared  with  3,3SS,000  sacks  a  year  earlier. 
This  year's  January  1   stocks  are  larger  than  in  any  year  from  1929  to  date 
with  the  exception  of  those  on  hand  January  1,  1933. 

Stocks  on  hand  January  1,  are  30. 5  percent  of  the  total  production  in  4 
the  late  States  in  1936,  while  those  on  January  1,  1936,   were  33. 1  percent  of 
the  1935  production.     Production  in  1932  may  be  compared  with  that  in  1936, 
since  the  crop  in  both  years  was  relatively  large.     On  January  1,  1933  stocks 
of  late  onions  on  hand  were  estimated  at  3,958,00°  sacks,  or  32-5  percent  oaf 
the  previous  year's  large  crop.    No  information  is  available  relative  to  1he 
size  of  the  early  onion  crop  but  the  acreage  planted  or  to  be  planted  is 
indicated  to  be  about     31  percent  less  than  in  I936  but  23  percent  larger  than 
in  1933. 

On  the  New  York  City  terminal  market,  yellow  stock  from  western  New  York 
points  sold  recently  at  55-75  cents  per  5° -pound  sack.     A  north  earlier  the 
price  range  was  the  same,  while  in  January  1936,  5°-Pound-  sacks  were  quoted 
at  $1.10  -  $1.35-     Since  October  prices  of  Western  Valencias  have  fluctuated 
very  little  and  within  a  narrow  range.     Recent  sales  were  made  at  $1.05  -$1.15 
per  50-pound  sack.      These  prices  compare  with  $1.55-  $1*65  a-  Year  ago.  Much 
the  same  situation  has  prevailed  on  the  Chicago  wholesale  market.     As  shown 
in  the  following  table,   shipping-p*int  prices  have  follcv/ed  similar  trends. 


Onicns 


Locality 


Prices  per  5°-P°und  sack,   carloads,  f.o.b.  shipping  points, 

specified  periods  ^ 

W_eok  ended 
:Dec.  19  ,     :   Nov. 21,    :  Oct. 24,    :  Jan. 25, 

.  -L.  1936     _:  i£3_6  _   :    1936  •  1936  

Cents  Cents  Cents 


Western  N.  Y  

Grand  Rapids,  Mich., 


Jan.  23 

Cents 


:nx  s 


50-56 
40-47-1 


55-58 
45-50 


40-45 
37i-40 


43-45 
37i-4» 


1.04-1.10 
90-1.05 
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A  total  of  '497  Carloads  from  the  important  late  producing  States  were 
shipped  during  the  week  ended  January  23  compared  with  763  the  preceding  week 
and  359  during  a  corresponding  week  in  13 36 .     Shipments  this  season  to  January 
23  from  the  imprrtant  late  States  totaled  14,385  carloads  compared  with 
14, 789  during  a  corresponding  date  last  season. 

Spi  .lach.-  This  year's  total  acreage  of  spinash  in  the  early  group  ©f 
States  (California,  Louisiana,  South  Carolina,  Texas)  is  7  percent  greater 
than  last  year's  total  acreage.     Total  production  in  Texas,  where  9^+  percent 
of  this  year's  acreage  is  planted,   is  indicated  to  he  27  percent  larger  than 
last  year's  total  crop  (including  the  production  from  6/400  acres  taken  by 
canners).    Because  of  the  large  supply  of  spinach  available  this  season, 
prices  are  slightly  lower  than  those  of  a  year  earlier  and  prohahly  will  con- 
tinue below  last  year's  levels  through  the  remainder  of  the  early  marketing 
season.  ■ 

Tomatoes.-  This  year's  acreage  of  winter  crop  tomatoes  in  South.  Florida 
is  estimated  to  be  32  percent  greater  than  that  of  last  yea.r,  and  is  the 
largest  on  record.    These  increased  plantings  would  indicate  an  unusually  large 
production  of  winter  tomatoes,  which  together  with  a  record  large  fall  crop, 
totaling  603,000  bushels,  point  to  a  plentiful  sup-oly  for  the  winter  marketing 
season.     Shipments  to  date  from  domestic  sorrces  have  moved  at  a  slower  rate 
than  to  a  corresponding  date  last  year  except  in  recent  weeks  -..hen  they  were 
larger. 

Imports  this  season  through  January  l6  were  equivalent  to  1,228  car- 
loads, compared  with  1,130  carloads  to  a  corresponding  date  in  1936 .  Owing 
to  unfavorable  weather  conditions  in  Cuba  and  Mexico,  it  is  likely  that  the 
season's  total  imports  from  these  areas  will  be  less  than  in  the  previous 
season  when  they  were  at  relatively  high  levels. 

Watermelons  in  Southea stern  States. -In  view  of  the  relatively  high 
price*  received  by  growers  for  watermelons  in  the  four  Southeastern  States 
(Florida,  Georgia,  South  Carolina  and  Uorth  Carolina)  in  the  1936  season, 
it  is  probable  that  the  acreage  planted  to  watermelons  in  1937  in  these  areas 
will  be  increased  sharply.    This  la,rger  acreage  with  average  yields  would  re- 
sult in  a  larger  production  than  was  harvested  in  1936,  and  cause  prices  to 
decline  to  slightly  lower  levels.     If  yields  per  acre  were  somewhat  larger 
than  average,  the  expand 3d  acreage  would  increase  production  sharply  and  prices 
for  the  1937  sea-son  would  average  much  lower  than  in  1936. 

On  the  basis  of  the  relationship  existing  between  the  acreage  planted 
to  watermelons  in  the  four  Southeastern  States  and  the  prices  received  by 
growers  the  previous  year,  it  is  indicated  that  the  total  acreage  planted  in 
1937  to  watermelons  in  these  areas  may  be  increased  by  at  least  one  fourth. 
This  increase  would  mean  a  total  for  the  four  States  of  137, COO  ^cres  compared 
with  108,800  acres  harvested  in  1936,  and  it  would  be  the  largest  available 
for  harvest  since  1931. 

A  review  of  the  average  yield  per  acre  for  the  Southeastern  States 
indicates  that  yields  have  declined  sharply  during  the  last  15  years.    For  the 
5-year  period  1922-26  the  average  yield  was  329  melons  per  acre.    During  the 
next  5  years  it  was  313  melons,  while  for  the  last  5  years  the  average  was 
only  208  melons  per  acre.     This  sharp  decline  in  yields  during  this  period  is 
not  dissimilar  to  the  decline  that  has  taken  place  in  many  of  the  other  im- 
portant truck  crops  for  fresh  narket  shipment.     It  nay  be  observed  that  as  the 
acreages  of  these  crops  expanded  sharply  during  the  last  15  years,  yields  per 
acre  declined  fairly  sharply. 


FVS-1 


-  12  - 


On  she  basis  of  present  acreage  indications  and  with  yields  equal 
to  the  average  of  the  last  5  years,  a  production  of  23,^00,000  melons  is 
indicated  for  these  four  States.     If  it  is  assumed  that  yields  will  be  equal 
to  the  lowest  yield  of  the  last  5  years,  production  would  total  23,  o 00, 000 
melons,  but  if  the  highest  yields  are  assumed  a  production  of  32,800,0ou 
melons  may  be  expected.     Since  watermelon  growers  in  the  Southeastern  States 
received  relatively  high  prices  for  the  1936  crop,  there  is  a  possibility  that 
better  cultural  methods  will  be  employed  in  the  production  of  the  19o7  crop. 
This  could  take  the  form  of  better  care  of  fields,  heavier  applications  ox 
fertilizers,  the  purchase  of  better  seed,  etc.     If  such  action  should  be 
taken  and  growing  conditions • should  be  favorable,  higher  yields  per  acre 
would  be  obtained.     If  the  per-acre  yield  should  be  somewhere  between  the 
average  of  the  last  5  years  and  the  average  of  the  preceding  b  years  -  say 
250  melons  r,er  acre  -  production  on  the  indicated  acreage  would  total  about 
35,500,000  melons.'    This  would  compare  with  24,740,000  melons  produced  m 
1935  end  with  26,000,000  melons,  the  recent  5-year  (1932-36;  average  pro- 
duction in  these  States. 

On  the  basis  of  the  lower  indicated  production  for  1937  (based  upon 
the  prospective  plantings  and  yields  equal  to  the  average  of  the  last  o  years) 
and  on  demand  conditions  somewhat  improved  over  those  of  1936,  prices  re 
ceived  by  watermelon  growers  in  the  four  Southeastern  States  in  1937  would 
averse  slightly  lower  than  they  did  in  1936,  or  about  $125  per  car  of  1,000 
melons,  against  $145  in  1936.     On  the  other  hand,  if  the  larger  indicated 
crop  were  produced  and  demand  conditions  were  improved,  the  price  to  growers 
in  the  four  States  probably  would  average  much  lower,  possibly  as  low  as 
$80  per  car. 
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:ruck  crops:     Acreage,  production,  and  January  1  stocks,  1937  with 

cormoarisons 


Acreage 


Coinmodi  ty 

: 5-year  : 

:  5-year  : 

and 

: average  : 

1936  : 

1937 

:  Unit 

:  average  : 

1936  : 

1937 

group 

: 1923-32  : 

:  1928-32  : 

A  C* ~r\  n  T'n  rn  i 

iibpa,!  3-gU.S  . 

Earlv  l/ 

:  Acres 

Acres 

: 1 , 000 

•  74,560 

79, 900 

80,500 

: crat  es 
: 1 , 000 

:  7,249 

7 , 925 

C!  y\  m  ~r*\     "K     »-i  n 

ouap  D3SI1Sj 

12  000 
9.560 

14  900 

30,000 

?4  T  00 
32 . 000 

1  *h~n  q!i 

»  U  UljIx  » 

II 

:  1,013 

:  935 

1,295 
1,800 

2,266 
2,560 

Early  (l)   , . . 

Total, 2  (irrouos. 

21  660 

A.A.  QDC) 

1  OP) 

•  It 

:  1,949 

3,095 

Beets, 

4,710 

7,400 

5,600 

II  ■. 

:  830 

2/  1,036 

836 

Cabbage, 

810 
37^550 

1,920 
57 . 100 

2,800 
58, 000 

tons 

:        5,900  9,500 
.2/211,000  2/307,300 

22,200 
327 , 900 

ii 

Total, 2  groups. 

36,370 

59  020 

60  800 

it 

:  210,900 

316,800 

350,100 

Stock  of  1535  : 

Danish  crop  on  . 
hand,  Jan.  1  .  . . ; 
Carrots,  j 

1,000  . 

3/  66,075 

78,180 

49,520 

Fa"1 1   : 

3,280 
8 , 460 

7,100 
11.000 

10,400: 
3,800: 

"bush.  ; 

1,830 
2/     1 , 840 

3,337 
2/l, 877 

4,576 
1,533 

Early  : 

n  • 

Total, 2  groups.: 

11,740 

18,100 

19,200. 

3,570 

5,214 

6 , 109 

 I  

udUiil  1U  vVcI  ,  X  aJ--L  . 

1,000  ; 

and  winter  . . . . ; 

wcxcx.y,    xd.XX  ; 

7,990 

8,800 

9,750: 

crates. 

2,261 

1,968 

2,356 

and  winter  . . . . : 

7,180 

9,050 

11 , 500: 

ir  • 

1,240 

1,538 

1,840 

-E-d.X  X,)  ....»...; 

7,620 

8,900 

10,150: 

ii  i 

2,533 

2,538 

2,957 

Total, 2  groups.: 

14,800 

17 ,950 

21,650: 

ii  ■ 

3,773 

4,076 

4,797 

StLcumbers ,  ; 

1,000  : 

1,180 

1,600 

1,600: 

bush.  : 

93 

160 

96 

Eggplant,  - 

IT.-,  1  1 

1,170 

980 

1,350: 

U  j 

210 

133 

245 

Lettuce,  : 

1 , 000  : 

49,740 

36,010 

35,250: 

crates: 
1,000  : 

5,321 

3/4,798 

5,037 

Onions,  j 

Jan. 1  stocks  . : 
.reppers,  ; 

23,060 

34, 070 

24  200: 

sacks  : 
ii  . 

1,000  : 

2/  2,308 
5/  3,069 

2/3,302 
3,368 

3,605 

2,010 

2,400 

3 ,600: 

bush. 

406 

350 

640 

Spinach,  : 

2,940 
30,850 

2,900 
51,450 

2,600: 
62,000: 

ii  . 

888 
7,599 

754 
7 , 596 

780 
11,849 

Ea.rly  ; 

it 

'  Total, 2  groups.: 

33 , 800 

54,350 

64,600: 

ii  • 

6,487 

8 , 350 

12,629 

Tomatoes,  : 

1,000  : 

Fall  : 

4,010 
10,990 

7,300 
11,000 

11,700: 
18,500: 

bush.  : 
ii  . 

256 
1,218 

584 

990 

609 

Early  (l)   : 

Total, 2  groups-: 

15,000 

16,300 

30.200: 

it 

1.474 

1.574 

Production 


Stocks 


1/  Includes  asparagus  for  market  and  canning. 

2/  Includes  some  quantities  not  harvested  on  account  of  market  conditions, 
3/  Four-year  (1929-32)  average. 
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Truck  crcros:     L.c.l.  terminal  prices  and  csrlot  shipments, 

specified  periods 


Terminal 

prices 

Carlo t 

shipments 

Commodity 

:  Ckio&po 

Nov/  York 

Season  tc 

and 
State 

:  Unit 

'  Jan.  : 
.  15,  : 

1935  : 

Jan.  : 
15,  : 
1937  : 

J  an.  : 
15,  : 

193S  : 

Jan. 

15,  : 

IS  57 

Jan.  : 
18,  : 

:  1335.  : 

15,* 

1937 

Dolls. 

Dolls. 

Dolls. 

Dolls. 

Cars 

Car  s 

Sna1"^  "beans  ly  .... 

"bushel 

"basket 
.  ii 

3. 12 
3.50 

2.00 
2.82 

2.  88 
2.75 

2.00 
2.38 

1,830  ' 

(T,ax).. 

144 

82 

Tex  

1/2  crate 
;  Lettuce 
'  crate  . 

crate 

6  dozen  : 

1/2  crate: 

1.12 

1.08 

1.32 

1.06 

Cabba~e  

1,484- 
2,437 

2,458 
3,676 

Tex. ( Domestic ) . . , 
Carrots   

.  2.00 

1.55 

2.25 

1.75 

Calif  

2.  33 

2.30 
1.12 

3.  62 
1,70 

3.  62 
1.58 

4,214 

5,330 

20"  crate  : 
4g  -  3  do  z . 

50  lhs.  i 
11  11 

Onions  2j   

3.12 

1.00 
1.31 

.78 

2.38 
.55 

3.50 

1.30 
1.52 

.95 

3.38 

.  S2 
1.0S 

.82 

14, 430 

13.S81 

.  .88 
.75 

Spinach,   (savoy) . .  : 

"bushel  : 
"basket  ; 

2 , 453 

2,656 

1/  Carlot  shi-oments  include  lima  "beans. 

2/  uhicapo  onion  prices  are  based  on  carlot  sales. 
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THE  FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  SITUATION 

 r  :  

Sutamalry  // 

With  the  exception  of  grapefruit,   the  early  spring . supply  of 
fruits  is  below  that  of  a  year  ago  and  prices  for  the  next  few  months 
probably  will  average  somewhat  higher  than  during  the  corresponding  period 
of  193°«     Pricos  of  oranges  and  lemons  are  expected  to  average  considerably 
higher  during  the  remainder  of  the  present  marketing  season  (through 
October  1937)  than  in  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  Grapefruit 
supplies  are  at  a  record  high  level,  and  prices  will  be  maintained  at 
somewhat  lower  levels  than  during  the  corresponding  period  of  193k- 

Vegetable  supplies  for  the  early  spring  markets  were  reduced  by 
January  freezes  in  California  and  unfavorable  growing  conditions  in  Florida. 
Supplies  of  most  of  the  truck  crops,   however,  are  larger  than  those  of  last 
year,  and  prices  may  average  under  those  of  a  year  ago.     xn  the  case  of 
truck  crops  damaged  severely  by  the  low  temperatures,  the  reduction  in 
supplies  will  result  in  higher  average  prices  than  last  year. 

Supplies  of  potatoes  are  very  short  and  prices  this  spring  probably 
will  average  as  high  or  higher  than  in  the  spring  of  1936.     Prices  of  old 
stock  potatoes  are  now  substantially  higher  than  they  were  a  year  earlier, 
and  are  likely  to  continue  to  advance  during  the  next  month  or  two. 
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CITRUS  FRUITS 

Oranges:  Prospective  shorter  supplies.-    Prices  of  oranges  are 
expected  to  average  considerably  higher  during  the  remainder  of  the 
present  marketing  season  than  they  have  to  date.     Freeze  damage  has  reduced 
the  California  crop  of  Navel  and  miscellaneous  oranges  about  26  percent 
since  January  1  and  the  Valencia  crop  about  Zjd  percent.     An  unusually  large 
production  of  Florida  oranges  partially  offsets  the  reduction  in  California 
Navels,   so  that  supplies  until  late  spring  are  likely  to  be  only  about  15 
percent  smaller  than  those  of  last  yea.r.     The  great  reduction  in  the 
Valencia  crop,  ^owever ,  indicates  very  short  supplies  for  summer  and  fall. 

This  year's  crop  of  California  Navels  and  miscellaneous  oranges  is 
22  percent  or  3,300,000  boxes  less  than  the  1935-36  crop  and  26  percent 
less  than  the  1931-35  average.     An  increase  of  about  5j5^°>000  boxes  in 
the  production  of  other  States,  however,  brings  the  total  of  winter  and 
spring  varieties  for  1936-37  slightly  above  both  the  crop  of  last  year 
and  the  1931-35  average  production. 

Marketings  thus  far  in  the  current  season  have  been  heavier  than 
usual.     Shipments  from  Florida  and  California  through  the  first  week  in 
February  were  22  percent  greater  than  shipments  for  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  year,   and  14  percent  greater  than  the  1931-35  average;   the  m 
greater  increase  occurred  in  Florida  shipments.    The  freeze  damage  in 
California,  together  with  heavier  shipments  during  the  early  part  of  the 
season,  has  reduced  the  supplies  of  California  oranges  remaining  for 
shipment  during  the  spring  months  about  5^  percent  below  supplies  for  a 
corresponding  period  of  last  year  and  47  percent  below  the  1931-35  average. 
Supplies  of  Florida  oranges  for  shipment  during  the  spring,  however,  are 
22  percent  greater  than  those  of  last  year  and  28  percent  above  the  1931-35 
average.     This  partially  off  setts  the  decrease  in  California  supplies,  so 
that  total  supplies  of  oranges  for  shipment  during  the  spring  are  only  15 
percent  less  than  last  year  and  10  percent  below  the  1931-35  average. 
The  prospective  crop  of  Valencia  oranges,  as  of  February  1,  1937.  is  29 
percent  less  than  the  crop  of  last  year,  and  34  percent  below  the  1931-35 
average  production.     As  California  Valencia  oranges  constitute  practically 
the  entire  supply  of  oranges  for  consumption  during  the  summer  and  early  fall 
months,  the  great  reduction  in  the  Valencia  crop  will  result  in  extremely 
short  supplies  of  oranges  during  this  period. 

California  and  Florida  orange  prices  rose  rather  sharply  during 
the  latter  part  of  January  in  response  to  information  regarding  the  freeze 
damage  in  California.     Prices  declined  during  the  first  2  weeks  of  February^ 
but  the  average  of  prices  for  the  week  ended  February  13  was  higher  than 
for  the  second  week  of  January.     It  is  expected  that  orange  prices  will 
follow  a  gradual  upward  trend  until  late  spring  and  then  advance  more 
rapidly  during  the  summer  and  early  fall  when  supplies  will  be  very  small. 
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Grapefruit ;  Record  crop'  indicated.-    The  largest  crop  of  grapefruit 
on  record  is  indicated  for  the  193°-37  season,  and  a  continuation  of  the 
relatively  low  grapefruit  prices  is  in  prospect. 

Large  increases  in  the  grapefruit  crop  this  year  occurred  in 
Florida  and  Texas.     Until  this  year  Texas  has  not  produced  a  crop  of  more 
than  2,800,000  boxes,  hut  with  a  large  number  of  young  trees  coming  into 
bearing  and  with  favorable  grov/ing  conditions,  this  year's  crop  is 
indicated  to  be  almost  7,000,000  boxes.     The  Florida  crop  of  17,500,000 
boxes  is  the  largest  crop  Florida  has  ever ' produced.      Freeze  damage  in 
California  and  Arizona  reduced  their  crops 'to  about  5°  percent  of  the 
1935-36  crop.     Production  in  these  2  States  represents  only  a  small  part  of 
the  total  production,  however,   and  the  total  crop  was  not  materially 
affected  by  these  reductions.  The  total  grapefruit  crop  is  the  largest  on 
record  and  is  52  percent  greater  than  the  crop  of  last  year  and  46  percent 
above  the  1931-35 " average  production. 

Total  shipments  of  grapefruit  this -season  through  the  first  week 
of  February  were  about  46  percent  greater  than  during  the  same  period  of 
last  season.       In  spite  of  heavier  shipments  in  the  early  part  of  the 
season,  however,   supplies  for  the  remainder  of  the  marketing  year  are  far 
in  excess  of  those  of  a  year  earlier. 

The  current  marketing  season  opened  in  September  With  grapefruit 
prices  at  a  relatively  low  level.     The  weighted  average  price  per  box  of 
Florida  grapefruit  at  New  York  was  $2.34  in  September  1936,  compared  with 
$2.74  in  September  1935*   and  $3.09  in  September  1934-     Since  September, 
prices  have  declined  seasonally,   and  in  the  second  week  of  February 
Florida  grapefruit  averaged  only  $2.02  per  box  on  the  New  York  market. 
In  view  of  the  exceptionally  large  supplies  of  grapefruit  available  this 
year,  it  is  expected  that  prices  will  remain  at  the  present  low  levels  or 
possibly  show  some  further  decline  during  the  remainder  of  the  marketing 
season. 

Lemons :  Smallest  crop  in  12  years . -    Lemon  prices  are  expected  to 
be  maintained  at  a  very  high  level  during  the  remainder  of  the  marketing 
year.     January  freeze  damage  reduced  the  1936-37  crop  to  5 » 832, 000  boxes, 
28  percent  below  the  1931-35  average,  and  the  smallest  crop  since  1924- 

Prices  of  lemons  in  the  terminal  markets  advanced  sharply  in 
January,  reaching  a  peak  in  the  last  week  of  the  month.  The  weighted  average 
price  for  the  week  ended  Januar3r  3°  was  $7*28    at  New  York  and  $7»58  a"t 
Chicago,  .  During  the  first  2  weeks  of  x?ebruary  .prices  declined,  but 
remained  at  a  higher  level  than  a  month  earlier. 
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Citrus  fruits:  Production,  average  1931-35 ,  annual  1935  and  1936 


production  indicated  on  February  1,  1937 

Production 

-  7  ■    

V 

Crop  and  States  : 

:  Average 

1936  . 

1935 

J  I93I-35 

1,0~00" 

T,o"oo " 

1,000 

Oranges : 

:  boxes 

boxes 

boxes 

Winter  and  spring  varieties  ^ 

• 

:  11,232 

14,469 

15,216 

:  21,200 

18,000 

16,824 

Five  other  States  

2.340 

1 .234 

I.O36 

:  34,772 

"  33,703" 

33,076 

Summer  and  early  fall  varieties- 

Calif.  Valencias   

:  13,200 

18,530 

19,993 

Total  7  States  .... 

:_A7,?72_  

52,233 

53,069 

Grapefruit : 

.  17,500 

11,500 

11,997 

5,700 

4,000 



11,800 

7,5oo 

— 

'  6,790 

2,267 

2,097 

Calif  

:  1,287 

2,741 

1,786 

1,000 

1,800 

961 

"  26^577 

16,841 

Lemons : 

:  5,332 

7,737 

8,018 

Net  weight  of  contents  of  boxes  varies.     In  California  and  Arizona  the 
approximate  average  for  oranges  is  7°  pounds  net,  and  grapefruit  60  pounds; 
in  Florida  and  other  States  oranges  90  pounds,  and  grapefruit  80  pounds; 
California  lemons  about  76  pounds  net. 

1/  Relates  to  crop  of  bloom  of  year  shown;  picking  beginning  November  1  in 
California  and  September  1  in  other  States. 


Citrus  fruits:  Weighted  average  price  per  box  at  New  York  and 
Chicago,   specified  periods 


Crop  and  market 


New  York  City: 

Oranges-  Calif  .Navels 
Fla  

Grapefruit-  Fla. 

Lemons  -  Calif.   . . . 

Chicago : 

Oranges  -  Calif. Navels 
Fla  

Grapefruit  -  Fla  , 

Lemons  -  Calif  


Feb. 

_i.I37.__ 
Dol lars 

4.66 
3.26 
2.02 
6.37 

3.99 
3-23 
1.99 
5-73 


Week  _ended 
13:   Jan.  16,  : 


Month 


_  1937 
Dollars 

3-58 
2.82 
2.15 
5.30 

3.70 
3.02 
1.90 
5.97 


:  Feb.  15, 

:  1936  

Dollars 


3.12 
3.06 
2.81 
4.68 

3.14 
3-35 
2.43 
4.70 


Jan. 

Dollars 

3.60 

2.94 
2.08 
5-57 

3.76 
3.09 
1.87 
5-96 


Jan. 

_x936 
Dollars 

2.95 
2.84 
2.59 
4. 81 

3.06 
2.91 
2.43 
5.21 
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APPLES 

Apple  prices  continue  the  upward  trend  started  last  fall  and  are  expected 
to  increase  further  during  the  next  2  or  possibly  3  months.    In  other  years  of 
small  crops  and  small  storage  stocks,  apple  prices  have  moved  steadily  upward 
from  a  lew  point  in  the  fall  to  a  peak  in  late  spring.    The  movement  of  prices 
after  April  is  dependent  largely  upon  the  quality  of  the  stored  apples. 

On  February  1,  1937  storage  stocks  totaled  17,350,000  bushels,  compared 
with  24,675,000  bushels  on  February  1,  1936,  and  the  1931-35  February  1  average 
of  21,082,000  bushels.    Approximately  53  percent  of  the  February  1,  1937  stor- 
age stocks  were  western  boxed  apples  and  the  remainder  eastern  apples.  Rela- 
tively high  apple  prices  during  December  and  January  encouraged  withdrawals 
from    storage  at  a  greater  than  average  rate.     In  the  period  1926-35,  an  aver- 
age of  32  percent  of  the  December  1  storage  stocks  were  moved  into  marketing 
channels  during  December  and  January.    During  these  2  months  of  the  present 
season,  withdrawals  v/ere  almost  35  percent  of  the  December  1  stocks.  This 
tendency  to  move  storage  stocks  earlier  than  usual  has  been  a  factor  in  pre- 
venting a  sharp  rise  in  apple  prices  thus  far. 

The  accompanying  table  shows  apple  prices  by  varieties  for  the  second  week 
of  January  and  the  second  week  of  February.    These  prices  indicate  the  general 
upward  trend  in  prices,  which  is  expected  to  continue  until  late  spring. 


Apples:  L.c.l.  jobbing  and  auction  prices  per  bushel  by  varieties, specif ied 


periods 

Market  and 
variety 

Week  ended 

Month 

:  Feb.  13, 

:  1937 

:  Jan.  16, 

:  1937 

:  Feb.  15, 

:  1936 

:      Jan.       :  Jan. 

:      1937      :  1936 

:  Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars  Dollars 

Eastern  apples  (l.c.l. 
jobber  prices) : 
N.Y.  market- 
Greenings  -  N.Y.  .. 
Baldwins  -  N.Y.  . . . 

Yorks  -  Ya  

Mcintosh  -  Mass.   . . 
Chicago  market- 
Mclntosh  -  Mich.  .. 
Greenings  -  Mich.  . 
Delicious  -  Mich.  . 
Western  apples 
prices) : 
N.Y.  market - 
Delicious  -  Wash. 
Romes  -  Wash.   . .  . 
Spitz  -  Wash.  . . . 
Chicago  market  - 
Delicious  -  Wash* 
Romes  -  Wash.  .  .  . 
Jonathan  -  Wash. 


1.36 
1.47 
1.46 
2.16 

1.84 
1.34 
2.10 


( auct  ic] 
2/ 


1.33 

1.12 

1.31 

1.01 

1.42 

1.00 

1.40 

1.45 

.83 

1.44 

.86 

2.06 

1/  1.38 

2.03 

1.32 

1.68 

1.30 

1.70 

1.26 

1.38 

1.08 

1.39 

1.13 

1.74 

1.25 

1.85 

1.31 

2.60 

2.29  , 

1.79 

2.33 

1.48 

1.88 

1.81 

1.63 

1.87 

1.47 

3/  1.81 

3/  1.78 

1.26 

1.79 

1.62 

2.40 

2.25 

1.47 

2.18 

1.37 

1.67 

1.56 

1.02 

1.61 

1.19 

3/  2.48 

1.77 

1.38 

1.84 

1.05 

1/  Average  for  2  days.  2/  Fancy  grade.        3-'  Average  for  1  day, 


FvrS-2 


-  6  - 


POTATOES 

It  is  probable  that  potato  prices  generally  will  continue  to  rise 
during  the  next  2  months  inasmuch  as  the  supply  of  potatoes,  old.  and  new  com- 
bined, available  for  market  during  the  first  half  of  1937  is  the  smallest  since 
1926. 

During  the  two  seasons  1919-20  and  1925-26,  when  the  potato  supply  sit- 
uation was  comparable  with  the  present  one,  prices  of  old  stock  r^se  sharply 
during  March  and  the  greater  part  of  April  and  then  declined  sharply  through 
the  remainder  of  the  marketing  season  under  pressure  of  heavy  marketing  r>f 
new  potatoes.     In  these  two  seasons  new  potato  prices  declined  from  a  high 
level  in  March  through  the  remainder  of  the  season.    Prices  of  old  stock 
potatoes  this  season  to  date  have  followed  much  the  same  trend.    At  New  York 
and  Chicago  they  reached  a  season  low  point  in  the  early  fall,  and  rose 
sharply  to  a  plateau  in  January.     In  early  February,  Hew  York  prices  tended 
to  decline  slightly  under  the  pressure  of  heavy  marketings  from  the  eastern 
surplus  states,  but  Chicago  prices  advanced  to  the  highest  levels  to  date  of 
the  late  crop  marketing  season.      Prices  of  new  potatoes  declined  slightly 
during  the  past  month. 

The  United  States  farm  price  of  potatoes  averaged  $1.22  per  bushel 
on  January  15,  1937,  compared  with  $1.06  a  month  earlier  and  65  cents  a  year 
earlier.    On  the  basis  of  the  present  supply  and  demand  situation  it  is  pro- 
bable that  a  further  advance  of  from  30  to  40  cents  per  bushel  will  occur  by 
April  15. 

Early  reports  on  planting  intentions  of  potato  growers  indicate  an 
11.5  percent  increase  in  the  acreage  for  harvest  in  1937  over  that  harvested 
in  1936.    The  intended  increases  are  fairly  uniform  in  all  of  the  major  groups 
of  states.    Al though  intended  increases  are  indicated  in  nearly  every  state, 
the  largest  increasos  are  indicated  in  those  states  where  abandonment  of 
acreage  in  1936  was  considerable  because  of  drought.    On  a  planted  acreage 
basis  the  intended  increase  in  acreage  for  the  United  States  as  a  whole 
amounts  to  only  about  6  percent.    Also,  on  the  basis  of  the  price  of  table 
stock  and  the  short  seed  supply,  it  is  probable  that  the  present  planting 
plans  will  be  modified  downward.    As  indicated  in  the  general  outlook  state- 
ment last  fall,  the  prospects  are  that  the  1937  planted  acreage  will  be  in- 
creased only  slightly  -  about  2  percent  over  the  planted  acreage  in  1936. 
This  would  result  in  an  acreage  for  harvest  in  1957  about  7  percent  greater 
than  was  harvested  in  1936  which,  with  average  yields,  would  produce  a  United 
States  potato  crop  of  about  370,000,000  bushels.    A  crop  of  this  size  would 
result  in  prices  and  incomes  to  growers  somewhat  less  than  that  which  is 
being  received  for  the  1936  crop,  but  substantially  higher  than  that  received 
in  other  recent  yoars. 
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Potatoes:     Shipping  point  prices,  specified  weeks 


Shipping  point 

H  .0.0. 

per  100-pound  sack, 

;  oasn  lo 

grower,  bulk  per  IOC 

JjUO (Jj-L  ±  u y 

week  ended 

:  pounds 

,  week  ended 

Jc  e D  .  lO 

:  J  an .  l  b , 

■      "171               1  £ 

:  jj  eo .  15 , 

:  jj  e  0 .  10 , 

:  j  an  •  1 0 , 

,    Jj  6D  •  It), 

ISO  f 

"1  9^7 

1  937 

■             J-  *7<JU 

,  Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

1936  crop 

Presque  Isle, Maine 

:  1.96 

2.18 

1.25 

1.79 

1.96 

1.C5 

Rochester,  H,Y.  : 

2.23 

2.28 

1.25 

1.97 

1.92 

.90 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  , 

2.26 

2.16 

1.29 

2. CO 

1.92 

.82 

Waupaca,  Wis. 

:  2.21 

2.02 

1.12 

1.90 

1.70 

.73 

Idaho  Palls ,  Idaho  : 

2.80 

2.45 

1.08 

2.46 

2.12 

.87 

.1937  crop 

Pla.  East  Coast  • 

2.86 

3.18 

3.00 

Potatoes:     Terminal  market  prices  per  100-pound  sack  , specified  weeks 


All  purpose  varieties 

:          Russet  Burbank 

Peb.  13, 

:  Jan.  16, 

:  Peb.  15, 

Peb.  13, 

:  Jen.  16, 

:  Peb.  15, 

1937 

:  1937 

:  1936 

:  1937 

:  1937 

:  1936 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

1936  cro"o 

New  York  City  I.e. 

1. 

2.50 

2.68 

1.78 

1/3.68 

3.50 

2 . 27 

Chicago,  carlo t 

2.51 

2.31 

1.39 

3.53 

3.21 

2.00 

1937  crop 

New  York  City  I.e. 

1. 

:  3.54 

3. 85 

3.85 

Chicago,  l.c.l. 

4.05 

4.31 

4.40 

l/  Average  for  previous  week 


TRUCK  CROPS 

Although  supplies  of  fresh  vegetables  produced  in  the  Southern  States 
and  California  for  the  winter  and  early  spring  are  now  indicated  to  be  less  than 
was  anticipated  in  early  January,  supplies  are  still  gener?dly  larger  than  a 
year  ago.    Prospective  production  was  reduced  or  retarded  by  freeze  damage  in 
California,  and  by  unfavorable  weather  conditions  and  insect  and  disease  damage 
in  Plorida.     Prospective  amounts  of  snap  beans,  celery,  lettuce,  green  peas  and 
tomatoes  available  for  market  were  lowered  somewhat  the  past  month.     On  the 
other  hand,  production  and  marketing  of  cabbage,  peppers  and  spinach  continue 
large.     The  farm  price  index  of  commercial  truck  crops  in  January  of  this  year 
was  115  compared  with  118  a  year  earlier  and  117  in  January  1935.     In  December 
1936  it  was  99. 
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The  export  movement  of  Cuban  vegetables  to  the  United  States  for  the 
1936-37  season  has  passed  its  peak, and  is  expected  to  decline  during  the 
latter  half  of  February.    High  temp eratures  hastened  maturity  this  season  and 
plantings  were  somewhat  earlier  than  usual.    Because  of  severe  freeze  damage 
to  vegetables  in  Mexico  in  January ,  • smaller  amounts  probably  will  be  imported 
from  that  country  during  the  remainder  of  the  season. 

Snap  beans.-    Prices  of  snap  beans  advanced  substantially  during  the 
first  half,  of  February  as  a  result  of  decreased  supplies.     Shipments  dropped 
following  the  pe,:l:  in  the  Florida  harvest  and  ins'ec-  end  disease  damage  to  the 
crop  in  the  Evurgisc.os  and  on  the  Fast  Coast.     Florida  Fountifals  sold  rt  about 
one  dollar  more  per  bushel,  during  the  week  ended  February'  13  than  during  a 
corresponding  week  a  month  earlier.     The  prospective  winter  crop  in  Florida 
has  been  reduced  by  frost  damage  but  is  still  larger  than  that  of  last  year. 
The  crop  is  now  indicated  to  be  1,950,000  bushels  compared  with  1,800,000 
bushels  in  1936. 

Beets.-    Texas  hunched  beets  sold  at  slightly  higher  prices  on  the 
Chicago  and  Hew  York  markets  during  the  week  ended  February  13  thru  during  a 
corresponding  week  a  month  eo.rlier.    More  recent  quotations,  however,  are  about 
the  seme  as  several  weeks  earlier.     The  indicated  production  this  year  is 
16  percent  below  that  of  1936.    A  slight  rise  in  prices  through  February  and 
March  may  be  expected. 

Cabbage.-     Cabbage  prices  showed  only  minor  fluctuations  during  the  , 
last  month,  and  relatively  low  prices  of  southern  grown  stock  are  likely  to 
continue  for  several  weeks.    There  was  o.  slight  recovery  in -prices  in  late 
January  and  early  February,  but  prices  at  shipping  points  in  Texas  and 
important  city  terminals  have  recently  declined  to  about  the  same  low  level 
reached  in  January.    Domestic' Found  type  sold  at  Texas  shipping  points  during 
the  week  ended  February  13  at  an  average  of  70  cents  per  lettuce  size  crate 
compared  with  76  cents  during  a  corresponding  week  in  January  and  79  cents  a 
year  ago.     Stored  Danish  type  sold  at  Hew  York  shipping  points  during  the 
week  ended  February  13  at  an  average  of  $17.04  sacked  per  ton  compared  with 
$16.87  during  a  corresponding  period  a  week  earlier,  and  $19.67  a  year  earlier. 

The  estimated  acreage  of  cabbage  in  the  second  early  States  this  year 
is  slightly  larger  than  last  year  nnd  considerably  larger  than  the  5-year 
(1928-32)  average.     There  o.re  reported  increases  over  1936  of  40  percent  in 
Alabama,  36  percent  in  Georgia,  and  12  percent  in  North  Carolina.     Growers  in 
Mississippi  and  Virginia  have  reported  decreases  of  3  percent  in  acreage. 

Carrots.-    California  bunched  carrots  arriving  on  markets  during  the 
first  half  of  February  showed  damaged  tops  as  a  result  of  the  January  freezes, 
and  prices  declined.     The  full  extent  of  the  freeze  damage  is  not  yet  known. 
Earlier  reports  indicated  a  combined  production  of  the  California  fall  crop  I 
and  the  Texo.3  end  Arizona  early  crop  17  percent  greater  than  in  1936.  Shipments 
have  fallen  off  in  recent  weeks  and  some  improvement  in  prices  during  the  next 
few  weeks  is  expected  if  quality  improves. 
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Cauliflower.-    Cauliflower  prices  during  the  second  week  in  February 
were  about  25  percent  higher  than  during  a  corresponding  week  in  January  raid, 
at  present,  are  considerably  above  prices  of  a  year  ago.     Shipments,  which 
were  light  in  early  February,  have  since  increased  but  are  still  below  what 
is  ordinarily  expected  this  season  of  the  year.     Prices  usually  rise  from 
February  to  March  as  shipments  decline.     The  season's  peak  in  prices  may  have 
been  reached  during  the  recent  advance. 

Celery.-    Freeze  damage  in  California  and  warm  dry  weather  in  Florida, 
have  reduced  production  of  celery  in  the  early  States.    Production  in  these 
States  is  now  indicated  to  be  slightly  smaller  than  in  1936.    Acreage  for  the 
summer  crop  in  California,  is  estimated  to  be  1,700  enres  or  about  11  percent 
smaller  than  the  1936  acreage.     Celery  prices  during  the  week  ended  February 
13  were  considerably  lor/er  then  during  a  corresponding  week  in  January.  Large 
shipments  and  accompanying  low  prices  resulted  in  a  shipping  holiday  being 
called  in  Florida  in  early  February.    Prices  have  since  shown  some  recovery 
and  are  expected  to  rise  as  the  markets  become  relieved  of  the  recent  large 
supplies.     The  normal  seasonal  price  trend  is  upward  from  February  to  March. 

Onions .-    Prices  of  onions  have  advanced  sha.rply  at  shipping  points 
and  important  terminal  markets,  since  early  in  February,    The  sharp  rise  in 
prices  has  occurred  despite  the  heavy  production  of  late  crop  onions  last  year 
and  record  stocks  reported  in  growers'  and  dealers'  hands  on  January  1.  The 
sharp  upturn  in  onion  prices  is  attributed  to  (l)  an  unusually  good  demand 
over  the  widespread  area  hit  by  the  1936  drought,   (2)  improved  demand  conditions 
in  general,  and  (3)  the  present  prospects  for  a.  small  new  crop  in  the  early 
group  of  States.     There  was  also  some  reported  damage  to  onions  on  the  west 
coast  during  the  recent  freezes. 


Onions:     Prices  per  50-pound  sack,  carloads,  f.o.b. 
shipping  points , specif ied  weeks 


Locality 

Week 

ended 

:  Feb.  13, 

:  1937 

:  Jan.  18  , 

•  1937 

:  Dec.  12, 

:  1936 

:  Nov.  14, 

:  1936 

:  Feb.  15, 

:  1936 

:  Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Western  and  Central 

New  York 

76 

54 

56 

42 

102 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

86 

44 

50 

58 

91 
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The  present  situation  may  be  compared  with  1335.     Late  that  winter 
and  early  spring  "prices  of  late  crop  onions  advanced  sharply.    Prices  rose 
rapidly  during  the  latter  part  of  February,  tmrough  March  and  early  April, 
and  an  unusually  good  demand  developed  over  the  area  affected  "by  the  1334 
drought.     In  many  sections  of  the  drought  area  hone  stored  and  canned  garden 
products  were  short.     The  present  supply  situation  also  corresponds  to  that 
prevailing  in  1332-33.     In  late  February  and  March  1933,  there  was  a  substantial 
rise  in  onion  prices.     This  season,  with  an  improved  demand  and  wide  distribu- 
tion of  the  crop,   it  is  quite  likely  that  the  trend  in  cnion  prices  during  the 
remainder  of  the  season  will  more    nearly  approach  that  of  1935. 

Carlot  shipments  from  important  late  States  during  the  week  ended 
February  13  totaled  864  cars  compared  with  791  cars  during  the  preceding  week 
and  545  cars  during  a  corresponding  week  in  1336.     Shipments  this  season  to 
February  13  totaled  16,714  cars  compared  with  16,734  to  a  corresponding  date 
in  1936. 

Q-reen  Peas.-  Prices  of  peas  made  substantial  advances  in  February,  and 
are  expected  to  continue  at  considerably  higher  levels  than  in  1336.  Production 
of  early  green  peas  in  Florida,  Texas  and  the  Imperial  Valley  of  California 
is  indicated  to  he  only  923,000  bushels,  compared  with  1,300,000  bushels  in 
1936,  a  reduction  of  about  29  percent.     The  pea  crop  in  the  State  of  Sonoro, 
Mexico,  was  severely  damaged  by  freezes  and  it  is  evident  that  only  a  small 
amount  will  be  exported  to  the  United  States  this  season. 

Peppers  (green) .-    Prices  of  green  peppers  have  shown  little  change  in 
the  past  month.     Supplies  have  been  plentiful  and  recent  prices  have  been 
only  about  one-half  of  those  of  a  year  earlier.     Production  of  winter  crop  ( 
preen  peppers  in  Florida  is  expected  to  be  660,000  bushels  compared  with 
132,000  bushels  in  1936.     The  low  production  in  1936  was  the  result  of  storm 
damage  to  seed  beds.     Prices  are  expected  to  show  little  change  during  the 
next  few  weeks.     A  large  crop  is  reported  in  Cuba,  but  unfavorable  markets  are 
holding  back  exports,  resulting  in  wastage  of  part  of  the  production. 

Spinach.-  With  plentiful  supplies  available  from  Texas  —  the  principal 
source  of  fresh  spinach  during_  the  winter  months  —  prices  have  shown  little 
change  and  are  expected  to  continue  at  the  present  relatively  low  levels. 

WAT1EMEL0HS 

watermelon  growers  in  the  four  Southeastern  States  (Florida,  Georgia, 
South  Carolina  and  North  Carolina)  report  that  they  intend  to  increase  the 
acreage  planted  to  watermelons  by  about  6  percent  over  that  harvested  in 
1336.     In  view  of  the  relatively  high  prices  received  for  the  1336  crop,  this 
increase  is  smaller  than  would  normally  be  expected  and  may  be  accounted  for 
by  -rowers'   statements  that  they  expect  to  profit  more  by  planting  their  fields 
to  some  other  crop  in  1337. 

3 

On  the  basis  of  ^resent  acreage  indications,  and  with  a  yield  equal  to 
the  average  of  the  ^ast  5  years,   the  1937  watermelon  production  in  this  area 
would  be  slightly  under  that  harvested  in  1336.     If  the  per-acre  yield  should 
be  somewhere  between  the  averages  for  the  last  two  5-year  periods,  the  1937 
crop  would  exceed  the  1936  crop  by  about  one-fifth.     The  smaller  supply  would, 
with  improved  demand  conditions  during  the  1937  marketing  season,  result  in 
considerably  higher  prices  than  those  received  in  1336,  but  the  larger  crop 
would  mean  slightly  lower  prices  for  13  37  than  were  received  in  1935. 
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Truck  crops:  Acreage  and  production,  average  1928-32,  annual  1936  and  1937 


Commodity 
and  group 


Asparagus , 

Early  1/, 
Snap  "beans , 


all 


Early  (1)   

Total, 2  groups 
Beets, 

Early  

Cabbage,  3/ 

Fall   

Early   

Second  early  . . . 

Total, 3  groups 
Carrots, 

Fall   

Early   

Total, 2  groups 
Cauliflower, 

Fall  and  winter 
Celery, 

Fall  and  winter 

Early  .  .■  

Total, 2  groups 

Second  early  . 
Lettuce , 

Early   

Onions ,  ?J 

Early   

Peas , 

Early   

Peppers , 

Fall   

Early  (winter) 
Total, 2  groups 
Spinach, 

Fall   

Early   

Total, 2  groups 
Tomatoes, 

Fall   

Early  (1)   

Total, 2  groups 


:              Acreage  : 

: Average : 
-.1928-32: 

1936  . 

1937  : 
(prel.  ); 

:  Acres 

.  Acr  es 

Acres 

:  74,560 

79,900 

80,300: 

:  12,000 

:  9,660 

14,900 
30 ,000 

21,000; 
30,000 

:_2jQ|60  _ 

44, goo  51,100 

:  4.710 

7,400 

5,600 

810 

•    Q7  ciAo 
■   J  1  Oou 

:  ±j,0-LU 

:  T527i'a"o"" 

1,920 

57,100 
18,300 

77  920 

2,800 

58,000 
19,400 

80  200 

:  3,280 
:  8,460 

7 .100 
11 ,000 

10,400 

__8,800 

:  11,74° 

18,100 

"l9",  200 

:  7,990 

8,800 

9,750 

:  7,180 
:  7,620 

9,050 
8,900 

11,500 
_JL0,050_ 

:__14,800_ 
:  1,000 

17,950 

'  1,900 

"21  ,"550 

1,700 

:  49,740 

36,010 

35,250 

:  23,060 

34.970 

24,200 

:  6,470 

16,400 

16,200 

:  2,010 
:  3.320 
: _  5,330 '" 

2,400 
__6o_o 
3^000 

3,600 

3->°o° 
'  6, 606" 

:  2,94° 
:  3P_,86o_ 

2,900 
51,450 
54.350 

2,600 
62,000 
"  6476QO 

:  4,010 
:  10,990 

7,300 
11 ,000 

11,700 
19  ,200 

:  15,000 

18,300 

30,900 

.'Unit 


_ Production 
Average 
1928-32 


1936 


1937 
( indicated) 


1,000 

crates 

1,000 

bushels 
11 


tons 


1,000 

"bushels 


1,000 
crates 


7  ,  249      7,9  25 


1,013 
_93_6_ 

~l~,9~49 


1,295 

1,800 

3To9]T 


2/        830  2/1,036 
5',  900  9,500 

g/     211;,  000^07,30  0 

2/    80-,  700  92,100 


2/ 


1,830  3,337 
1,840  2/1,877 


3,670 
2,261 


1,968 


1,986 

1,950_ 
__  3,?j6_ 

836 

22 ,200 
327,900 


4.576 
1,533 
6,109. 

2,356 


II 

1,2.40 

1,538 

4/1,840 

II  . 

2,533 

2,533 

2,501 

II 

3",  773 

4,076 

__  4,341 

II  . 

590 

969 

:1,000  ; 

:  crat  es 

5,821 

4,798 

5,037 

:1,000  : 

: sacks 

2/     2,308  2/3,302 

:1,000  : 

:bushels 

:  438 

1,300 

929 

.  11 

:  406 

350 

640 

n 

:  834. 

132 

660 

11 

1,240 

482 

~  1,300 

: 1 ,000 

: bushels 

:  888 

754 

780 

11 

7,599 

7,596 

11,849 

•     11  . 

.  8t487_ 

.8.,35o. 

12,629 

il  • 

256 

584 

444 

II 

1,218 

990 

1,632 

11 

1,474 

1,574 

2,076 

V    Includes  asparagus  for  market  and  canning. 

2/    Includes  some  quantities  not  harvested  on  account  of  market  conditions. 
3/    Stocks  of  Danish  cabbage,   January  1;     1929-32,  66,075;     1936 ,  78,180  and 
1937,  49,520. 

4/    Includes  production  which  was  destroyed  by  cold  weather. 

5/    Stocks  of  onions,  January  1;     1929-32,  3, 069;    1936,  3,368;     1937,  3,605. 
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Truck  Crcns:    Wholesale  trices  at  Chicago  and  llev  York,   specified  weeks 


Conr.iodity 
and 
State 


Unit 


Chicago 

New  York 

:  Week 

:  Week 

:    Week  ' 

:  Week 

:  Week 

:  Week 

:  ended 

:  ended 

:  ended 

:  ended 

:  ended 

:  ended 

: Feb. 13, 

:  Jan.  1 6 , 

: Feb.  15, 

: Feb. 13, 

:  Jan.  IS, 

:  Feb.  15, 

:  1337 

:  1937 

;  1.336 

:  1337 

;  1337 

:  1936 

Sn?;o  3  cans.  

Fla.   (Bountiful  s) 

Beets  .... 
Tex.  ... 

Cabbage  . . 

Tex.  (Domestic) 
Fla.  (Pointed) 
N.  Y.  (Danish) 

Carro  ts  . . • 

Calif.  .. 

Tex.  ..... 

Cauliflower 

Calif.  .. 
Celery  .... 

Calif.  . 


Fla. 


Lettuce  (lcebcr~) 
Cali  f  

Onions 

Yellows  . . 
Valencias 


x'eas  .... 
Ha.  • 
Tex.  . 

?eo"oers  . 
71a. 

Spinach  . . . 

Tex  

To-.natoes  . . 

71a  

Cuba  1/ 


(  Fancy) 
(x  Fancy) 


bushel 

i  crate 

Lettuce 
crate 
!§■  bu.  Imp. 

50  lb.   sack  ' 

crate.  6  doz. 

\  crate 

crate 

20-22"  crate 
4-8  doz. 
10"  crate 
4-10  doz. 

crate 
4-5  doz. 

50  lb.  sack 
ii  ti 

bushel 
ii 

li  bu.  cr. 


bushel 

Lu;7s  6x6 
ii  n 


3.10 
1 . 25 

1.64 
.69 

2.31 


1.96 
2.15 

4.72 

.74 
1.14 

3.12 
2.18 

.79 
2.60 


1.84  2.58 
1.08        ' .95 


1.59 
.74 

2.36 
1.26 


3.20 
3.22 

3.15 

.51 
.86 

2.  66 
2.15 

.73 

2.55 
2.54 


1.75 


2.65 
1.20 


2.25' 
3.24 

2.44 

1.03 
1.03 


.  95 

2.18 
2.60 


3.32  1.70 
1.38  ■ -1.10 


1.89 
1.12 
.  56 

2.45 
1.09 


2.13 
5.20 

.87 
1.33 

3.62 


1.74 
2.10 


1.74 
.78 
.51 

3.58 
1.61 


1.35        1.70        1.30        2.19  1.76 


2.13  3.13 
3.13 


3.  35 

'  ".63 
1.08 

2.05 


4.25        1.40  1.68 
.86  .33 


2.17 

1.29 

2.14 
1.44 
.64 

3.10 
1.35 

1.51 

2.90 

2.85 

1.18 
1.52 

1.53 

4.19 

1.02 

2.00 
2.46 


ly  Hew  York  prices  represent  auction  sales,  nil  sizes. 


POTATOES,  U.S.  NO.  I  (EXCLUSIVE  OF  RUSSETBUR  BANKS):  ADJUSTED 
PRICES  AT  N  EW  YORK  AND  CH  I CAGO  ,  19  19  "20,192  5  "26,  AND  1936-37* 


DOLLARS 
PER  100 
POUNDS 


I  I  I  1  I  I  


I  I  I  I  I  I  I  1  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  1  I  M  I  I  I  M  I  I  I  1  I  I  I  I  1  I  M  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 


APR. 


JUNE 


AUG. 


OCT. 


DEC. 


FEB. 


APR. 


JUNE 


*  ADJUSTED  FOR  CHANCES  IN  B  L  .5 .  INDEJ(  NUMBERS  OF  WHOLES  ALE  FOOD  PRICES  ,  (JULY  1335  -JUNE  1336  =100  ) 
PRODUCTION  IN  37  INTERMEDIATE  AND  LATE  STATES  ,"  1919-20  =  280,123,000  BUSHELS:  I92S-26  -  275 ,362,000  BUSHELS; 
1936-37,  BUSHELS 


US-  DEPARTM  E  NT  OFAGRICULTURE 


NEG.    3I6<*8  BUREAU  OFAGRICULTURAL  ECONOMICS 


In  previous  years  when  January   I  stocks  of  potatoes 
in  the  37  intermediate  and  late  states  were  similar 
to  those  indicated  for  this  year,  adjusted  wholesale 
prices  at  market  centers  rose  sharply  from  the  seasonal 
low  point  in  September  or  October  to  a  peak  in  April  of 
the  following  year. 


I 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington 


35,  1937 


THE    FRUIT    AND    VEGETABLE  SITUATION 
-  Spring  Outlook  Issue  - 


This  issue,  which  has  been  prepared  with' particular 
reference  to  the  report  of  farmers'   intentions  to  plant  as 
issued  March  19  "by  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  of  the  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Economics,  brings  up  to  date  the  1937  outlook 
reports  for  strawberries,  potatoes,  sweetpot atoes ,  truck  crops, 
dry  edible  beans ,  and  peanuts,  which  were  issued  by  the  Bureau 
in  cooperation  with  Federal  and  State  extension  workers  last 
November. 


It  is  probable  that  prices  of  all  fruits,  except  strawberries ,  will 
advance  more  than  usual  during  the  spring  months,  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics  reports. • 

Supplies  of  oranges  for  spring  marketing  are  slightly  below  average 
and  supplies  for  the  summer  and  early  fall  are  extremely  small.    Large  quanti- 
ties of  grapefruit  have  been  canned  and  marketings  for  fresh  use  have  been 
extremely  heavy.     The  supply  of  Florida  grapefruit  available  for  market  during 
the  remainder  of  the  season  now  appears  to  be  little  larger  than  that  of  a 
year  ago.    A  larger  production  of  strawberries  is  forecast  for  each  of  the 
early  States  for  1937  than  was  obtained  last  year.     Strawberry  acreage  in  the 
second  early  and  intermediate  States  is  indicated  to  be  less  than  1  ast  year, 
but  acreage  in  the  late  States  is  about  9  percent  greater  than  that  of  a  year 
ago. 

The  total  acreage  of  potatoes  intended  for  harvest  in  1937  is  indicated 
to  be  about  6  percent  larger  than  that  harvested  in  1936.     With  average  yields, 
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this  increased  acreage  would  produce  a  crop  of  potatoes  about  11  percent 
larger  than  that  of  last  year  and  probably  would  result  in  prices  and  in- 
comes to  growers  somewhat  lower  than  those  received  for  the  1936  crop,  but 
substantially  higher  than  have  been  received  in  other  recent  years.     The  1937 
acreage  in  the  commercial  early  States  is  expected  to  be  about  one-third 
larger  than  last  year,  in  the  intermediate  States  about  7  percent  larger, 
and  in  the  surplus  late  States  6  percent  greater. 

Reports  received  from  sweetpotato  growers  on  intentions  to  plant  indi- 
cate a  slight  decrease  in  acreage  for  1937  from  that  harvested  in  1936.  The 
acreage  is  expected  to  be  increased  slightly  in  the  areas  that  grow  sweet- 
potatoes  for  market,  but  decreases  are  indicated  in  the  South  Central  States 
where  sweet potatoes  are  grown  largely  as  a  food  crop. 

The  combined  acreage  of  important  commercial  truck  crops  grown  for 
market  in  1937  probably  will  be  slightly  larger  than  in  1936.     The  largest 
acreage  increases  are  reported  for  cabbage  and  watermelons,  while  estimates 
of  the  1937  onion  acreage  shows  the  greatest  decline.     Generally  lower  prices, 
largely  resulting  from  seasonal  declines  and  increasing  supplies  as  crops 
recover  from  unfavorable  growing  conditions,  are  indicated  for  the  next  few 
months. 

It  is  likely,  the  Bureau  pointed  out,  that  the  acreage  of  vegetables 
contracted  for  canning  this  year  will  show  an  increase  over  that  of  1936, 
and  prices  paid  to  producers  will  be  slightly  higher.     Stocks  of  canned 
vegetables  available  for  the  remainder  of  the  current  marketing  season  are 
generally  smaller  than  the  relatively  large  supply  available  for  the  corre- 
sponding period  a  year  ago.     Stocks  carried  over  at  the  end  of  the  present 
marketing  season  probably  will  be  smaller  than  a  year  earlier. 
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Intentions-to-plant  reports  received  from  grower's  indicate  that  the 
■ocreaga  of  dry  edible  beans  for  harvest  in  1937  will  be  increased  about  11 
percent  over  the  relatively  snail  acreage  harvested  in  193° •    This  larger 
acreage,  with  average  yields,  however,  would  produce  a  crop  only  slightly 
larger  than  the  relatively  snail  1936  production. 

The  1937  peanut  acreage  is  expected  to  be  increased  2  percent  over 
the  record  large  acreage  harvested  last  year  but,  with  average  yields,  this 
increased  acreage  would  result  in  a  total  peanut  crop  slightly  under  that 
produced  in  1936. 

CITRUS  FRUITS 

Oranges:     Price  advances  expected*-    The  supply  of  oranges  available 
for  shipment  during  the  spring  months  is  slightly  smaller  than  average,  and 
it  is  expected  that  at  least  the  usual  seasonal  rise  will  occur  in  prices  of 
California  Navels  and  Florida  oranges.     Prices  of  California  Valencias  are 
expected  to  start  the  season  at  a  relatively  high  level  and  probably  will 
make  more  than  the  usual  seasonal  advance  during  the  summer  and  early  fall* 

Cool,  wet  weather  in  the  California  and  Arizona  citrus  belts  during 
February  was  particularly  favorable  to  trees  which  had  been  frozen,  and  the 
damage  now  evident  in  most  areas  is  much  less  than  would  normally  be  expected 
following  the  low  temperatures  which  occurred  during  January. 

Prior  to  the  freezes  in  January  the  outlook  was  for  exceptionally  large 
production  of  all  oranges,  with  record  crops  indicated  for  Florida  and  Texas. 
Freeze  damage  reduced  the  crop  of  California  Navel  and  miscellaneous  varieties 
about  25  percent,  however,  which  brought  the  total  of  winter  and  spring  varie- 
ties down  to  about  35  million  boxes — only  2  million  boxes  above  the  1931-35 
average.     The  March  1  crop  report  indicates  some  improvement  in  the  crop  of 
California  Valencia  oranges,  but  the  estimate  of  14  million  boxes  is  still  24 
percent  less  than  the  crop  of  last  year  and  29  percent  below  the  1931-35 
average.     Since  this  variety  constitutes  practically  the  entire  supply  of 
oranges  during  the  summer  and  early  fall  months j  oranges  will  be  rather  scarce 
during  this  period  of  1937. 

Prices  of  California  and  Florida  oranges  at  New  York  City  for  the 
current  season  are  compared  in  the  accompanying  chart  with  the  10-year  monthly 

average  of  adjusted  prices.     The  prospective  large  crop  of  oranges  resulted 
in  below  average  prices  early  in  the  season.    The  freeze  damage  in  January 
resulted  in  sharp  price  rises,   especially  for  California  Navels.    After  a  more 
accurate  appraisal  of  the  damage  became  available,  however,  prices  of  the 
California  product  declined  some,  but  prices  of  Florida  oranges  moved  steadily 
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upward.    With  present  supplies  of  oranges  for  the  spring  slightly  less  than 
average,  prices  of  California  Navels  and  Florida  oranges  are  expected  to  make 
at  least  the  usual  seasonal  advance  during  the  balance  of  the  season.  .With 
the  supply  of  Valencia  oranges  so  very  snail j  however,  it  is  expected  that 
the  seasonal  rise  of  Valencia  prices  will  be  even  greater  than  usual. 

Grapefruit :    More  than  usual  price  rise  probable.-     Grpaefruit  prices 
have  been  at  low  levels  thus  far  in  the  current  marketing  year,  but  sone  im- 
provement will  probably  occur  during  the  remainder  of  the  season.    An  un- 
usually large  proportion  of  this  year1 s  record  crop  has  been  canned,  and 
marketings  as  fresh  fruit  have  been  abnormally  heavy.     The  balance  of  the 
crop  available  for  shipment  during  the  remaining  months  of  the  season  now 
appears  to  be  only  slightly  larger  than  that  of  a  year  ago,  and  no  greater 
than  the  average  quantity  marketed  after  the  middle  of  March  during  the  last 
5  years. 

The  March  1  estimate  of  the  1936-37  crop  of  grapefruit  was  unchanged 
from  the  February  estimate  for  Florida  end  Texas,  the  principal  producing 
regions.     Some  improvement  was  indicated  for  California  and  Arizona,  however, 
as  the  January  freeze  damage  does  not  now  appear  quite  as  extensive  as  it  did 
on  February  1.     The  March  1  estimates  are  given  in  an  accompanying  table  with 
comparisons . 

Shipments  of  Florida  grapefruit  for  the  season  through  March  6  totaled 
15»732  cars,  compared  with  11,233  cars  to  a  corresponding  date  a  year  ago, 
and  12,764  cars,  the  1934-36  average.     Shipments  from  Texas  totaled  11,370 
cars  for  the  season  through  March  6,  compared  with  5»389  cars  for  the  corre- 
sponding period  last  year,  and  the  1934-36  average  of  4»490  cars. 

The  accompanying  chart  shows  the  current  season' s  prices  of  Florida 
grapefruit  at  New  York  City,  compared  with  the  10-yoar  monthly  average  of  ad- 
justed prices.     The  extremely  large  crop  is  responsible  for  the  low  level  of 
prices  this  season.     As  is  indicated  by  the  average  curve,  it  is  customary 
for  prices  to  rise  during  the  spring  and  early  summer.     Since  the  remaining 
supplies  are  not  unusually  large,  and  in  viewcf  the  present  relatively  low 
level  of  prices,  it  seems  probable  that  more  than  the  usual  seasonal  rise  will 
occur  this  year. 

Lemons :     Crop  smallest  since  1924«-    Lemon  prices  are  at  a  relatively 
high  level  at  present,  and  are  expected  to  make  a  further  seasonal  advance 
during  the  summer.    Lemon  pricesi  usually  follow  an  upward  trend  from  late 
spring  to  a  high  point  in  July  or  August,  experiencing  some  decline  thereafter 
until  the  end  of  the  marketing  season  in  October. 

The  March  1  estimato  of  citrus  production  indicates  that  the  lemon  crop 
in  California  was  injured  by  the  January  freeze  to  a  greater  extent  thatn  other 
citrus  crops  and  shows  a  reduction  of  108,000  boxes  from  the  February  1  estimate. 
The  present  crop  of  5»724i°°0  boxes  is  29  percent  below  the  1931-35  average  and 
the  smallest  crop  since  1924* 


Oranges  and  grapefruit:  weighted  auction  price  at 
New  York,  Average  1926-35,  and  I936to  date 


SEPT. 


NOV. 


JAN. 


MAR.  MAY 


JULY         SEPT.  NOV. 


*  FLORIDA  ORANGES,  90  POUNDS  NET  PER  BOX;  CALIFORNIA  ORANGES,  70  POUNDS;  FLORIDA  GRAPEFRUIT,  80  POUNDS 
"  ADJUSTED  FOR  CHANGES  IN  B.L.S.  INDEX  NUMBERS  OF  WHOLESALE  FOOD  PRICES  (JUNE-DEC.  1936=100  ) 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


NEG.  32251 


BUREAU  OF  AGRICULTURAL  ECONOMICS 


Figure  I 
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Citrus  fruits:     Production,  average  1931-35,  annual  1935  and  1936  l/ 


:                          Production  2/ 

O  X  U   LIU.    O  b  cl  b  ^  S  J 

Average 

 _  .   * 

1931-35 

:        1935  : 

1936 

i ,  uuu  uoxes 

1 , uuu  ooxes 

i ,  uul  Doxes 

vv-LxiL/tJi  ana.  spring,  varieties  : 

uain .  ,j>iaveis  ana.  raise.   • . .  : 

15, 21b 

~\  A  Add 

14,  4by 

-in  ''/in 

11 , o48 

Fl  ^ -  -11 

ID , 06* 

It)  ,  LLU 

nitro      o  "f~  l<~\      "v»          i.  _  l  «  „  ^ 

1 , 036 

1 ,234 

2,3o5 

[Pnt.il 

^'x  n7£ 

UO , U f D 

V  c_t  X  X  ^  U  _L  O  O  v 

1  q  qq'X 

ID  ,  00\j 

i  a  1  no 

l^t  ,  1UU 

53 , Ob 9 

52 , 283 

/in   n  rw 
49, 303 

Fla. .  all  . 

l  l  qq7 

11,  <JV_  u 

1  7  ROH 

4,000 

5,700 

7,500 

11,800 

2,097 

2,267 

6,790 

Calif  : 

1,786 

2,741 

1,353 

961 

1,800 

1,200 

Total  4  States   : 

16 , 841 

18,308 

26,843 

Lemons:  : 

Calif  : 

8,018 

7,787 

5,724 

Net  weight  of  contents  of  "boxes  varies.     In  California  and  Arizona  the 
approximate  average  for  oranges  is  70  pounds,  net,  and  grapefnit  60  pounds; 
in  Florida  and  other  States  oranges  90  pounds,  and  grapefruit  80  pounds; 
California  lemons  about  76  pounds,  net. 
l/    Estimate  as  of  March  1,  1937. 

2/    Relates  to  crop  of  "bloom  of  year  shown;  picking  "beginning  November  1  in 
California  and  September  1  in  other  States. 


Citrus  fruits:     Weighted  average  price  per  box  at  New  York  .and  Chicago, 

specified  periods 


:  Aver 

age  week 

ended 

Average 

month  of 

Market  and  crop 

: Mar. 13, 

: Feb. 13, 

: Mar. 14, 

Feb. 

:  Feb. 

:  1937 

:  1937 

:  1936 

1937 

:  1936 

: Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Hew  York  City: 

• 

Oranges  -  Calif.  Navels  . , 

4.66 

3.01 

4.21 

3.21 

3.26 

2.97 

3.42 

3.05 

2.02 

2.42 

1.98 

2.56 

6.37 

5.43 

5.89 

4.62 

Chicago: 

• 

Oranges  -  Calif.  Navels  . 

3.99 

3.10 

4. CO 

3.21 

3.23 

2.93 

3.45 

3.21 

1.99 

2.73 

1.86 

2.40 

1.95 

2.61 

1.86 

2.66 

5.78 

5.14 

5.84 

4.89 
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Production  of  strawberries  in  the  early  group  of  States  is 
expected  to  be  21  percent  greater  than  in  1936,  but  only  2  Percent 
above  the  1928-32  average.     Improvement  in  consumer  purchasing  powe 
probably  will  not  fully  offset  the  price-depressing  influence  of  these 
l£ger  supplies,  and  it  is  likely  that  prices  of  the  early  stock  will 
average  below  the  relatively  high  prices  of  last  season. 

A  larger  production  than  last  year  is  forecast  for  each  of  the 
early  States.     With  the  exception  of  Louisiana,  the  incre ase  is  largely 
due  to  much  higher  yields.     In  Louisiana,  however    yields  _  ^  year 
are  expected  to  be  less  than  those  of  a  year  ago,  but _ an  increase  m 
production  is  indicated  by  the  rather  large  increase  m  acreage. 

Strawberry  acreage  in  the  second  early  group  of  States-  is 
indicated  to  be  about  1C  percent  less  than  that  of  a  year  ago,  and 
24  percent  below  the  1928-32  average.     In  the  Intermediate  Sides  the 
1937  acreage-.is  expected  to  be  about  2.5  percent  less  than  that  of  last 
year  and  12  percent  below  the  1928-32  average.     In  spite  ol  ™ese 
reductions  in  acreage,  however,  average  yields  would produce  larger 
crops  in  both  of  these  groups  of  States  than  were  raised  last  year.  An 
increase  of  9  percent  over  last  year's  acreage  and  25  percent  above  the 
1928-32  average  is  indicated  for  the  late  States.    Yields  m  the  We 
States  were  slightly  above  average  last  year,  but  if  only  av erag 
are  obtained  this  year,  production  will  exceed  that  of  1936  and  will  be 
considerably  above  the  1928-32  average. 

Carlot  shipments  of  Florida  strawberries  were  about  twice  as 
heavy  for  the  season  through  March  13  this  year  as  they  were  for  tJae 
corresponding  period  of  last  year.     In  January  and  February  prices  of 
Florida  strawberries  were  lower  than  those  of  a  year  earlier.  avosj, 
damage  in  late  February  throughout  the  important  southern  Pro^n^;^e(i 
delayed  production,  however,  and  a  temporary  shortage  of  s^ie^a^^°P^ 
in  early  March.     Consequently,  prices  advanced  sharply,  and  tnough  declines 
occurred  in  the  second  week  of  March  they  were  still  higher  than  a  month 
earlier  or  a  year  earlier.    Movement  in  volume  from  Louisiana  is  expected 
toward  the  end  of  March  and  prices  are  expected  to  make  at  least  the  asual 
seasonal  decline  during  the  next  2  months. 

Stocks  of  frozen  strawberries  were  9,628,000  pounds  on  March  1,  1937, 
compared  with  10,399,000  pounds  a  month  earlier. 
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Strawberries:    Acreage  and  production,  average  1928-32,  1936  and  1937 


:  Acreage  :   Product  ion 

Group           :  5-year     :  :                 :  5-year  :                 :  Fcre- 

and             :  average  :     1936  :      1937     :  average  ■      1936     :  cast 

State  :  1928-32  :  :  :  1923-52  :  L_._A9_3.7  . 

:  Acres         Acres           Acres        1,000  1,000  l,o6o~~ 

:                                                       £T^l?s  crates  crates 
Early:  : 

Alabama  :  4,500          2,700          2,900               348  .  184  238 

Florida  :  7,300          8,900          9,200                523  445  644 

Louisiana  ....:  22,540        14,800        17,600           1,390  1,243  1,373 

Mississippi  ..:  960             500             500                 53  .22  38 

Texas  ........ :  2,150      ,    2,400  2,150  .  125  156  194 

Group  total   :  57,450        29,500        52,550   2,-457  2,050  2,487 


Second  Early  ...:  54,460  45,960  41,550  3,219  2,205 

Intermediate  ...:  47,760  43,160  42,130  2,868  1,951 

Late   46,280  53,100  57,800  3,096  3,804 

Total  '■  : 

all  States   :185,950  171,520  175,850  11 , 620  10,010 


Strawberries:  L.c.l.  price  per  quart,  New  York  and  Chicago,  specified  periods 


Week  ended 

Month 

Market 

:    Mar.  15 

:    Feb.  18  : 

Mar . 14 : 

Feb.  : 

Feb . 

1937 

:      1937  : 

1956  : 

1937  : 

1936 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

New  York  City  : 

Florida 

:  32 

26 

24 

27 

31 

Chicago 

Florida 

33 

25 

26 

28 

32 

Louisiana 

.'  29 
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POTATOES 

.  The  United  States  acreage  of  potatoes,  intended  for  harvest  in 
1937,  is  indicated  to  be  about  6  percent  larger  than  that  harvested  in 
1936,    On  the  basis  of  these  prospective  increased  plantings  and  if 
yields  should  be  average,  the  United  States  production  of  potatoes  in 
1937  would  total  about  365  million  bushels.    A  crop  of  this  size  would 
be  about  35  million  bushels  (or  11  percent)  mere  than  the  relatively- 
small  crop  produced  in  1936  and  probably  would  result  in  prices  and 
incomes  to  growers  somewhat  lower  than  these  being  received  for  the 
1936  crop,  but  substantially  higher  than  what  growers  have  received  in 
other  recent  years. 

On  a  regional  basis,  the'prospect  is  for  sharply  increased 
plantings  in  nearly  all  of  the  commercial  early  and  intermediate 
States.    The  indicated  planted  acreage  in  the  commercial  early  States 
is  about  one-third  larger  than  that  harvested  in  1936,  whereas  the 
intended  acreage  in  the  commercial  intermediate  States  is  only  7  per- 
cent larger.    The  March  intentions  reports  indicate  increases  of  about 
6  percent  in  the  18  surplus- producing  late-potato  States,  but  about 
the  same  acreage  as  was  harvested  in  1936  in  the  12  other  late  States. 

On  the  basis  of  the  indicated  increases  in  the  planted  acreages 
in  -the  commercial  ear ly  and  intermediate  States,  and  if  yields  are 
equal  to  the  average  of  recent  years,  a  larger  production  of  new 
potatoes  will  be  available  for  market  this  season  than  was  available 
in  the  first  half  of  1936.    Offsetting  this  larger  crop  of  new  potatoes, 
however,  is  the  much  smaller  supply  of  old  potatoes  remaining  to  be 
marketed. 

Market  and  shipping-point  prices  of  eld  potatoes  declined 
slightly  during  the  last  month  under  pressure  of  relatively  heavy 
marketings.  On  the  other  hand,  prices  of  new  potatoes  advanced. 
The  United  States  average  price  received  by  farmers  advanced  from 
$1.22  per  bushel  January  15  to  $1.30  on  February  15.  On  the  latter 
date,  it  v;as  62  cents  above  the  average  price  of  the  same  date  in 
1936. 
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Potatoes:    Acreage  and  production,  average  1928-38,  annual  1934-37 


: Aver age 

 ^u_p  :1928-33 

:  1,000 

Acreage:  :  acres 

Early :  : 

Total   :     590.0  _ 

Commercial  :  156.4 

Other  :  233.6 

Intermediate:  : 

Total  :     540  .0 

Commercial   :j  145.4 

Other   ;  196.6 

18  Surplus  Late  States:  : 

Total   :2,  196.0 

5  Eastern  :     620  .0 

5  Central   :1, 055.0 

10  Western  :  521.0 

12  Other  Late  States:  : 

Total   :  401.0 

30  Late  States  Combined. ..: 2 ,597 .0 
37  Late  and  Intermediate  : 

States   :2, 957.0 

U.  S.  Total   :5, 527.0 

:  1,000 

Product  ion:  :bushels 
Early:  : 

Total   :  52,717 

Commercial   :  16,788 

Other   :  15,929 

Intermediate:  : 

Total   :  59,212 

Commercial  :  22,587 

Other   :  16,625 

18  Surplus  Late  States:  : 

Total   :  260,475 

5  Eastern  :  96,675 

5  Central  :  90,081 

10  Western   :  75,719 

12  Other  Late  States:  : 

Total   :  59,713 

30  Late  States  combined...:  300,186 
37  Late  and  Intermediate  : 

States   :  539,598 

U.  S.  Total   :  572,115 


1954 


1955 


195' 


Intended 
1957 


1,000 
acres 

451.0 


1,000 
acres 


417.0 


1,000 
acres 


1,000 
acres 


590.0  426.0 


156.0 
275.0 

J333.0 
141 .2 
191.8 


132.4 
284.6 

522.0 
121.2 
200.8 


154.6 
255  .4 


179.4 
246.6 


502.0  511.0 


118.0 
184.0 


126.5 
184.5 


:, 555.0        2,505.0      1,967.0  2,095.0 


666.0 
1,156.0 
553.0 

478.0 
2,802.0 


637.0 
1,136.0 
532.0 

497.0 
2,802.0 


579.0 
907.0 
481.0 

399.0 
2,366.0 


608.0 
971.0 
514.0 

402.0 


2,495.0 

5,166.0  5,124.0  2,668.0  2,806.0 
3,597.0        3,541.0      3,058.0  3,232.0 


1,000 
bushels 

36,551 


1,000 
bushels 


19 , 274 
17,377 

32,279 


_33_,799_ 
14,035 
19,764 

34,940 


1,000 
bushels 

26,100 


1,000 
bushels 


13,292 
12,808 

26,187 


20,0  55 
12,244 


18,411 
16,529 


16,518 


29 1,811  _ 271 ,020  240,254 
126 , 641 

96,017 

69,155 


45,564 
537,175 


569,454 


91,766 
96,785 
82,471 

46 , 621 
517,641 


96,663 
64,670 
78,916 

57,456 
277,710 


552 ,581      505,89 7 


406,105        386,380  329,997 
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Potatoes:     Terminal  market  prices  per  100-pound  sack,  specified  weeks 


Russet 

Burbanks ,week  ending  : 

Other 

varieties , week  ending 

Terminal              '  * 

Mar.  14 

1936 

, :  Feb .  13 , : 

:  1937 

Mar .  13 , : 

i  n  cz  n 

1937  : 

Mar .  14 , :  Feb .  13 , 

1936       :  1937 

:  Mar.  13, 

DUl  . 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Old  crop  -  : 
New  York  City  l.c.l. 
Chicago  carlot   

:  2.32 
1.78 

3.53 

3.48 

1.74 
1.54 

2.60 
2.85 

2.  50 
2.71 

New  crop  - 

New  York  City  l.c.l.  : 
Chicago  l.c.l  : 

2.90 
4.00 

3.54 
4.05 

3.88 
1/  4.36 

1/  Carlot  price. 


Potatoes:  Shipping  point  prices, specif ied  weeks 


F.o  ,b  . 

per  100-pound 

sack, 

:  Cash  to 

grower , 

bulk  per 

Terminal 

week  ending 

:  100  pounds,  week  ending 

Mar.  14, 

:  Feb.  13,  : 

Mar.  13, 

:Mar.  14, 

:Feb.  13, 

:  Mar.  13, 

1936 

:  1937 

1937 

:  .1936 

:  1937 

:  1937 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Old  crop  - 

Presque  Isle,  Me.  .. 

1.34 

1.96 

1.86 

1.17 

1.78 

1.68 

Rochester,  N.Y.  .... 

1/1.18 

2.23 

2.10 

.85 

1.97 

1.73 

Grand  Rapids ,  Mich. 

1.16 

2.26 

2.03 

.82 

2.00 

1.68 

Waupaca,  Wis  

1.03 

2.21 

2.04 

.76 

1.91 

1.78 

Idaho  Falls, Idaho  .. 

1.04 

2.80 

2.67 

.85 

2.46 

2.41 

New  crop  - 

Florida  East  Coast  . 

2.63 

2.86 

3.29 

1/  Commercial  price. 
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sweetpotatoes 

Reports  received  from  growers  on  intentions  to  tilant  sweetpotatoes 
indicate  a  slight  decrease  in  the  United  States  acreage  for  1937  from  that 
harvested  in  1936.     The  acreage  is  expected  to  he  increased  slightly  in  the 
are^s  that  grow  sweetpotatoes  for  market,  whereas  decreases  are  indicated  in 
the  South  Central  States  where  sYfeetpotatocs  are  gsown  largely  as  a  food  crop. 

with  average  yields,  the  production  from  the  smaller  1937  United  States 
acreage  would  total  about  71  million  "bushels.     Such  a  crop  would  still  be  11 
percent  more  than  the  1936  production  and  ahout  7  percent  more  than  the  1928-32 
average  crop.     This  larger  crop,  together  with  a  larger  late  Irish-potato  crop 
in  prospect,  would  result  in  somewhat  lower  prices  of  sweetpotatoes  in  1937, 
compared  with  prices  being  received  for  the  current  (1936-37)  marketing  season. 

The  United  States  price  received  by  producers  on  February  15  averaged 
93.9  cents  per  bushel,  or  6  cents  above  the  average  for  a  month  earlier,  24 
cents  higher  than  the  average  for  February  15,  1936,  and  the  highest  price  for 
this  month  since  1930.     The  average  for  the  1936-37  season  is  estimated  tenta- 
tively at  94  cents  ?>er  bushel,  against  70.4  cents  for  the  1935-35  crop  and  the 
highest  season  average  since  1930-31. 

Sweetpotatoes :    Acreage  harvested  and  production,  average  1928-32, 

annual  1934-37 


Groups  of  States        :  Average  :        1934    :  j_935  ;  (.aggg    1  Intended 

 ,                            :  1928-32       :  ;  :  ^  j'  1937 

'  :  1,000  1,000    .  1,000      1,000  1,000 

■                           :  acres  acres  acres      acres  acres 
Acreage  harvested:  : 

4  Central  Atlantic  l/..:  56  66             70           58  69 

4  Lower  Atlantic  2/  :  856  311  315         262  263 

8  South  Central  3/.  :  414  '  538  538         451  431 

6  other  States  4/  :  38  43  46  41  44_ 

Total   :  771  "      958  959          822  807 


:  1,000'  1,000  1,000  1,000 

:  bushels  bushels  bushels  bushels 
Production :  : 

4  Central  Atlantic  l/,. :  8,205  7,350  8,481  8,876 

4  Lower  Atlantic  2/  :  20,675  25,420  27,598  20,270 

8  South  Central  3/  :  33,793  41,093  43,037  31,779 

5  other  States  4/  :  3,694  3,119  3,912  3,219 

Total   :  56,368  77,482  83,128  64,144 


1/    New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  Virginia. 

2_/    Kforth  Carolina,   South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida. 

3/  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  Oklahoma, 
and  Texas. 

4/     Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Missouri,  Kansas,  and  California. 
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TRUCK  CROPS 

Preliminary  estimates  of  planted' acreages' .'of  early  vegetables  and 
gro7/ers'  intentions  to  plant  some  intermediate  and  late  crops  indicate  a  com- 
bined acreage  for  16  commercial  truck  crops  grown  for  market  of  about  4  percent 
greater  than  in  1935  and  about  22  percent  greater  than  the  5-year  (1928-32) 
average.    A  large  number  of  crops  show  increased  acreages,  with  the  greatest 
increases  reported  for  cabbage  and  watermelons.     Indications  of  the  onion 
acreage  shows  the  greatest  decrease.     Acreage  indications  for  asparagas,  early 
beets,  peas  and  lettuce  show  only  slight  declines. 

TTith  few  exceptions  commercial  truck  crops  were  selling  at  higher  prices 
the  first  half  of  March  than  a  month  earlier  or  during  a  corresponding  period  a 
year  ago.    Recent  favorable  growing  conditions  and  prospects  of  increased  pro- 
duction in  those  areas  where  crops  were  replanted  or  retarded  by  freeze  damage, 
however,  indicate  increasing  supplies  of  truck  crops  during  the  next  month  or 
six  weeks. 

Generally  lower  prices,  largely  resulting  from  seasonal  declines  and 
recovery  of  crops  from  unfavorable  growing  conditions,  are  indicated  for  the 
next  few  months. 

Asparagus ;     Acroa,-'-:e  about  sane  as  in  1935.     The  1937  as~oaragus  acreage 
for  market  and  canning  and  for .manufacture  is  indicated  to  be  about  1  percent 
less  than  the  acreage  cut  in  1935.     The  total  acreage  reported  in  California  is 
about  the  same  as  the  total  acreage  harvested  last  year.     The  acreage  in  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia  this  year  has  been  reduced  slightly.     Acreage  for  cutting 
in  the  late  States  shows  little  change  from  1935.    March  1  conditions  indicate  a 
total  production  in  the  early  States  2  percent  smaller  than  last  year's  total 
production. 

Because  of  the  Lateness  of  the  California  crop  occasioned  by  unfavorable 
weather  conditions,  early  season  supplies  this  year  have  been  light  and  prices 
relatively  high.     Shipments  from  California,  which  supplies  a  major  part  of 
the  early  crop,  are  expected  to  reach  a  peak  in  early  April. 

Stocks  of  canned  asparagus  available  on  January  1  were  about  50  percent 
larger  than  a  .year  earlier,  which,  together  with  early  prices  of  fresh  asparagus 
averaging  higher  than  last  year,  indicates  that  more  of  the  California  crop 
will  be  marketed  fresh  than  last  year.     On  the  other  hand  it  is  indicated  that 
canners  and  quick  freezers  will  take  larger  amounts  of  the  crop  in, Eastern  States 
this  year. 

Cauliflower;     Smaller  supply.     The  prospects  are  for  a  smaller  supply  of 
spring  crop  cauliflower  than  in  1935.     Also,  prices  are  likely/ to  continue  at 
higher  levels  than  a  year  ago.     Production  in  California,  practically  the  only 
source  of  supply  during  the  spring  months,  is  indicated  to  be  13  percent  smaller 
than  last  year' s  production. 
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Cat> "bare :    Prospective  prices  lower.     An  increase  of  5  percent  in  the 
total  acreage  planted  or  to  be  planted  to  cabbage  for  the  1937  crop  marketing 
year  is  indicated  "by  preliminary  reports  of  acreages  planted  in  the  fall,  early, 
and  second  early  group  of  States,  and  "by  growers'  intentions  to  plant  reports 
in  intermediate  and  late  States.     These  increased  plantings,  with  average 
yields,  would  result  in  a  larger  cabbage  crop  in  each  of  the  areas  than  was 
harvested  last  season.     Prices  received  by  farmers,  therefore,  may  be  expected 
to  average  below  those  in  1936  throughout  most  of  1937. 

Prom  a  low  point  reached  during  the  third  week  in  January,  prices  of 
Early  Domestic  cabbage,  with  a  few  minor  recessions,  have  shown  a  slight 
upward  trend.     Prices  during  the  second  week  in  March  were  a  little  above 
those  of  a  year  ago.     During  the  1936  marketing  season  cabbage  prices  reached 
a  low  point  in  March,  rose  slightly  in  April,  declined  again  in  Hay  and  then 
advanced  to  unusually  high  levels  during  the  summer.    Present  prospects  in- 
dicate generally  lower  prices  this  season. 

Onions ;     Smaller  supplies  likely.     Preliminary  reports  on  the  planted 
acreage  in  the  early  group  of  States  and  growers'  intentions  to  plant  in  the 
intermediate  and  late  group  of  States  indicate  a  total  1937  onion  acreage  in 
the- United  States  of  about  94,130  acres  compared  with  109,480  acres  in  1936  and 
a  5-year  average  (1928-32)  of  84,430  acres.     If  these  smaller  acreages  are 
planted  and  average  yields  per  acre  are  obtained,  smaller  supplies  of  onions 
throughout  most  of  the  1937  season  would  be  produced  and  growers  would  receive 
generally  higher  trices  than  those  which  prevailed  during  the  marketing  year, 
1935-37. 

Prices  of  late  1936  crop  onions  advanced. materially  during  the  period 
from  late  January  to  the  third  week  in  February.     Prices  declined  slightly 
from  the  February  peak  and  remained  fairly  steady  during  the  first  half  of 
March.     Present  prices  of  old  stock  arc  above  those  of  a  year  ago,  when  the 
market  declined  during  the  closing  weeks  of  the  marketing  season,  and  they  are 
expected  to  continue  higher  than  last  year, 

A  record  crop  of  onions  was  produced  in  the  early  States  in  the  spring 
of  1935,  and  prices  were  extremely  low.     This  year,  with  prospects  for  a 
smaller  crop  of  Bermuda  type  onions,  with  late  crop  onions  selling  at  higher 
prices  than  in  1936,  and  with  generally  improved  demand  conditions,  it  is 
probable  that  the  price  of  the  early  crop  will  average  considerably  higher  than 
last  year. 

Tomatoes :     Probable  larger  acreage.  The  preliminary  estimate  of  tomato 
acreage  for  the  second  section  of  the  Early  group  of  States  shows  a  decrease  of 
15  percent  below  last  year's  acreage.     The  combined  estimated  acreage  of  fall, 
first  and  second  sections  of  the  early  group,  however,  is  greater  than  the 
acreage  planted  in  1936.     It  is  probable  that  the  total  acreage  planted  to 
tomatoes  in  the  balance  of  the  United  States  this  year  will  be  greater  than 
that  planted  last  season.     The  trend  of  production  and  consumption  of  tomatoes 
has  been  upward  in  recent  years. 
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Recent  prices  ^ere  higher  than  a  month  earlier  but  lower  than  a  year 
ago.     Prices  may  "be  expected  to  improve  slightly  during  the  next  month  and 
then  to  decline  seasonally  during  May  and  June. 

Total  carlot  shipments  and  imports  to  March  13  this  year  were  about 
26  percent  greater  than  up  to  a  corresponding  date  a  year  ago.  Florida 
shipments  were  86  percent  greater;  imports  from  Cuba  were  about  the  same 
as  last  season  while  imports  from  Mexico  were  smaller. 

Watermelons :    Acreage  smaller  than  anticipated.    Watermelon  growers 
in  the  early  and  second  early  States  report  that  they  intend  to  increase  the 
acreage  planted  to  watermelons  by  about  6  percent  over  that  harvested  in 
1936.     In  view  of  the  relatively  high  prices  received  for  the  193&  crop,  this 
increase  is  smaller  than  would  normally  be  expected  and  ma;/"  be  accounted  for 
by  the  improved  prospects  for  other  crops  that  compete  for  the  land. 

•n  the  basis  of  present  acreage  indications,  and  with  yields  equal 
to  the  average  of  the  last  five  years  -  212  melons  per  acre,  the  1937  water- 
melon production  in  these  areas  combined  would  be  about  the  same  as  that 
harvested  in  193&.     Yields  per  acre  of  watermelons,  however,  have  been  de- 
clining during  the  last  decade  or  more.     For  the  two  groups  reported,  yields 
averaged  212  melons  per  acre  during  the  5-yea.r  1932-3^  period,  whereas  during 
the  period  1927-31  they  averaged  303  melons.     If  the  per-acre  yield  should 
be  somewhere  between  the  averages  for  the  last  two  5-year  periods,  therefore, 
the  1937  crop  would  exceed  the  193^  crop.     The  smaller  supply,  with  im- 
proved demand  conditions  during  the  1937  marketing  season,  would  result  in 
considerably  higher  prices  than  those  received  in  193&,  "but  "the  larger  crop 
would  mean  lower  prices  for  1937  than  were  received  in  13J>G. 

Truck  Crops  for  Canning  or  Manuf ac tur e 

Stocks  of  canned  vegetables  available  for  the  remainder  of  the  cur- 
rent marketing  season  are  generally  smaller  than  the  relatively  large  sup- 
ply available  for  the  corresponding  period  a  year  ago.     March  1  stocks  of 
canned  peas  and  canned  corn  were  25  percent  and  37  percent,  respectively, 
Tielow  those  of  a  year  earlier.     February  1  stocks  of  canned  snap  beans  and 
tomatoes  ^ere  about  50  percent  and  10  percent  less  than  holdings  at  the  same 
time  last  season.     On  the  other  hand,  January  1  stocks  of  asparagus  were 
about  50  percent  greater  than  those  of  a  year  earlier,  and  stocks  of  beets 
and  spinach  were  about  7  percent  and  19  percent  higher. 

Because  of  the  smaller  total  supply  of  nearly  all  these  vegetables 
available  for  the  entire  current  (193^-37)  market in c  season,   shipments  and 
consumption  this  season  to  date  have  been  at  a  slower  rate  than  in  the  pre- 
vious year  and  may  be  expected  to  continue  so  during  the  remainder  of  the 
marketing  period.     Carry-over  stocks  at  the  end  of  the  current  marketing 
season  also  probably  will  be  smaller  thsn  a  year  earlier.     This  situation 
has  tended  to  strengthen  prices  of  canned  vegetables  generally.     It  is  likely, 
therefore,  that  slight  increases  in  acreage  of  vegetables  for  canning  will 
be  contracted  for  in  1937  at  prices  to  producers  slightly  higher  than  those 
paid  in  193&- 


FVS-3 


-.16  - 


.Acreage  expansion,  is  already  indicated  for  spinach,  and  green  peas. 
The  California  acreage -of  spinach  for  canning  is  estimated  at  13,170  acres 
for  1937,  against  12^970  acres  in  193^-     Production  is  indicated  to  he 
about  H6,1Q0    tons,   compared  with  Hi , 500  tons  a  year  ago. 

With  regard  to  green  peas,  the  early  reports  indicate  that  growers 
intend  to  increase  the  1937  acreage  by  2.3  percent  over  that  planted  in 
1936.     The  expansion  is  expected  to  be  general  throughout  all  producing' 
areas,  with  the  largest  increases  occurring  in  the  far-western  States. 

The  total  acreage  and  production  of  asparagus  for  market  and  canning 
in  California,  the  principal  asparagas-canning  State ,  is  indicated  to  be 
slightly  less  than  a  year  ago.     This  smaller  crop,   together  with  early 
market  prices  for  fresh  asparagus  averaging  higher  than  last  season,  is 
expected  to  result  in  a  smaller  canned-asparagus  pack  this  season. 
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Truck  crops:    Acreage  and  production,  average  1928-32,  annual  1936  and  1937 

■*  Acreage  :  Production  

Commodity  :.  :  :     _  :  :  •  :  19 

ana^oup         49Ts!l=W36  ■■    ££g    :  1936 

  :  !  ■   :  :      _  :   :  cat 

:  Acres      Acres      Acres     :  : 


Asparagus  1/           :.      ,.:  :  1  000  : 

Early  :  7^,550  79,900  73,7^0:  crates:  7,2^9             7,925  7,771 

Late   :  2k.  530  27.360  27.500:       "       :  2.011  3.0^3 

Total  2  groups:  99.030  107.260  106,260:       "       :  9 , 260           10 ,  9jS___ — 

Beans,  Snap             :  j  1,000  : 

Fall   :  12,000  lh,900  r, 21, 000: bushels:  1,013            1,295  1,986 

Early  (l)   ;     q,660  30.000  30.000:       "       :'_  9^6  1.800  1,3R? 

Total  2  groups:  21 . 660  U-4.900  51.000:       "       :  1.9^9  3.095  3.936 

Beet  s                       :  :  '  : ' 

Early   :     U,710  7,U00  '     5,600:'     »       :gj  83O    Zf      1,036  868 

Cabbage                    :  : '  :  ' 

Fall   :        gio  1,920  2,800:  tons     :  5. 900             9,500  22,200 

Early   :37,56o  57,100  53,000:      "       :2_/  211,000    2_/  - 307  ,300  327  ,900 

Second  early           13,810  18,300  19,^00:      "       :gj  80,700    2/  92,100 

Intermediate  ...:  25,220  32,510  1/33,180:       "       :  157,700  l6O,UC0 

Late   :  71.750  7U.030  3? 30. 100:       "       :2/  571.600  519.800 

Total   : 1U9, 150  183. 8 60  193. USO:       "       :?/l.  02.6. 900  2/1.039.100 

Carrots                    :  :■ 1,000  : 

Fall   :     3,280  7,100  10 , hOO : bushels :  1,830             3,337  ^,576 

Early  :     S.UGo  11.000  3.800:       "      *g[  l.gUo    2/       1.877  1.533 

Total  2  groups:  11.  7^0  13.100  19.200:      n      :  3 .  670  5.2lU  6.109 

Cauliflower             :  :  1,0  J  : 

Pall  and  winter. :     7,990  8,800  9,750:  crates:  2,26l             1,952      2, 356 

Early   :     8.630  3.650  7.900:      11       :  2.235  2.U91  2.133 

Total  2  groups:  16.620  17.U50  17.650:       "       :  U.U96  U.UU3  U.H89 

Celery                     :  ■  : 

Pall  and  winter  :     7,180  9,050  11,500:      "       :  1,2^0             1,538  U/l,SU0 

Early   :     7,620  8,900  10,050:       11       :  2,533             2,538  2,501 

Second  early  .  .  .  :     1 . 000  1 .  900  1 .  700 :       "       :  5.90  Qb9 

Total  3  groups:  15.800  19,850  23.250:       "       :  U.363  5.QU5 

Cucumbers                :  :  1,000  : 

Fall   :     1,180  1,600  1 , 600 : bushel s :  93                l60  96 

Eggplant                  :  :  : 

Eall   :     1,170  98O  1,350:      »       :  210                133  ^ 

Lettuce                   :  :  1,000  : 

Early  :  49,7hO  36,010  35,250:  crates:  5,821    2/      U, 79S  5,037 

inions                      :  :  1,000  : 

Early  :  23,060  3^,970  2^,200:  sacks  :2/  2,308    2/  3,302 

Intermediate  ...:     3,330  20,^00  3_/l7,200:       "       :gj  1,337  2,209 

Late   :  53,0U0  5^.110  3/52.730:       "       :2/  9.602  11.811 

Total   :  8U.U30  109.  U80  9>4,130:      "       :2/  1^.2^7    2<  17.322 

Peas                         :  :  1,000  : 

Early  :     G,kjO  l6,U00  1 6, 200 : bushel s :  U38             1,300  ^29 


Continued  - 
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Truck  crops-r-  •  Acreage  and  production",' "average  ■±f/lQ~32,  annual  193-6... and  1937--Cont'd 


Acreage 

Production 

Con.iodity  : 
and  group  : 

Average 
1928-32: 

: 

I936  : 

1937 
(prel. ) 

Unit 

Average 
1928-32 

:  I936 

:  1937 

(Indicated) 
.:  

Act-cs 

Acres 

Acres 

Peppers,  green  : 

:  1,000  : 

2,010 

2,400 

600 

3,600 

3 ,000 

:bushels  . 

406 

5/  834 

350 
132 

640 

660 

Early  (winter) . . 

5/1,320 

11 

Total  2  groups 

5,330 

3 ,000 

6,600 

:  1,240 

482 

 ij.3_o_o_ 

Spinach 

•  2,940 
30,860 

2,900 
51,450 

2.600 

62,000; 

11 

n  0  n 

888 
7,599 

754 
7 ,59o 

780 
11.849 

it 

Total  2  groups 

33,800 

54,350 

64, 600 

11 

:        8 ,487 

8,350 

12,629 

Tomatoes  : 

4,010 
10,990 
27,880 

7,300 
11 ,000 

11,700 
19  ,200 
30 ,000 

11 

256 
1,218 
2,064 

584 
990 
2,636 

444 
1,632 

35,200 

11 

Total  3  groups 

42  ,880 

53,500 

60 ,900 

.              II  ; 

3,538 

4,210 

W  at  erne  Ions 

:  1,000 

41,460 

23,500  3/27,000 

.  melons 

:  15,202 

8,942 

Second  early  ... 

151,230 

169,200  q/176, 800 

11 

2/  39,858 

2/33,n26 

Total  2  groups 

192,690  192,700 

203,800 

:  " 

2/  55,060 

2/42,768 

1/  Includes  asparagus  for  narket  and  canning. 

2/  Includes  spne  quantities  not  harvested  on  account  of  narket  conditions, 

3/  Acreage  "based  on  growers'   intentions  to  plant. 

4/  Includes  production  which  was  destroyed  hy  cold  weather. 

5/  Short-tine  average. 


4 


FYS- 3 


-  19  - 


Truek  crops:    Wholesale  prices  at  Chicago  and  New  York,  specified  weeks 


Commodity 
and 
State 

Chicago 

New  York 

•  - 

Unit 

»  ■ 

: 

Week  ended 

Y/eek  ended 

Mar. 13, 

1937 

:Feb,13, 

:  1937 

Mar  .14, 

1936 

Mar. 13, 

:  1937 

: Feb.  13,  :Mar.l4, 

:  1937     :  1936 

Asparagus  (medium) 

:  ; 

I  \ 

Cal ii  •  »«...«.««... 

: '     crat  e  : 

8.E5 



4.40 

8.12 

3.88 

S  •  L  »  .,.«.»««.«,., 

•          it  . 









6,67 



Snap  beans- 

;  ; 

:  bushel 

4.78 

3.50 

2.38 

3.88 

3.32 

2.21 

4.65 

3.12 

2.75 

3.94 

3.15 

2.79 

Lima  "beans- 

;  ; 

•  »f 

.  4.85 

3.12 

3  .,75 

4.08 

3,95 

3.18 

Beet  s- 

:  ; 

:  g  crate 

1.14 

1.25 

.98 

1.11 

1.36 

1.11 

C abb age- 

:1-J-  bu.hmp. 

1.44 

1.16 

1.15 

1,15 

•.lettuce  crate 

:  1.91 

1.64 

1.47 

2.04 

1,91 

1.94 

Carrot  s- 

: lettuce  crate: 
:        6  doz. 

2.38 

2.31 

2.04 

3/2.7") 

2.55 

2.58 

Caulif lower- 

:  ; 

:  crate 

1.47 

1.94 

1.22 

1.63 

2.19 

1.52 

Celery- 

:  ; 

:     %  crate 

2.81 

2.00 

2.10 

3.00 

2.30 

2.46 

:  10"  crate, 
:  4-10  doz. 

3.35 

2.12 

2.68 

3.18 

1.96 

2.23 

Lettuce- 

: 

:  crate  4-5 
:  doz. 

5.42 

4.70 

2.74 

5.79 

5.18 

5.08 

Onions- 

: 

2/  .81 

2/  .64 

2/  .62 

1.20 

.90 

.79 

1.42 

1.14 

1.15 

1.72 

1.33 

1.44 

Peas- 

:  bushel  ; 

4.84 

3.62 

1.92 

11 

4.44 

1/5  .00 

2.61 

2.64 

.  IT 

:  4.78 

4.97 

2.28 

5.^8 

5.30 

2.38 

Peppers- 

crate 

3.62 

2.12 

4.80 

2.77 

1.32 

4.25 

Spinach- 

:  bushel 

:  .92 

.79  4/  .73 

.89 

.86 

.74 

Tomatoes- 

lugs 

.  2.53 

2.38  4/  2.15 

2.17 

1.64 

2.92 

.  ii 

2.46 

2.10 

5.89 

1/  Average  for  1  day.  2/    Street  sales.  3/  Not  quoted  6  doz.        4/  Fair 


quality  and  condition. 
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DRY  EDIBLE  BKfiNS 

The  indications  are  that  the  acreage  of  dry  edible  beans  for 
harvest  in  1937  will  be  increased  about  11  percent  ever  the  relatively 
small  acreage  harvested  in  1936.    On  the  basis  of  this  increase  in 
acreage  —  and  if  average  growing  conditions  prevail,  the  1937  crop 
would  total  approximately  11,500,000  bags  of  100  pounds,  or  about  400,000 
bags  (4  percent)  more  than  was  produced  in  1936  but  about  700,000  bags 
(6  percent)  less  than  the  1928-32  average  crop.    On  the  other  hand,  if 
yields  per  acre  in  1937  are  higher  than  the  average,  as  they  were  in 
1935  and  1936,  a  dry  bean  crop  of  12,700,000  bags,  or  only  slightly 
larger  than  average,  would  be  in  prospect.    Such  a  crop  would  be  large 
enough  to  cover  only  average  requirements.     Since  carry-over  stocks  of  ' 
old.  beans  probably  will  be  below  normal  this  fall,  it  is  likely  that 
total  supplies  of  beans  for  1937-38  will  be  less  than  usual  and  average 
prices  to  producers  will  approach  those  of  1936-37. 

Because  of  the  relatively  small  supply  of  dry  edible  beans  avail- 
able for  the  1936-37  marketing  season,  and  the  improved  general  demand 
situation,  prices  received  by  farmers  this  season  to  date  have  averaged 
considerably  above  those  of  any  year  since  1929-30.    The  average  of  $6.44 
per  100  pounds  received  by  growers  on  February  15  was  the  highest  for 
that  month  since  1923  and  the  highest  for  any  month  since' November  1929. 

Recent  trade  reports  indicate  that  storage  holdings,  except  in 
California,  are  considerably  below  those  of  a  year  ago.    Prices,  there- 
fore, may  be  expected  to  continue  at  present  or  somewhat  higher  levels 
during  most  of  the  remainder  of  the  current  marketing  season.  These 
higher  prices  are  largely  responsible  for  the  expansion  in  the  acreage 
intended  to  be  planted  for  harvest  in  1937.    They  also  have  resulted 
in  increased  imports  of  beans  this  season  to  date.    From  September  to 
January,  inclusive,  this  season  the  imports  totaled  132,000  bags  of 
100  pounds,  compared  with, 50, 000  bags  during  the  corresponding  period 
of  last  season  and  114,000  bags  two  seasons  ago. 
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Dry  edible  boons:  Acreoge  and  'production,  average 
1928-32,  annuel  1933-37 


Stoto 


Average  : 
1928-32  : 


1933  - 


1934 


1935 


1936 


Intended 
193? 


1,000 
acres 


1,000 
acres 


1,000  1,000  1,000  1,000 
acres  '      acres       acres  acres 


Acreage : 

Me.,  Vt.,  N.Y. ,  Mich., 

Wis. ,  Minn.      l/  .. . 
Nebr . ,  Mont . ,  Idaho , 

Wyo . ,  Or eg.      2/  . . . 
Kans.,  Colo.,  N.  Mex., 

Ariz.  3/  

Calif.  4/~  .  


Total 


Product  ion: 

Me.,  Vt.,  N.Y. ,  Mich., 

Wis  v  Minn.      l/. ... 
Nebr. ,  Mont. ,  Idaho , 

Wyo.,  Or eg.      2/  . . . 
Kans.,  Colo.,  N.  Mex., 

Ariz.  3/ 
Calif.  4/"., 


Total 


733 

737 

803 

:  -  .  73g. 

'  624  ' 

633 

213 

177 

151 

:  •  - '  195 

171 

1.98 

547 

540 

207 

:  615  ~ 

'  .420 

'  509. 

314 

'  275 

•299 

 -339-  '  ' 

'  547 

391 

1,806 

1,729 

1,460 

1,885 

1,562 

1,731 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000  . 

.1,000 

bags 

bags 

bags 

bags 

bags 

bags 

4,624 

5,326 

5,494 

6,365 

3,614 

2,283 

2,116 

1,729 

2,097 

1,995 

1,930 

1,809 

479 

1,896 

1,432 

3,348  . 

3,520 

3 , 684 

3,965 

4,081 

12,181 

12,771 

11,386 

14,323 

11,122 

1/  largely  Pea  beans  . 
2/  Largely  Gr.  Northern. 
3/  Largely  Pinto. 

4/  Miscellaneous  varieties  -  mostly  Limas ,  Baby  Limas ,  Blacfeeves,  Small 
and  Finks. 


Whit.es, 
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Dry  edible  beans:     Supply  and  disposition,  average  1928-29  to 

1932-53,  annual  1933-34  to  1936-37 


:  Average  :                 :  :  l 

Item                        :  1928-29  :  1933-34  :  1934-35  :  1935-36  :  1936-37 

 rto  1932-33:  :  ;  :  

:  1,000       1,000  1,000     '  1,000     ~  1,000*. 

:  bags         bags  bags  bags  bags 

• 

Production   :  12,181        12,771  11,393  14,323  11,122 

Carry-over  l/   ;  1,095         1,250  2,000  1,150  1,000 

Imports   :  653  158  389  147  

Total  supply  :  13,929       14,179  13,782"  15,620  

Exports  and  re-exports  ...:  254              79  55  92 
Shipments  to  noncontiguous: 

U.S.  territories   :  286             333  271  332 

Carry-over  2j   :  1,231         2,000  1,150  1,000  


Domestic  disappearance  .:     12,158       11,767        12,306  14,196 


l/  Stocks  in  warehouses  and  elevators  in  main  producing  sections  at  begin- 
ning of  crop  marketing  season  September  1. 
2/  Stocks  at  end  of  season. 


Dry  edible  beans:     Average  price  per  100  pounds  received  by  farmers, 
by  months,  average  1928-29  to  1932-33,  annual  1933-34 

to  1936-37 


Month 

:  Average  : 
:  1928-29  to  : 
:  1932-33  : 

1933-34  : 

1934-35  : 

1935-36 

1936-37 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Sept  

:  4.98 

3.29 

3.83 

3.08 

4.35 

Oct  

:  4.69 

2.64 

3.83 

2.89 

4.83 

Nov  

:  4.46 

2.85 

3.56 

2.67 

5.30 

Dec.   

I  4.37 

2.64 

3.43 

2.44 

5.49 

Jan  

:  4.34 

2.70 

3.51 

2.61 

5.87 

Feb  

4.38 

2.82 

3.50 

2.85 

6.44 

Mar.   

:  4.29 

2.75 

3.62 

2.86 

Apr  

:  4.21 

2.61 

3.63 

3.00 

May  

4.52 

2.61 

3.62 

3.02 

June   

4.43 

2.74 

3.54 

2.96 

J  uly  : 

4.40 

2.79 

3.41 

3.76 

Aug  : 

4.53 

3.19 

3.26 

4.33 

Weighted  : 
average  .: 

4.48 

2.79 

3.56 

2.93 
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P1ANUTS 

The  1937  acreage  of  peanuts,  grown  alone  for  all  purposes,  is 
expected  to  "be  2  .percent,  larger  than  that  harvested  in  1936  and  will  "be 
the  largest  a.creage  on"  record.     If  the  acreage  actually  harvested  for 
nuts  in  1937- is  correspondingly  larger  than  that  harvested  in  1936  and 
if  average  growing  conditions  prevail,  the  supply  of:peanuts  available 
for  market  in  the  1937-38  season  would  be  slightly  smaller  than  the 
supplies  available  during  the  last  2  seasons.    If  growing  conditions 
are  as  favorable  as  in  1935  and  1936,  however,  a  peanut  crop  slightly 
larger  than  the  record  large  crop  of  1935  would  be  produced. 

During  the  last  2  seasons,  unusually  large  quantities  of  peanuts 
were  crushed  for  oil  and  the  indications  are  that  still,  larger  quantities 
are  being  so  used  in  the  current  (1936-37)  season.     Whereas,  crushings 
averaged  73  million  pounds  of  peanuts  in  the  hull  during  the  5  years 
1928-32,  and  totaled  only  45  million  pounds  in  the  1933-34  season,  they 
increased  to  220  million  pounds  in  1934-35  and  to  241 -million  pounds  in 
1935-36.     In  the  current  season  (1936-37),  crushings  during  the  first 
quarter  were  26  percent  greater  than  in  the  first  quarter  of  .the  1935-36 
season. 

This  unusual  increased  demand  for  peanuts,  together  with  improving 
consumer  purchasing  power,  has  resulted  in  substantially  higher  average 
prices  to  growers  during  the  last  5  seasons,  despite  the  large  crops 
produced.    Although  the  production  of  peanuts  for  nuts .totaled  1,300 
Billion  pounds  in  1936,  compared  with  945,886,000  pounds,  the  1928-32 
average,  prices  received  by  growers  have  risen  sharply  from  the  season's 
low  point  in  November  and  have  averaged  higher  than  for  .cany -season  since 
1930.    On  February  15  the  United  States  average  price  received  by  farmers 
was  4.1  cents  per    pound,  the  same  as  on  January  15,  but.  fully  1  cent  per 
pound  higher  than  in  mid-February  1936.    Prices  of  cleaned  and  shelled 
peanuts,  f.o.o.  cleaning  and  shelling  plants,  were  quoted  recently  at 
from  1-1/4  to  2-3/4  cents  per  pound  above  those  of  a  year  ago. 

With  another  large  peanut  crop  in  prospect  for  1937,  it  appears  that 
crushers  will  again  have  to  take  a  relatively  large  quantity  of  peanuts, 
if  prices  are  to  continue  at  the  levels  prevailing  in  recent  years.  Recent- 
ly, prime  crude  peanut  oil,  with  5  percent  refining  loss,  was  quoted  at 
10-1/8  to  10-1/4  cents  per  pound,  compared  with  8-3/8  to  8-l/2  cents  a  year 
earlier,  and  bleached  cottonseed  oil,  March  delivery,  ranged  from  11.20  to 
11,35  cents  per  pound,  against  9.30  to  9.48  cents  a  year  ago.    Based  upon 
the  relationship  of  normal  requirements  of  edible  fats  and  oils  generally 
to  the  prospective  supply  for  1937-38,  it  is' probable  that  the  demand  for 
peanuts  for  oil  production  will  be  as  great  next  season  as  in  the  1936-37 
season. 
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Peanuts:    Acreage  and  production,  average  1928-32,  annual  1934-37 


Section 

{Average    :                 :                 :                 :  Intended 
: 1928-32    :     1934      :     1935      :     1936      :  1937 

:  1,000         1,000         1,000         1,000  1,000 
:  acres         acres         acres         acres  acres 

■           Acreage  grown  alone  for  all  purposes 

:          402             398             395             402  427 
:          954         1,082          1,079         1,201  1,239 
:          347             339             472             453  432 

:       1,702          1,819          1,946         2,056  2,098 

Va.  -  U.C.  l/   

Solid  equivalent  of  acres  from  which  peanuts 
:                              were  harvested 

i          389             394             383  381 
;          775             977             989  1,044 
5          253             328             353  311 

1,417          1,699          1,725  1,736 

:                    Production  harvested  for  nuts 

i  ,  (JUO          1 ,  000            1 , 000            1 ,  000          1 ,  000 
pounds       pounds         pounds         pounds  pounds 

382,199      419,350      419,975  400,785 
435,327      597,490      686,450  773,615 
128,360      106,200      196,380  126,140 

945,886  1,123,040  1,302,805  1,300,540 

1/  Includes  Tennessee.  2/  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  and 
Mississippi.      3/    Texas,  Oklahoma,  Arkansas,  and  Louisiana. 


Copies  of  "Agricultural  Statistics,  1956"  Available 

A  limited  number  of  copies  of  "Agricultural  Statistics, 
1936"  are  still  available.    This  420-page  printed  volume  contains 
statistics  which  cover  practically  all  of  the  important  farm 
products  of  the  United  States.     The  statistics  relate  to  acreage, 
production,  farm  price,  farm  value,  and  foreign  trade  of  the 
principal  commodities.     Copies  may  be  obtained  from  the  Superin- 
i        tendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington, 
D.  C.  at  50  cents  each. 


miTED  STATES  DZP^RTi.EHT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
m  Wr^shingtonl  yd  SI  If 

FVS-4  April  21,  1937 

THE    FRUIT    AID    VEGETABLE  SITUATION 

Prices  of  citrus  fruits  probably  will  advance  more  than  usual 
during  the  remainder  of  the  spring  season  and  will' likely  continue  at 
relatively  high  levels  during  the  summer  months.    On  the  other  hand,  marked 
seasonal  declines  in  strawberry  prices  from  the  present  high  levels  are 
indicated  as  shipments  from  Louisiana  and  Alabama  gain  in  volume.  Total 
production  in  the  early  States  (excluding  Florida)  .and  the  second  early 
States  is  indicated  to  be  about  15  percent  greater  than  the  small  crop  of 
last  y ear. 

Although  potato  prices  have  declined  slightly  in  recent  weeks,  a 
slight  rise  during  the  latter  part  of  April  and  early  May  is  possible.  A 
temporary  advance  is  dependent  upon  the  date  when  marketings  of  the 
Louisiana  and  Alabama  crops  attain  volume,  upon  the  rate  of  marketings  of 
the  remainder  of  the  new  crop  in  Florida  and  Texas,  and  upon  the  storage 
supplies  of  old  potatoes.    The  seasonal  trend,  however,  is  downward, 
since  production  in  the  second  section  of  early  States  and  in  the  second 
early  States  is  indicated  to  be  considerably  above  last  year's  crop  and 
also  above  average.    Supplies  of  old  potatoes  are  relatively  small  and 
probably  will  have  a  decreasing  influence  on  the  market  situation  from  now 
until  the  end  of  the  season.  : 

Increasing  supplies  and  seasonal  price  declines  of  the  principal 
truck  crops  for  fresh  market  shipment  may  be  expected  during  the  next 
month  or  6  weeks.    Unfavorable  growing  conditions  in  the  early  States  have 
delayed  marketings  and  tended  to  maintain  prices  at  relatively  high  levels 
during  March. 
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3TFAWBERHIES 


Shipments  of  strawberries  during  recent  weeks  have  "been  very  light 
and  prices  have  advanced  to  higher  levels  than  prevailed  during  January  and 
February.     The  season  is  late  throughout  the  Southern  States  and  shipment 
in  volume  has  not  yet  begun  from  Louisiana  and  Alabama,  which  are  usually 
the  principal  sources  of  supply  during  April.     It  is  expected  that  marked 
seasonal  declines  in  prices' from  the  present  high  levels  will  occur  as  ship- 
ments from  these  areas  gain  in  volume.    Present  indications  point  to  the 
possibility  of  considerable  overlapping  during  May  of  marketings  from 
Louisiana  and  Alabama  and  the  second  early  group  of  States.     With  production 
in  these  areas  larger  than  that  of  last  year  and  not  much  below  average, 
this  overlapping  will  probably  result  in  relatively  heavy  supplies  of  straw- 
berries during  May. 

The  late  season  has  delayed  development  of  the  strawberry  crop  in 
practically  all  early  and  intermediate  producing  areas,  but  with  favorable 
weather  during  the  remainder'  of  the  season  yields  are  expected  to  be  fairly 
good.    Total  production  in  the  early  group  of  States,  excluding  Florida,  and 
the  second  early  group,  was  estimated  on  April  1,  at  4.4  million  crates, 
about  15  percent  greater  than  the  crop  in  the  same  States  last  year,  but 
8  percent  below  the  1932-36  average  production. 

Estimates  of  1937  production  in  the  intermediate  and  late  States  are 
not  yet  available.    Preliminary  estimates  indicate  a  decrease  in  acreage 
in  the  intermediate  States,  but  a  substantial  increase  in  acreage  in  the 
late  States.    There  seems  to  be  some  evidence  that  the  decrease  in  the 
intermediate  States  may  be  somewhat  greater  than  is  indicated  in  the 
accompanying  table;     even  though  the  decrease  is  substantial,  however, 
average  yields  could  produce  a  larger  crop  than  resulted  from  the  very  low 
yields  of  last  year. 

Carlot  shipments  in  recent  weeks  have  been  very  light.    During  the 
week  of  March  27  to  April  3  only  46  cars  moved  from  the  early  States,  com- 
pared with  435  in  the  corresponding  week  a  year  ago.    Shipments  during  the 
week  April  4-10  totaled  only  101  cars  this  year,  whereas  408  cars  moved  in 
the  same  week  of  1936. 

This  very  small  movement  of  strawberries  to  terminal  markets  has 
resulted  in  relatively  high  prices  for  this  time  of  year,  as  is  shown  in 
the  accompanying  table. 

Strawberries:     L.c.l.  price  per  quart,  Hew  York  and  Chicago, 


specified  periods 

Market  and  crop  : 

Week  ended 

Month 

Apr.  11,  :Mar.  13,  :Apr.  10, 

•  1936        :  1937        :  1957  ! 

Mar.       :  Mar. 

1  936       :  1937 

New  York  City- 

Cents          Cents          Cents         Cents  Cents 

  32              39-             28  35 

24                             l/  40         2/  34 

'                          33          3/38              29  37 
i        23               29               38         3/  26  32 

Chicago- 

1/  Average  for  1  day.    2/    Average  for  2  days.    3/  Average  for  5  days. 
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Strawberries:  Acreage 

and  production, 

average 

1932-36,  annual 

1936  and 

  ..    _                             ,   ,    ,  _,  

:    _      Aero  ego  .  - 

  Production—  

: 5-year 

: 5 -year 

Forecast 

and  State 

: average 

:  1936 

1937  : 

average 

:  1936  : 

1937 

JM31-35 

: 1931-35 

I 

1 ,000 

.1,000 

1  ,"000 

:  Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

crates 

crates 

crates 

Early,  excluding  Fla.l/.  .. 

I 

:  27,806 
. 

20,400 

23,150 

1,838 

1,605 

1,843 

Second  early 

: 

12,400 

7,400 

.  892 

496 

237 

1,680 

1,870 

298 

247 

305 

820 

600 

23 

.4.1. 

36 

8,800 

9,200 

627 

.519 

644 

560 

60.0 

36 

.  .     3.8  . 

.  45 

:  16,900 

15,600 

14,200 

834. 

. . .  437. 

639 

6,100 

7,320 

481. 

.  .  427 

622 

45,960 

41,190 

3,1.9.1 

2,205 

2,528 

Total  early  and  second:   

early  1/  :  81,924  66,360    64,340    5,029  3,810.  4,371 

Intermediate   :  42,128  43,160  2/42,130    2,694  1,951  — 

Late   :  48,224  53,100  2/57,800     3,041  3,804 


1/  Early  includes  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Mississippi  and  Texas. 
2/  Preliminary 


CITRUS  FRUITS 


ORANGES:  Prices  remain  high.  Prices  of  all  oranges  continue  at  relatively 
high  levels,   and  the  outlook  is  still  for  further  advances  during  the  balance  of 
the  season.     Shipments  during  the  past  month  or  6  weeks  have  been  lighter  than 
either  those  of  last  year  or  the  1931-35  average. 

Indications  on  April  1  pointed  to  an  increase  of  about  900, 000''  boxes 
in  the  total  orange  crop  over  the  March  1  estimate,  principally  because  of 
improved  conditions  in  California.     The  total  crop  is  still  smaller  than  that 
of  last  year  and  less  than  average;  the  California  Valencia  crop  is  23  percent 
below  the  1931-35  average. 

GRAPEFRUIT:  Price  advance  continues.  Prices  of  grapefruit  continue  to 
advance  from  the  lew  level  reached  in  late  January  and  are  likely  to  make  at  least 
the  usual  seasonal  rise  before  the  end  of  the  current  marketing  period.  Ship- 
ments of  grapefruit  during  recent  weeks  have  been  relatively  heavy,  and  total 
shipments  during  the  season  to  date  are  55  percent  greater  than  during  a 
corresponding  period  a  year  ago. 

The  April  1  estimate  of  total  grapefruit  production  was  2.5  million 
boxes  greater  than  the  March  1  estimate.    The  increase  occurred  in  the 
estimates  of  the  Texas  and  California  crops.     This  brings  the  crop  to  the 
record  level  of  more  than  28  million  boxes. 
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Citrus  fruits:    Production,  average  1 9 31 -35, annual  1935  and  1936 


Crop  and  States  1/ 


Oranges : 

Winter  and  spring  varieties 
Calif .  , Navels  and  misc 

Fla.  ,  all  ..-  

Five  other  St 

Total  

Summer  and  early  fall 
varieties 
Calif,,  Valencias  .... 

Total  7  States   

Grapefruit : 
Fla.,  all 
Seedless 
Other  .. 

Tex  

Calif.  ... 
Ariz.  .... 

Total  4  States 
Lemons:            .  \. 
Calif  


Average 

i? 31-35 

1,000  boxes 


15,216 

16,824 
1  ,036 
33, 076 


19,993 
53,069 

11,997 


2*OJ97 
1,786 

16,841 

8,018 


1935 
1,000  boxes 


14,469 
18,000 

1,234 
33,703 


1936  2/ 
1  ,000  boxes 


12,064 
21,200 
2,555 
35.819 


18,580 

14,400 

•  •  •"•  52-r283  •  ' 

50,219 

11,-500 

.....  17,500 

. .  - "  ~| ,.000  *."'. 

.     .  5,700 

 7  , -50-o  • 

11,800 

 2,267"- 

8",3"oo 

■ :.  .  2,-741  •  • 

.  .     .  .  1,320 

 1,800 

1  ,200 

~  18,308 

28,32*0 

7,737 

5,724 

Net  weight  of  contents  of  box -varies.     In -Cal if ornia  .and  Arizona  the 
approximate  average  for  oranges  is  70  pounds,  net,  and  grapefruit  60  pounds; 
in  Florida  and -other  States  oranges  90  pounds,-  and  grapefruit  80  pounds; 
California  lemons  about  76  pounds,  net. 

1/    Relates  to  crop  c-t  bl?oin  of  year  shown;  picking  beginning  November  1  in 

California  and  September  1  in  other  States. 
2/  Estimate  as  of  April  1,  1937 . 


Citrus  fruits:  Weighted  average  price  per  box  at  New  York  and  Chicago, 

specified  periods 


Market  and  crop 


New  York  City: 

Oranges  -  Calif.  Navels 
Fla. 

Grapefruit  -  Fla. 
Lemons  -  Calif. 
Chicago : 

Oranges  -  Calif.  Navels 
Fla. 

Grapefruit  -  Fla. 

Tex. 
Lemons  -  Calif. 


Averag_e  _week  ended 
Apr. '  11:  Mar."  13  : 
1936   : .  ..  .  1937  : 
Dollars  Dollars 


3.30 
2.91 
2.93 
4.51 

3.17 
3.13 
2.56 
2.20 

4.71 


4.02 
3.72 
2.29 
5.42 

3-89 
3.84 
2.21 
2.05 

5.58 


Ave 

;age_  

Apr.  10" 

Mar . 

:     Mar . 

193.7 

,1936  

L  A937 

Dollars 

Dol lars 

Dollars 

3.96 

3.03 

3.99 

3.79 

2.98 

3-84 

2.67 

2.51 

2.33 

4-87 

5.22 

5.20 

4-33 

3.09 

3.96 

3.88 

3.07 

3.95 

2.68 

2.64 

2.35 

2.55 

2.57 

1.98 

5.30 

5.03 

5.50 
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POTATOES 

The  time  for  a  seasonal  decline  in  potato  prices  is  rapidly  approaching. 
There  is  the  possibility  of  a  slight  advance  in  prices  of  both  new  and  old 
stock,  however,  "before  this  decline  occurs.    A  temporary  advance  is  dependent 
upon  the  date  when  marketings  of  the  Louisiana  and  Alabama  crops  attain  volume, 
upon  the  rate  of  marketings  of  the  remainder  of  the  new  crop  in  Florida  and 
Texas,  and  upon  the  storage  supplies  of  old  potatoes. 

iffew  crop  delayed 

Heports  received  to  date  indicate  that  the  development  of  the  new  crop 
in  Louisiana  and  Alabama  has  been  delayed  by  unfavorable  weather  conditions. 
On  the  other  hand,  blight  in  north  Florida  has  tended  to  speed  up  harvestings 
in  that  area.     Because  of  relatively  heavy  shipments  from  January  1  to  date, 
supplies  of  old  potatoes  remaining  for  shipment  are  probably  rather  small.  This 
fact,  together  with  the  lateness  of  the  Louisiana  and  Alabama  crops,  indicates 
the  possibility  of  an  advance  in  prtato  prices  in  the  next  month  or  6  weeks, 
and  then  a  relatively  sharp  decline.     The  supply  situation  is  somewhat  similar 
to  that  existing  last  year  and  in  1927.     In  each  of  these  years  a  sharp  advance 
in  prices  occurred  during  the  latter  part  of  April  and  early  May.     The  price 
outlook  is  for  a  seasonal  downward  trend  in  prices  until  about  the  middle  of 
August.  "■ 

Potato  prices  have  declined  slightly  in  all  markets  during  the  last  month, 
with  those  .at  Maine  and  Idaho  shipping  points  dropping  the  most.     The  accompanying 
tables  show  the  prices  for  the  different  markets  for  the  week  ending  April  in, 
with  comparisons. 

Shipments  heavy  from  Florida.  Texas 

Shipments  of  new  potatoes  from  Florida  and  Texas  have  moved  at  a  slightly 
faster  rate  than  at  this  time  a  year  ago.     In  both  Florida  and  the  lower  valley 
of  Texas  the  movement  probr bly  is  past  the  half-way  mark.     Florida  shipments 
totaled  3>^62  cars  through  April  1^ ,   compared  with  1,552  cars  through  the  corre- 
sponding week  last  yeo.r.     The  Texas  movement  totaled  658  cars  against  366  a  year 
ago.     Because  of  the  larger  crops  being  produced  in  these  areas  this  year  com- 
pared with  last  season,  total  shipments  probably  will  far  exceed  those  of  last 
year. 

Shipments  of  old-stock  potatoes-  totaled  5^,129  cars  from  January  1  to 
April  10,  as  against  66,626  cars  during  the  corresponding  period  last  year, 
but  January  1  stocks  of  old  potatoes  this  season  were  26  percent  less  than  the 
holdings  a  year  earlier*:    'A*~tbtal  of  l6,600  cars  of  old  stock  was  shipped  after 
April  11  last  season,  'and  it  is  Indicated  that  about  the  same  number  of  cars 
remained  tc  be  shipped  after  April  10  this  year. 
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Large  crop  in  early  States 

The  production  of  new  potatoes  in  the  first  section  of  early  States 
(Florida  and  the  lower  valley  of  Texas)   is  forecast  at  U, ^86,000  "bushels 
this  year,  compared  with  a  crop  of  2, 307 > 000  bushels  harvested  in  193°  and 
a  1928-32  average  of  3> 83", 000  "bushels.    As  compared  with  the  average  crop, 
the  increase  this  season  is  entirely  in  the  south  [Florida  area,  as  "both 
north  Florida  and  the  lower  valley  of  Texas  show  considerable  decreases. 
Since  most  of  the  south  Florida  potatoes  already  have  been  marketed,  the 
present  supply  of  new  potatoes  available  for  market  in  these  areas  is  less 
than  average.     No  official  forecast  has  been  made  for  the  second  section  of 
early  States,  but  based  upon  the  estimate  of  planted  acreage  and  upon 
April  1  condition,  it  is  probable  that  the  commercial  crop  in  this  area 
will  be  considerably  in  excess  of  last  year' s  large  crop  and  more  than 
double  the  average  production  for  1928-32.     This  expected  sharp  increase 
is  due  mainly  to  the  large  increase  in  plantings  in  California  and  to  the 
sharp  upward  trend  in  yields  per  acre  in  that  State  during  recent  years. 
Movement  of  potatoes  from  the  second  section  of  early  States,  particularly 
Louisiana  and  Alabama,  is  e xo cctcd  to  a  ttain  considerable  volume  during 
the  latter  part  of  May. 


Potatoes:     Shipping-point  prices,  specified  weeks 


Shipping  point 


J1,  o.b.  per  100-pound  sack, 
 week  ending  -  


Apr.  ll,:Mar.  13, :Apr.  10 
1937     :  1937 


Cash  to  grower,  per  100 
pounds,  bulk,  week  ending- 


Apr,  11,  :Mar.  13,  :Apr.  10, 

1.936    :     1937     :  1937 


Old  crop: 

Presque  Isle,  Me. 

Rochester,  N.  Y.  . 

Grand  Rap ids, Mich. 

Waupaca,  Wis  

Idaho  Pall s , Idaho 
Hew  cron; 

Tex  

31a  


Pol. 

1.72 

1/1.57 
1.U3 
1.12 
1.46 

3.15 
3.52 


Pol. 
1.86 

2.10 
2.  ©3 

2.0U 
2.67 


3.29 


Pol. 

I.56 
1.88 
I.87 
1.82 
1.88 

3.^5 
2.95 


Pol. 

1.6b 
1.17 
1.05 

2/1.16 
2.85 


Eol^ 

1.63 

1.73 
1.68 

1.73 
2.38 


Pol. 

1.32 
1.53 
1.53 
1.66 
1.61 

3.00 


1/     Commercial  grade.     2/    Average  for  2  days. 

Potatoes:     Terminal  market  prices  per  100-pound  sack,  specified  weeks 


Russet 

Bur  "banks 

week  end  ing 

nt.her  va 

.rieties t week  ending 

Terminal 

Apr.  ll,:Mar.  13,  :Apr.  ir , 

Apr.  11, 

:Mar.  13, :Apr.  10, 

1936 

:  1937 

:  1937 

1936 

:     1957.  L 

1931— 

Pol. 

Pol. 

Pol. 

Pol. 

Pol. 

Pol.. 

rid  cron: 

New  York 

City, l.o.l. 

2.05 

2.52 

2.37 

Chicago  carlot  market 

2.25 

3.U3 

2.67 

1.85 

2.71 

2.55 

Hew  cron: 

3.^9 

Hew  York 

CAty,l.c.l. 

U.U9 

3.72 

Chicago  1 

.c.l  

I  U.-33 

U.36 

U.2U 

t 
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.    TRUCK  CHOPS 

Increasing  supplies  arid  seasonal  price  declines  of  most  leading  truck 
cr^ps  may  "be  expected  during  the  next  month  or  6  weeks.     Crops  in  practically 
all  important  commercial  producing  areas  were  delayed  from  a  week  to  10  days 
"by  lot?  temperatures  and  other  unfavorable  growing  conditions  in  March.  Serious 
damage  to  tomatoes,  beans  and  other  truck  crops  occurred  in  Florida  during 
early  April  as  heavy  rainstorms  swept  many  of  the  trucking  sections.    As  crops 
recover  from  those,  unfavorable  conditions  and  as  later  planted  areas  reach- 
maturity,  .marked  increases  in  supplies  may  be  expected. 

Although  markets  on  many  commodities  were  maintained  or  advanced  on 
account  Of  delayed  harvests  and  losses  to  growing  crops,  prices  were  generally 
lower  the  second  week  in  April  than  during  a  corresponding  period  in  March. 
Greatest  declines  occurred  in  markets  for  Iceberg  lettuce,  asparagus,  pea.s, 
end  beans.  _  •  ■ 

Cabbage t omat o ,  and  carrot  prices  rose  slightly  during  this  period, 
prices  of  good-quality  beans  rose  following  the  Florida  storm  damage. 

Increase  in  production  in  the  second-early  group  of  States,  which 
supply  markets  in  late  April  and  May,  are  indicated  from  last  3rear  for  beans, 
beets,   cabbage,  and  spinach.     The  production  of  carrots  and  peas,  however,  are 
expected,  to  be  smaller.     Supplies  of  Early  Bermuda,  onions  will  be  considerably 
smaller  than  last  year  but  larger  than  average. 

BEAHS,  SNAP.     Production  of  spring  crop  snap  beans  in  the  ea.rly  States 
(California..,  Florida,  and  Texas)  is  indicated  to  be  29  percent  smaller  than 
the  1936  production.     Preliminary  estimates  of  acreages  in  these  three  early 
States  show  a  decrea.se  of  3^  percent  from  the  acreage  harvested  in  193^»  ^e 
Florida  planted  acreage  of  18,500  acres  has  been  reduced  by  rain  damage  to 
8,000  acres  for  harvest.     Preliminary  estimates  of  the  combined  snap  bean 
acreage  for  the  early-  and  second-early  States  (Alabama,   Georgia,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  and  South  Carolina.)   show  a  decrecase  of  15  percent  to  H6,880  acres 
for  harvest  during  the  next  3  months  compared  with  ^ ,1J0  acres  harvested  in 
1936.     In  the  second-early  States  alone,  however,  a  in  percent  increase  in 
acreage  is  shown. 

Prices  declined  seasonally  during  the  latter  part  of  March  and  early 
April,  and  then  advanced  on  better-grade  goods  following  the  heavy  rain  damage 
in  Florida.     Marketings  following  the  storms  have  been  largely  of  fair  to 
ordinary  quality.     Seasonal  declines  may  be  expected  during  the  latter  part 
of  April  and  in  May  as  the  Florida  crop  recovers  from  recent  da.mage  and 
harvest  begins  in  the  second-early  States. 

CABBAGE.    Acreage  of  cabbage  in  the  second-early  States  (Alabama, 
Georgia,  Mississippi,  North  Carolina,   South  Carolina,  and  Virginia)   is  re- 
ported about  3  percent  larger  than  in  193^,  and  the  indicated  production 
shows  an  increase  of  7  percent.     Shipments  from  South  Carolina  have  been 
heavy  and  a  peak  movement  from  Alabama  was  reached  in  earlj'-  April.  Shipments 
from  Mississippi  and  other  areas  are  expected  to  begin  the  last  of  April, 
reaching  a  peak  in  May. 
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vYith  considerable  tonnage  yet  to  be  marketed  from  the  early  States, 
the  prospects  are  for  plentiful  supplies  during  the  next  6  weeks1  period. 
Prices  advanced  slightly-  during  the  past  month  and  may  be  expected  to 
show  minor  fluctuations  during  the  next  few  weeks  and  then  to  decline  in 
May  as  increased  supplies  become  available. 

ONIONS.    Production  of  the  1937  crop  of  Bermuda  and  Creole  onions' 
in  the  early  States  (Louisiana,  Texas  and  California)  is  forecast  at 
2,297,000  sacks  (100  pounds)  compared  with  5,302,000  sacks  harvested  in  ■ 

1936  and  the  5-year  (1928-32)  average  production  of  2,308,000  sacks.  The 

1937  crop  of  Bermuda  onions  in  South  Texas,  the  principal  source  of  the 
supply,  is  indicated  to  be  32  percent  below  the  record  production  in 
1936  and  4  percent  below  the  large  crop  in  1932.    With  the  exception  of 
these  two  large  crop  years  (1936  and  1932),  the  present  crop  is  indicated 
to  be  the  largest  since  1918. 

The  carlot  movement  of  Bermuda  onions  out  of  South  Texas  this  year 
was  about  a  week  to  10  days  later  than  a  year  ago.    As  shipments  from  Texas 
were  delayed,  prices  of  the  late  1936  crop  strengthened  slightly.    More  re- 
cently prices  barely  held  steady.    Present  conditions  indicate ' that  prices 
of  the  remaining  old  crop  and  new  crop  of  Bermudas  will  range  somewhat 
higher    than  a  year  ago  but  below  those  received  in  1935. 

GBEEU  PEAS.    Production  of  green  peas  in  the  second  early  States 
this  year  is  expected  to  be  14  percent  below  last  year's  production. 

Supplies  during  most  of  the  winter  months  were  very  light  and  prices 
high.     Carlot  shipments  increased  materially  in  the  latter  part  of  March  and 
prices  declined  accordingly.     Increasing  supplies  and  usual  seasonal  declines 
in  prices  may  be  expected  as  the  season  advances.    Prices,  however,  are 
likely  to  average  higher  than  a  year  ago. 


SVS-4  -  9  - 

Truck  crops:    Acreage  and  production,  average  1928-32,  annual  1936  and  1937 


!  Acreage  ■  Pro  due  t  io  n 

Commodity      : Average:  ;•  :  Average     '  :  19^7 

and  group      :1928-32:     1936    ;  ■  :     Unit  :  i928-32     :      1936      :  fmdi 

:  .  .     (prel.  )   .  ,  . 

 ,  L_  :  l_  :  ;  :  •  cated 

:  Acres        Acres     •    Acres     :  : 


Asparagus    1/      :  :  1,000  : 

Sarly  :  74,550  79,900  78,760:  crates:  7,249           7,925  7,771 

Late   :  24,530  27,350  27,500:  »       :         2,011  3,043  

Total  :  99,080  107,260  106,260:  "       :  9,250  10,958  

Beans,  Snap          :  :  1,000  : 

Fall  :  12,000  14,900  21, 100:  "bushels:  1,013  1,295  1,986 

Sarly  (l)   :  9,660  30,000  30,000:  "      :  936          1,800  1,950 

Sarly  (2)   :  27,460  31,500  20,800:  "      :  2,251          2,773  1,976 

Second  early. . :  20,150  23,670  26,080:  "       :  1,395  1,509 

Total  4  groups:  69,270  100,070  97,980:  11       :  5,605   '  7,177  

Beets                   :  :  : 

Sarly  :  4,710  7,400  5,600:  »       :2j  830  2/      1,036  868 

Second  early  .  :  2 , 390  1 , 450  1 ,  550 :  "   254  192  213 

Total  2  "roups:  7,100  8,850  6,950:  "       :  1,094  1,228  1,081 

Cabbage                :  :  : 

Fall   :  810  1,920:        2,800:  tons  :  5,900  9,500  22,200 

Sarly  :  37,550  57,100  58,000:  "       :2j  211,000  2/  307,300  327,900 

Second  early. . :  13,810  18,300-  18,800:  "       \gj  80,700  2/    92,100  98,900 

Intermediate..:.  25,22£L_„  32...51Q.  3/  33,180:  "       :  157,700   ~  160,400 

Late   :  71,750  74,030  3/  80,100:  "       :2/  571,600  2/  519,800  

Total  :  149,150  135,860  192,830:  "      8/1 , 026 , 9002/ 1 , 089 , 100  

Cantaloupes         :  :  1,000  : 

Sarly  :  44,530  24,350  30,190:  crates:  6,669'  3,755 

Carrots                :  :  1,000  : 

Sail   :  3,200  7,100  • 10, 400: bushels:  1,831  3,337  4,576 

Sarly  :  8,470  11,000  8,800:  "       :2j  1,840  2/      1,877  1,533 

Second  early. . :  8,550  12,500  10,050:  "       \zj  3,452  2/      5,770  4,070 

Total  3  groups :  20 , 500  30 , 400  29 , 260 :  11       :  7,103         10,984  10,179 

Cauliflower         :  :  1,000  : 

Sail  and  winter  7,990  8,800  9,750:  crates:  2,261           1,952  2,356 

Sarly  :  8,630  8,650  7,900:  "       :  2,255           2,491  2,133 

Total  2  groups:  15,630  17,450  17,550:  11       :  4,49  6  4,443  4,489 

Celery                 :  :  : 

Sail  and  winter  7,180  9,050  9,500:  "       :  1,240           1,53  8  1,520 

Sarly  :  7,620'  8,900  10,050:  "       :  2,533          2,53-8  2,654 

Second  early.  .  :  1,000  1,900  1,750:  "       :  590  969  854 

Total  3  groups:  15,800  19,850  21,300:  "       :  4,565  5 , 045      5 , 028 

I  Cucumbers             :  :  1,000  : 

Sail   :  1,390  1,600  1, 600: bushels:  93  160  96 

Sarly  (l)  :  14,630  12,600  12,300:  "       :2j      1,128  776  

Total  2  grouos:  16,020  14,200  15,900:  "       :  1,221  935  

Sggolant              :  :  : 

Sail   :  1,170  980  1,350:  "       :  210              133  245 


Continued  - 
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Truck  crops:     Acreage  and  production,  average  1928-32,  annual  1936  and  1937 
.  *     .....  .  Cont'd 


Commodity 
and  group 


Acreage 


Average:  ^ 
19  28- 32 : 


1937 
(•prel, ) 


Production 


Unit 


Average 
1928-32 


1936 


:  1937 
:  (Indi- 
;  gated) 


ite. 


Lettuce 

Early  

Second  early. . 

Total  2  groups 
Onions 

Early  .. 

Int armed 

Late  . . . 
Total 
Peas,  Green 

Early  . 

Second  early. . 

Total  2  groups 

Penuers,  C-reen 

jail   

Early('»;inter) . 

Total  2  groups 
S-oinach 

"Tall   

Early   

Second  early. . 

Total  3  groups 
Tomatoes 

Fall   

Early  (l)  

Early  (2)  

Total  3  groups 

Watermelons 

Early   

Second  early. . 
Total  2  grouos 


Acres 


Acres 


Acres 


49 

46 


96 


23 
8 
53 


D 

29 


35 


2 

5/  3 


2 
30 


42 


4 
10 
27 


42 


41 
151 


192 


740  36,010 


640  61 


380  97 


060    ; 34 

330  '20 
040  54 


430  109 


470 
770 


16 
57 


240  73 


010 
320 


530 


940 
860 
900 


2 
51 
11 


700  65 


010 
990 
830 


7 
11 

35 


830  53 


460  23 
230  169 


690  192 


35,250 


930 


57 


990 


92 


970  24 
400  3/17 
110  3/52 


430 


93 


400 
000 


16 


400 


400 
600 


000 


900 
450 
490 


2 
62 
10 


840 


?5 


300 
000 
200 


11 

19 

30 


500 


60 


500  27 
200  3/176 


700  203 


450 


700 


050 
200 
730 


1,000 

crates 
ti 


1,000 

sacks 
it 

ii 


980 


200 
540 


1,000 
"bushels 

I! 


740 


600 
000 


600 


600 
000 
710 


310 


700 
200 
000 


900 


000 
800 


800 


1,000 

melons 
ti 


5,821  2j  4,793  5,037 
4,855  2j  7,427  6,202 


10,676      12,225  11,239 


2/  2,303  2]  3,302 
2j  1,337  2,209 
2j      9,309  11,811 


2,297 


2j     13,254  2/17,322 


438 
2,177 


1,300 
2,944 


929 
2,522 


2,615 


4,244  3,451 


406 
834 


350 
132 


640 
660 


1,240 


48; 


1,300 


888  754  780 

7,599  7,596  11,849 
2,705        2,404  3,069 


11,192      10,754  15,698 


256 
1,218 
2,064 


584 
990 
2 ,  636 


444 
1,344 


3,538 


210 


15,202  8,942 
2j     39,858  2/33,826 


2/     55,060  2/42,768 


!_/     Includes  asparagus  for  market  and  canning. 

2_7  Includes  some  quantities  not  harvested  on  account  of  market  conditions. 
3/    3ased  on  growers'  intentions  to  plant. 
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Truck  crops:  Wholesale  prices  at  Chicago  and  Few  York,  specified,  weeks 


Peas 

Calif. 

Fla.  . 

Mex.  . 
Peppers 

Fla.  . 

Cuba  . 
Spinach 

Tex.  . 
Tonatoes 

Fla.  . 

Hex .  . 


bushel 


If  bu.  cr. 

tf  t?  »T 

bushel 

lugs  -  6  x  6 
it  « 


Commodity 
and 
State 

■  

Chi cago 

New  York 

;  Unit 

:  We 

ek  elided 

Week  ended 

:Apr.  11,: 
:  1936  : 

Mar. 13,: 
1957  : 

Apr .  10, 

1937  

.Apr.  11. 

1936 

;  Mar.  13,: 
:  JL937  : 

Apr  .10, 

1937 

Dols. 

Dols. 

Dols. 

Dols . 

Dels . 

Dols. 

Asparagus 

Calif  .(medium)  . 

:  crate 

:  3.55 

8.25 

4.10 

3.65 

8.12 

3.56 

S.C.  (medium) . . . 

»  IT 





2.45 



2.67 

Beans ,  snap 

Fla .  ( green) . . . 

bushel 

:  4.08 

4.78 

3.34 

2.95 

3  .88 

2.83 

Fla  .  ( wax)  .... 

•  T? 

.             —  —  — 

4.65 



3.46 

5.94 

3.17 

Beans,  lima 

•  IT 

4.08 

4.85 

3.83 

3.42 

4.08 

3.31 

Beets 

2  lettuce  crate 

•99 

1.14 

1.16 

1.16 

1.11 

1.40 

Cabbage 

Tex. ( domestic) . 

:        lettuce  crate 

1.79 

1.91 

2.15 

1.96 

2.04 

2.44 

Fla.  ( pointed) . 

£-  bu.  hmp. 

.  1.17 

1.46 

1.40 

1.08 

1.16 

1.12 

Carrots 

lettuce  crate-6  dnz. 
e  lettuce  crate 

2.47 
1.27 

2.38 
.94 

2.57 

2.86 
1.20 

2.70 
1.27 

3.12 
1.28 

1.23 

Cauliflower 

Calxf .  ........ 

crate 

1.67 

1.47 

1.20 

2.05 

1.63 

1.43 

Celery 

Fla  

10"  cr.  4-10  doz. 

2.95 

3.35 

2.60 

2.50 

3. IS 

1.96 

Cucumbers 

Fla.  (fancy)  ..- 

bushel 

6.20 

1/6.25 

4.55 

5.58 

1/4.38 

4.21 

Eggplant  ; 

Fla.  (fancy)  .. 

1^-  bu.  cr.  : 

2.60 

2.92 

2.82 

2.20 

2.22 

2.12 

Lettuce 

crate  4-5 's 

2.86 

2.91 

3.34 

5.51 

3.85 

Onions 

50-lb.  sack 

2/  .52 

2/.  81 
1.42 

2/.  70 

.91 
1.37 

1.20 
1.72 

1.00 
1.89 

Valencias   

2.94 


.30 


.72 


4.44 
4.76 
3  •  62 

.92 


3.17 


.99 


1/2.36 

3.12 


4.S4 
5.08 


3.25 


.84 


1.90 
1.75 

.92 


3.27 
2.67 
3.21 


2.77  2.27 
-—  1/2.02 


5/2.98  2.71 
"  3.88  4/3.62 


3.29  5.38 
3.80  4/4.30 


.89 
2.34 


.95 

3.33 
3.75 


Xj  Average  for  2  days.  2/  Street  sales,  mostly  small  tc  medium  and  fair  quality 
Stock.    3/  Sales  based  on  fair  quality  stock.    4/  Average  for  1  day. 
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THE    I  H  II  II    AND    VEGETABLE  SITUATION 


Summary 


Largely  "because  of  delayed  marketings,  prices  of  many  of  the 
fruits  and  vegetables  during  the  past  month  failed  to  follow  the  usual 
seasonal  trends,  according  to  the' Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics*  In 
general,  prices  of  "both  f raits  and  vegetables  are  relatively  high  for  this 
time  of  the  year. 

Sharp  seasonal  declines  occurred  in  strawberry  prices  during  the 
past  month,  and  prices  in  mid-May  were  about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier. 
It  seems  likely  that  prices  of  strawberries  from  the  second  early  and 
intermediate  States  will  average  about  as  high  as  those  of  last  year. 

Prices  of  California  Navel  oranges  increased  more  than  usual,  but 
Florida  orange  prices  declined  somewhat  during  the  past  month.  The 
California  Valencia  orange  season  was  begun  in  April  with  relatively  high 
prices,     Iflfith  the  small  crop,  prices  of  this  variety  are  likely  to  increase 
more  than  usual  during  the  summer  and  early  fall.    Grapefruit  prices 
increased  seasonally  during  the  past  month,  and  are  likely  to  continue  to 
advance  during  the  remainder  of  the  season. 

Peach  prospects  for  the  1937  season  are  variable,  ranging  from  a 
light  prospective  production  In  the  10  Southern  States  to  good  prospects 
in  some  of  the  Eastern  States  and  in  California.     In  general,  prospects 
for  the  1937  crops  of  other  deciduous  fruits  are  good.    Little,  if  any, 
freeze  damage  to  trees  occurred  during  the  past  winter. 
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The  supply  of  new  potatoes  available  for  market  during  the  next 
several  months  is  indicated  to  be  close  to  50  percent  larger  than  that 
available  last  year  and  nearly  two-thirds  more  than  the  average  supply. 
Marketings  of  the  new  crop  have  increased  sharply  in  recent  weeks  and 
probably  will  continue  heavy  during  the  next  several  weeks.    Because  of 
these  larger  marketings,  prices  have  declined  during  the  past  month, 
particularly  in  western  markets.    The  usual  seasonal  trend  of  prices  is 
downward  from  April  until  late  summer. 

Present  indications  are  that  the  total  acreage  planted  to  commercial 
truck  crops  for  market  for  the  1937  season  will  show  an  increase  over  the 
1936  acreage.    The  rate  of  increase,  however,  is  likely  to  be  less  than 
the  average  of  recent  years.    Price  increases  more  than  offset  declines 
during  the  month  ended  May  15.     Cool  and  wet  weather  retarded  growth  of 
vegetable  crops  this  spring  and  seasonal  declines  in  many  instances  were 
checked  or  delayed.    As  the  season  progresses  and  with  more  favorable 
growing  conditions,  increased  supplies  and  seasonal  declines  of  most  important 
spring  and  early  summer  crops  may  be  expected. 

Early  reports  from  canners  and  manufacturers  of  eight  important 
vegetables  indicate  that  the  total  combined  acreage  contracted  or  to  be 
contracted  for  in  1937  is  about  2  percent  larger  than  that  planted  to 
these  vegetables  in  1936  and  the  largest-  on  record.     Tomatoes  for  manufacture 
is  the  only  crop  for  which  a  slight  decrease  in  intended  acreage  is 
indicated.    With  average  growing  conditions,  most  of  the  expanded  acreages 
would  produce  larger  crops  than  were  actually  harvested  in  1936. 

STRAWBERRIES 

Strawberries  from  Louisiana,  the  major  early-producing  State,  began 
to  move  in  volume  the  latter  part  of  April,  causing  sharp  seasonal  price 
declines.    The  season  has  been  late  throughout  the  early  States  this  year, 
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except  Florida,  and  present  indications  are  that  shipments  from  the 
intermediate  States  also  will  be  a  little  later  than  usual. 

As  a  result  of  the  rather  irregular  season,  it  seems  likely  that 
there  will  "be  more  overlapping  of  marketings  from  the  various  States 
during  late  May  -and  early  June  this  year  than  usually  occurs.  Shipments 
from  Louisiana-are  not  expected  to  decline  much  before  the  last  week  of 
May  and  shipments  from  North  Carolina,- Tennessee  and  Arkansas  probably 
will  still  be  moving  in  volume  when  shipments'  begin  from  the  intermediate 
States, '  ..  .:      ...  j;  u. .. 

Intermediate  crop  relatively  small  : 

Larger  crops  than  last  year  are  forecast  for  several  of  the 
important  intermediate  States,  but  these  increases  are  offset  almost  1  ' 
entirely  by  very  small  crops  in  Missouri  and  Illinois.     The  total 
intermediate  crop  is  estimated  to  be  about  2  million  crates,  about  the 
some  as  the  crop  of  last  year  and  considerably  below  average. 


The  price  strengthening  influence  of  a  total  crop  in  the  second 
early  and  intermediate  States  about  the  same  as  the  small  crop  of  last 
year,  and  of  material  improvement  in  consumer  purchasing  power,  may  be 
oxiset  by  a  tendency  for  shipments  from  different  areas  to  overlap  during 
parts  of  the  season.  It  seems  likely  that  prices  of  strawberries  from 
these  two  groups  of  States,  however,  will  average  as  high  as  those  of  last- 
year. 


Strawberries:    Acreage  and  production,  average  1931-35, 

annual  1936  and  1937 


G-roup  and  State 

:  Acreage 

:  Production 

1937  as 
:perc ent 

of 
average 

: 5-year 
: average 
: 1931-35  : 

1936 

1937 

5-year 

average 

1931-35 

:            : Pore- 1 
1936  : cast 
:1937 

Early, excl.Fla.  l/ 
Second  early  2/  ... 

:                                       1,C0C     1,()0C  1,000 

:  Acres      Acres    Acres      crates    crates  crates  Percent 

:     27,806  20,400  23,150        1,838    1,605    1,843  100.3 

:     54,118  45,960  41,190        3,191    2,205    2,528  79.2 

Intermediate: 
Calif.,  other 
Del.  .. 
Hi. 
Kans.  . 
Ky.  ... 
Md.  ... 
Mo.  ... 
I,  J.  . 
Okla.  . 
3-roup 
Lr.te  .... 
l/  Early  include 


total 


2_l  Second  earl- 


3,048 

3,260 

3,000 

435 

447 

450 

103.4 

4, .240 

5,200 

5,200 

246 

182 

286 

116.3 

5,100 

5,600 

5,200 

284 

252 

156 

54.9 

1,220 

800 

880 

59 

40 

26 

44.1 

7,240 

8,200 

6,700 

429 

189 

268 

62.5 

6,700 

7,500 

7,500 

493 

338 

450 

91.3 

9,340 

8,600 

4,500 

362 

301 

90 

24.9 

3,760 

3,400 

3,700 

337 

187 

278 

82.5 

1,480 

600 

200 

49 

15 

6 

12.2 

42,128 

43,160 

36,880 

2,694 

1,951 

2 , 010 

74.6 

48,224 

53,100  3/57,800 

3,041 

3,804 

Alabama,  Louisiana,  Mississippi  and  Texas, 
ncludes  Arkansas,  California-Southern  District,  G-eorgia, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia. 
3/  Preliminary. 


FVB-5  -  4  - 

Strawberries:    Weekly  average  price  per  quart  by  varieties, 
New  York  and  Chicago,  specified  weeks 


Mar ke t  :  [  Week  ended  

and                  :  May  16,  : April  17 ,  :April  •  24, :  May  1,.  :  May  8,  :  May  15, 

 variety   :     1956     :  :  1937       :     1957-  :     1957  :     1957  :  1937 

:     Cents  :     Cents         Cents        Cents  Cents  Cents 

New  York  City  :  : 

La.-Klondikes  ....:   :        38               27             22  25  17 

N.C.-Klondikes  ...:         13  :                                           14  16  14 

Chicago  :  : 

La.-KLondikes  ....:          17  :        32                 24           18  20  1  6 


CITRUS  ERUITS 

ORANGES:  California  Navel  prices  very  high.-    Prices  of  all  oranges 
continued  relatively  high  during  the  past  month,  but  prices  of  the  several 
varieties  behaved  rather  differently.     California  Navel  prices  made  more 
than  the  usual  seasonal  rise.    Prices  of  the  first  California  Valencias  in 
late  April  were  near  Navel  prices,  but  prices  of  later  supplies  declined. 
Prices  of  Florida  oranges  have  declined  rather  steadily  since  early  April 
instead  of  making  the  usual  seasonal  rise. 

The  varied  behavior  of  orange  prices  is  due  to  the  irregular  supply 
situation.    The  1936-37  California  crop  was  reduced  to  below  average  size 
by  freeze  damage,  whereas  the  Florida  crop  is  considerably  above  average. 
Total  shipments  of  all  oranges  for  the  season  to  date  have  been  about  average, 
and  during  recent  weeks  have  been  only  slightly  less  than  average.  Ship- 
ments from  the  various  producing  regions  have  not  been  average,  however. 
Shipments  of  California  Navels  have  been    relatively  small  since  January, 
and  during  recent  weeks  have  dropped  off  tremendously.    On  the  other  hand, 
shipments  of  Florida  oranges  have  been  very  heavy  and  during  recent  weeks 
have  maintained  about  the  same  volume  as  earlier  in  the  season.  Shipments 
of  California  Valencias  thus  far  in  the  season  have  been  about  as  heavy  as 
average  in  spite  of  the  small  crop. 

There  appears  to  be  sufficient  differences  in  quality  to  prevent 
complete  substitution  of  varieties,  and  the  prices  of  the  several  varieties 
to  some  extent  fluctuate  independently  of  one  another.    Accordingly,  al- 
though total  orange  supplies  in  recent  weeks  have  been  only  slightly  less 
than  average,  short  supplies  of  California  Navels  caused  a  greater-than- 
usual  seasonal  rise  in  prices  of  this  variety;  heavy  shipments  of  Florida 
oranges  caused  a  weakening  of  prices  in  place  of  the  usual  seasonal  rise. 
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Shipments  from  Florida  are  expected  to  drop  off  rather  sharply  in 
the  next  few  weeks,  and  it  is  likely  that  prices  of  Florida  oranges  will 
reverse  the  present  downward  trend  and  show  some  rise  "before  the  end  of 
the  season.     The  rate  of  shipment  of  California  Valencias  is  not  expected 
to  continue  to  "be  as  great  as  average,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  seasonal 
rise  in  prices  of  this  varietur  during  the  summer  and  early  fail  will  "be 
somewhat  greater  than  usual.     The  California  Navel  season  is  practically 
over,  and  the  closing  prices  are  the  highest  since  the  1929-3^  season. 

GRAPEFRUIT:  Prices  continue  upward  trend. -  Prices  of  grapefruit 
fluctuated  considere.bly  during  the  past  six  weeks,  hut  the  general  move- 
ment was  upward.    Heavier  than  average  shipments  of  grapefruit  from  Florida 
during  recent  weeks  have  heen  partially  offset  "by  relatively  small  ship- 
ments from  California  and  Arizona,  "but  total  market  supplies  have  heen  well 
ahove  average.    Although  the  seasonal  rise  in  grapefruit  prices  from  the 
low  levels  of  early  February  has  he-en  greater  than  usual,  a  further  seasonal 
rise  is  likely  to  occur  before  the  end  of  the  season. 


Citrus  Friits:    VIeighted  average  prices  per  hex  at  Mew  York 
and  Chicago,   specified  periods 


Market  and  crco 


New  York  City 


Average  week  ended 


Average 


May  lo,   :Aoril  17,:  M»£  15. 
19^6      :  "_23SL      ■  1^37 


Aioril  :  April 
IQ36  :  .  19 


Dollars      Dollars      Dollars    Dollars  Dollars 


Orange s-C^l if .  ITavels  .  .  . 

fe.1  i  f .  Val  enc  i  a.  s . 
Fla  

3.31 
3-57 

4.06 
3.71 

4.59 

4.  02 
3-^9 

3.03 
2.91 

4.15 

3"7H 

2.92 

2.71 

2.74 

2.76 

.  2.61 

7-^3 

H.99 

6.01 

i  65 

5.05 

Chicago 

Oranges-  Codif .  Save  Is  .  . 

Calif.  Valencias 
Fla  

3-55 
3.3S 

4.19 
3.34 

4.7c 
U.3S 

3-73 

3.1^ 
3.16 

4.25 
4.06 

:  2.75 

2.50 

2.90 

2.  6S 

2.  S3 

b.92 

5.H5 

5. 60 

U.  66 

5.46 
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PROSPECTS  PCR  OTHER  PRUITS 

APPLES:      In  general,   there  has  "been  no  unusual  damage  to  apple  trees 
or  buds  from  winter  temperatures  or  spring  frosts.     Bud  development  has  "been 
delated  V  cool  spring  weather,  but  prospects  for  the  1937  crop  appear  good 
in  practically  all  important  apple  producing  areas. 

PEA. CHE S:      Production  of  peaches  in  10  Southern  States  is  forecast  at 
about  10  million  bushels,  which  is  27  percent  less  than  the  crop  of  last  year 
and  32  percent  below  the  1928-32  average.     It  new  appears  that  the  low  tempera- 
tures of  February  and  March  caused  more  damage  than  was  evident  a  month  ago. 
in  California,  the  May  1  condition  of  all  peaches  was  considerably  better  than 
the  condition  oh  May  1,  1936,   or  the  192S-32  average  May  1  condition, 

PEARS:       In  general,   conditions  during  April  were  favorable  for  pears, 
and  buds  developed  with  relatively  little  frost  damage.     In  the  South  Central 
States,  as  a  result  of  spring  freezes,  the  crop  is  irregalar  and  production 
may  be  beloT?  average,  but  in  most  sections  present  prospects  are  favorable. 
In  California,  prospects  are  above  average,  and  Bartlett  pears  appear  to  have 
a  heavier  set  than  the  late  shipping  varieties. 

CRAPES:       Condition  ef  the  crop  in  California  on  May  1  was  above  the 
5~year  average  on  wine,  raisin,  and  table  grapes.     Present  indications  are 
for  a  good  grape  crop  in  all  producing  areas. 

CHERRIES:       In  most  of  the  important  cherry  producing  States  the  season 
is  from  two  to  three  weeks  later  than  usual.     There  was  little  cr  no  freeze 
damage  during  the  past  winter,  and  in  most  sections  trees  are  in  good  condi- 
tion and  prospects  are  generally  favorable. 

P9TAT0ES 

Prices  of  new  potatoes  declined  sharply  under  the  pressure  of  heavy 
marketings  from  Elorida  and  from  the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  of  Texas  during 
the  second  and  third  weeks  of  April.     They  regained  most  of  the  loss  during 
the  succeeding  two  weeks,  when  a  decrease  in  the  rate  of  marketings  occurred. 
Prices  in  the  western  markets  have  since  declined  to  the  lowest  level  reached 
this  season  to  date  under  the  pressure  of  a  seasonal  increase  in  shipments 
occasioned  by  the  opening  of  the  marketing  season  in  Alabama,  Louisiana  ana 
California.     The  usual  trend  of  prices  of  new  potatoes  is  downward  from  the 
latter  part  of  April  until  late  summer. 

Prices  of  old  stock  followed  much  the  same  trend  as  that  of  new  potatoes 
in  western  markets,  but  declined  throughout  ths  last  month  in  the  East.  Prices 
of  most  varieties  in  mid-May  -"ere  generally  lower  than  a  month  earlier.  Prices 
of  Idaho  Russet  Bur banks  have  been  fairly  stable  during  the  last  month. 
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Increased  production  in  early  States 

An  increased  acreage  was  planted  to  potatoes  in  nearly  all  of  the 
commercial  early  States  this  season,  which,  together  with  yields  above  last 
year  and  above  the  average,  indicates  a  total  supply  of  new  potatoes  nearly 
throe-fifths  larger  than  the  1936  crop  and  four-fifths  larger  than  the  average 
crop  for  these  States.     Although  increases  in  production  this  season  over  last 
year  are  rather  general,  the  sharpest  increase  occurred  in  the  rapidly  expanding 
sections  of  California,  where  production  is  indicated  to  he  10,350,000  bushels, 
against  5,695,000  in  I936  and  2,-226,000  bushels,  the  1923-32  average.  The 
large  production  is  due  both  to  a  sharp  expansion  in  the  acreage  planted  and 
to  a  great  increase  in  the  yield  per  acre.     Whereas  the .acreage  planted  to  early 
potatoes  in  California  during  the  period  1928-32  averaged  1/4,400  acres,  a  total 
of  30,000  acres  was  planted  in  1937.     Also,  the  yield  per  acre  for  the  1923-32 
period  averaged  only  I37  bushels  while  the  prospect  is  for  a  yield  of  345 
bushels  p^r  acre  this  season. 

Although  no  forecast  of  production  of  early  potatoes  in  the  scco nd-early 
States  is  yet  available,  the  acreage  planted  was  increased  by  nearly  one -fourth 
over  that  harvested  in  1536.     The  condition  of  the  crop  in  this  group  of  States 
on  May  1  indicated  an  average  yield  per  acre  about  20  percent  higher  than  the 
relatively  low  average  of  1936.     Therefore,  it  is  believed  that  production  of 
new  potatoes  in  the  second-early  States  also  will  be  larger  than  last  year. 

Practically  all  of  the  early  potatoes  produced  in  Florida  and  th^  lower 
Rio  C-rande  Valley  of  Texas  already  have  boon  shipped  to  market.     Ihus  the 
production  in  the  second  section  of  early  States  and  in  the  second-early  group 
represents  the  principal  source  of  supply  until  about  the  first  of  July.  Those 
two  areas  probably  will  produce  close  to  5°  percent  more  than  they  produced 
in  1936  and  nearly  two- thirds  more  than  the  average  crop.     It  is  indicated, 
therefore,   that  supplies  of  new  potatoes   available  for  market  during  the  next 
few  months  will  be  unusually  large. 

New  potato  shipments  increasing 

Shipments  of  now  potatoes  from  Florida  and  the  lower  valley  of  Texas 
are  about  completed  for  this  season,  while  those  from  the  other  early  States 
are  rapidly  attaining  volume.     It  is  likely  that  the  marketings  from  these 
States,  together  with  those  from  the  second-early  group,  will  increase  sharply 
during  the  next  few  weeks  and  practically  supplant  the  movement  from  the  late 
northern  States.     For  the  second  week  of  May,   shipments  of  new  potatoes  totaled 
3,060  cars  by  rail  and  boat,    against  1,800  the  week  before.     This  compares  with 
an  average  rate  of  about  1,000  cars  per  week  for  the  month  of  April.     On  the 
other  hand,  shipments  of  old  stock  from  the  late  northern  States  totaled 
1>935  cars  during  the  second  wuok  of  May,  compared  with  2,285  the  week  before 
and  a  weekly  average  of  about  3,500  cars  during  April. 
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Potatoes:  Shipping-point  prices,  specif icd  weeks,  1936  and  1937 


: F.o .b. 

per  100-pound  sack, 

Cash  to 

grower,  per 

100 

Shipping 

*  

week  ending- 

.  pounds, 

bulk,  week 

endi ng 

point 

i May  16 
:.A13_6. 

,    :Apr.  17, 

 ;  .  1937 

:  May  15 
L_1937. 

May  16, 
:  I936 

..Apr*  17,  : 
:      1937  : 

Mrv  IS 

1937 

Old  Crop; 

Dol. 

Pol. 

Dol. 

,  Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol . 

Presque  Isle,  Me.. 

1.78 

1.57 

1.30 

1.36 

Rochester,  N.Y. ..." 

1.80 

1.87 

1.75 

:  1.50 

1.53 

1.40 

Waupaca,  Wis  : 

1.31 

1.78 

1.78  . 

1.07 

1.66 

1.60 

Now  Crop ;  : 

3.22 
2.95 

2.60 

3.22 
2.40 
_  2  ._22„ 

I/2.46 
1.92 
1.92 

Potatoes :  Terminal  narket  prices  per  100-lb.  sack,  specified  weeks 
:  Russet' Burbanks   :  Other  varieties  


:May  16, 

:Apr.  17, 

:  May  15 »  May  16, 

:Apr.  17, 

May  15 

1916 

:  1937 

:     1937  : 

1936 

:  1937 

1937 

Dol . 

Dol. 

Dol . 

:  Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Old  Crop:  \ 

New  York  City,l_c.l 

-  #»•  J 

:  2.33 

2.31 

2.00 

Chicago,   carlot  ..; 

2.24 

2.64 

2.65  : 

1.63 

2.40 

2.14 

New  Crop: 

New  York  City^Lc.l. 

3.51 

3. 08 

3.08 

Chi c ago , carl 0 1 

.  2.96 

3.87 

2.91 

1/  For  week  ending  May  8. 


Commercial  early  potatoes:  Acreage  and  production,  average  1928-32  and 
   annual,  _1.9J.6_  ..and  1937  . 


Group  of  States 


 Acreage  

Average  : 


1928-32  : 


1936 


1937 


Fall  

Early  (l)   

Early  (2)   

Second-early  ... 
Intermediate  (l) 
I nte mediate  (2) 
Total  all  groups 


Acres 
2,400 
38,400 
82,400 
50,000 
110,600 
34,600 
318,400 


Acres 
1,700 
29,700 
75,900 
46,000 

73,loo 
_  46,900 
273, 3  00" 


Acres 
2,100 
37,300 
116,200 
56,800 
79  ,500 
48,800 


340,700 


Production 
Average  :  .  .Forecast 

1928-32  :       ^        1  1937 


1,000  bu.   1,000  bu.   1,000  bu. 


120 

3.833 

8,818 

6,243 
16,976 

5.918 


85 
2,807 

n,955 
4,225 
8,795 
8,093 


147 
4,486 
18,660 
(Forecast 
is  due 
later) 


41,908  35,960 
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TRUCK  CROPS 

Preliminary  estimates  of  planted  acreages  of  truck  crops  and  growers' 
intentions  to  plant  some  intermediate  and  late  crops  indicate  a  combined 
acreage  of  17  commercial  vegetable  crops  grown  for  market,  exclusive  of  Early 
Irish  potatoes,  only  slightly  greater  than  in  1936.     Unfavorable  weather  con- 
ditions and  storm  damages  resulted  in  a  considerable  abandonment  of  planted 
acreages  and  a  failure  of  growers  to  complete  intentions  to  plant  in  Southern 
States.     The  rate  of  increase  in  acreage  this  year,  therefore,  is  likely  to  be 
less  then  the  average  of  recent  years.  : 

Delayed  development  of  commercial  truck  crops  in  many  areas  occasioned 
by  unfavorable  growing  condition  and  rain  damage  in  Southern  States,  retarded 
or  checked  the  usual  seasonal  declines  in  prices  of  a  number  of  commodities 
during  the  month  ended  May  15.     Price  advances  more  than  offset  declines  during 
this  period. 

Ilore  recently  markets  for  many  of  the  major  commodities  have  weakened. 
As  the  season  progresses  and  marketings  attain  volume,  early  season  crops, 
including  snap  beans,  cabbage,  cucumbers,  peppers,  and  tomatoes,  may  be  ex- 
pected to  continue  to  decline  seasonally. 

ASPARAGUS:  Decreased  production  expected.  Total  production  of  asparagus 
this  year  is  expected  to  be  less  than  a  year  ago.     Although  the  country's  total 
commercial  acreage  for  cutting  is  slightly  above  the  1936  harvested  acreage, 
plant  growth  was  retarded  by  prolonged  cool  spring  weather  and  yields  will  be 
correspondingly  lower.    Production  in  the  late  States  this  year  is  indicated 
to  be  6  percent  less  -than  in  1936.     Slight  decreases  in  production  are  ind.icatei 
for  several  of  the  Central  and  Western  States.     The  indicated  production  in 
Mew  Jersey,  most  important  source  of  the  late  crop,  and  practically  all  of  the 
other  eastern  States  show  slight  increases. 

Prices  thus  far  during  1937  have  averaged  higher  than  last  year.  With 
decreased  production  indicated  for  the  late  States,  prices  for  the  remainder 
of  the  season  are  likely  to  average  higher  than  a  year  earlier. 

SNAP  BEANS:  Production  increased.  Snap  bean  prices  usually  decline 
seasonally  from  April  to  June.    This  season,  however,  because  of  light  supplies 
following  severe  rain  damage  to  the  Florida  crop,  prices  were  maintained  at 
relatively  high  levels  from  the  second  week  in  April  to  mid-May. 

Production  of  spring  crop  snap  beans  in  the  second  early  group  of  States 
is  expected  to  be  20  percent  larger  than  last  year's  production.  Acreages 
were  increased  in  the  important  producing  States,  Louisiana,  Mississippi  and 
South  Carolina,  but  yields  are  indicated  to  be  below  average  in  all  States 
but  Mississippi. 

As  supplies  increase  from  these  second  early  States,  seasonal  declines 
may  be  expected. 

CABBAGE:  Present  prices  above  year  agp_.     Cabbage  prices  rose  from  the 
second  week  of  April  to  a  peak  in  early  May  as  supplies  from  the  early  pro- 
ducing States  tapered  off.    More  recently  markets  weakened  as  shipments  from 
Mississippi,  an  important  source  of  the  second  early  crop,   increased  in  volume. 
Production  from  the  second  early  States  this  year  is  indicated  to  be  7  percent 
greater  than  in  1936,  and  the  estimated  acreage  in  the  intermediate  States 
shows  an  increase  of  3  percent. 
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Seasonal  price  declines  nay  be  expected  to  continue.     Present  prices 
are  above  those  of  a  year  ago,  but  it  is  not  likely  that  this  situation  will 
continue  for  many  weeks.     The  1336  crop  from  the  intermediate  States  was  cut 
short,  by  drought  and  prices  during  the  summer  rose  to  unusually  high  levels. 
The  indications,  therefore,  are  that  prices  this  summer  will  average  less  than 
those  of  a  year  ago. 


Cabbage:    Prices  per  lettuce  crate,  carloads,  f.o.b. ,  shipping  points 

specified  periods 


Shipping 
point 

week  ended 

Month 

:  Hay  16, 
1936 

:  Apr.  17, 
:  1937 

:  Hay  15, 
:  1937 

:  Apr. 
:  1936 

:  Apr. 
:  1937 

Crystpl  Springs,  Miss. 

1/  1.75 

Lower  Hio  Grande,  Tex. 

1.50 

1.14 

1.56 

1/    Average  for  4  days. 


CANTALOUPS:     Increase  in  early  production.     The  acreage  planted  to  early 
cantaloups  in  tne  Imperial  Valley,  California,  where  practically  all  the  early 
crop  is  produced,  is  24  percent  larger  than  last  year,  but  the  indicated  yield 
is  10""  percent  smaller  than  a  year  ago.     Production  is  forecast  at  4,200,000 
crates  (standard  45' s)  compared  with  3,755,000  crates  harvested  in  1936.  Al- 
though this  year's  acreage  and  indicated  production  is  considerably  larger  than 
last  year  it  is  still  below  the  5-year  (1928-32)  average. 

Planted  acreage  in  Imperial  Valley,  California,  showed  a  distinct  up- 
ward trend  from  1922  to  1931,   after  which  the  trend  appears  to  have  been 
reversed.     The  1936  acreage  was  the  smallest  since  1921. 

Acreage  in  the  second  early  group  of  States  is  estimated  to  be  11  percent 
smaller  than  the  1936  acreage  and  4  percent  smaller  than  average. 

CUCUl'EBSES:     Smaller  production  indicated.  Both  acreage  and  indicated 
yield  per  acre  of  s~orin^  cro-o  cucumbers  in  Florida  and  Texas  are  below  estimates 
for  1936.     The  indicated  production  shows  a  22  percent  decrease.     Acreage  in 
the  5  other  early  States,  Alabama,  California,  Georgia,  Louisiana  and  South 
Carolina,   show  a  decrease  of  13  percent. 

Thus  far  this  season,   supplies  have  been  light  and  prices  relatively 
high.     Seasonal  declines  may  be  exaected  as  shipments  increase  from  Plorida  and 
Texas.    Put  with  prospects  for  lower  production  this  year  it  is  likely  that 
arices  will  average  higher  than  in  1936. 

ONION'S :    Early  crop  smaller  than  last  year.     As  a  result  of  unfavorable  { 
growing  conditions  in  Texas  during  Aaril  the  forecast  of  the  1937  production 
of  onions  in  the  early  States  v/as  revised  downward  and  is  now  indicated  to  be 
37  percent  less  than  the  large  crop  harvested  in  1936. 
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Prices  of  new  crop  onions  usually  decline  sharply  from  April  to  the 
middle  of  Hay  and  then  hold  steady  as  supplies  decrease  from  the  earlier  sections, 
the  most  important  area  of  which  is  South  Texas.    Prices  often  average  higher 
in  June  than  in  May. 

Prices  have  held  steady  in  recent  weeks.     Shipments  probably  Will  decrease 
the  latter  part  of  Hay  and  then  increase  in  June  as  the  movement  attains  volume 
from  north  Texas.     With  a  substantial  decrease  in  acreage  over  1936  in  the  early 
States,  and  with  yields  of  the  Texas  crop  indicated  to  "be  lower  than  in  1936  or 
average,  it  is  very  likely  that  prices  this  year  will  average  considerably  higher 
than  in  1936,  and  may  show  improvement  soon. 


Onions:    Prices  per  50-pound  sack,  carloads,  f.o.b.,  cash  track 
shipping  points,   specified  weeks 


Crop  and 
locality 

Week  ended 

Month 

May  16, 
1936 

:  Apr.  17,  : 

:     "1937  : 

May  15,  : 
1937  : 

Apr. 

1936 

Apr. 
:  1937 

Yellow  Bermudas 

:  .39 

1/  .88 

.47 

.92 

Crystal  City,  Tex.  .. 

•  33 

y  .88 

.46 

2f  .95 

Crystal  TThite  la.x  " 

:  .45 

1/1.09 

.64 

1.13 

Crystal  City,  Tex.  .. 

:  .38 

yi.ii 

.57 

1/1.06 

1/  Average  for  4  days. 
2/    Average  for  2  days. 


PEAS:     Larger  production  expectei.     Production  of  green  peas  in  North 
Carolina  and  Virginia,  the  two  earliest  shipping  States  of  the  intermediate 
group,  is  indicated  to  "be  37  percent  larger  than  last  year's  crop.     The  acreage 
shows  a  decrease  from  1936,  but  yields  are  expected  to  he  larger,  .the  cool  and 
wet  weather  during  the  spring  having  been  beneficial  to  the  aea  crop. 

17ATE3HEL0NS:     Larger  acre  a,  .:e  indicated.     Preliminary  estimates  of  planted 
acreage  in  the  early  and  second-early  States  and  growers'   intentions  to  plant 
in  the  late  States  indicate  that  the  total  acreage  of  the  commercial  watermelon 
crop  in  the  United  States  will  be  5  percent  larger  than  the  1936  acreage  and  13 
percent  larger  than  the  5-year  average. 

Production  of  watermelons  in  the  two  early  States,  Plorida  and  the 
Imperial  Valley  section  of  California,  is  forecast  at  9,375,000  melons  compared 
with  8,942,000  melons  harvested  in  1936  —  an  increase  of  about  5  percent.  In 
Plorida  the  prospective  crop  is  9  percent  above  the  1936  production;  although 
acreage  was  increased  22  aercent,  yields  are  indicated  to  be  lower  than  a  year 
ago  and  lower  than  average. 

Preliminary  estimates  of  acreage  in  the  second-early  States  indicate 
an  increase  of  4  percent  over  last  year. 
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Truck  crops:  Acreage  and  production,  average  1928-32,  annual  1936  and  1937 


Commodity        ;   Acreage    ^       "    ':    Production 

and  group        'Average'  '  1937     '        .     '  Average 


:  ^cres  ;Acre_s  '  Acres  : 

Asparagus    1/      :  :  1,000  : 

Early  •  74  ,  550  7  9  ,  900  78  ,  760  cerates  :  7,249  7,925  7,097 

Late   :  24,550  27,560  28,810:     "  :  2,011  5,045  2,868 

Total   :"  99,080  107,260  107,570:     "  :"  9,260  10,968  9,965 

Beans,  snap          :  '        :  1,000  : 

Fall   :  12,000  14,900  21 ,100 :busnels:  1,015  1,295  1,986 

Early  (1)    ....:     9,660  50,000  50,000:     "  :  936  1,800  1,950 

Early  (2)   :  27,460  31,500  20,800:     »  :  2,261  2,773  1,976 

Second  early  . :  20,150  25,670  26,080:     »  :  1,595  1,509  1,576 

Total  4  groups  69  ,270  100,070  97,980:     »  :  5,605  7,177  7,488 

Beets                    :  :  ; 

Early  :     4,710  7,400  5,600:     »  :       2/      830      2/    1,036  868 

Second  early  . :     2,590  1,450  1,550:     »  :  264  192  213 

Total  2  groups:     7,100  "8,850  6,950:     »  :  1,094  1,228  1,081 

Cabbage                :  :  : 

Tall   :        810  1,920  2,800:  tons  :  5,900  9,500  22,200 

Early  :  37  ,  560  5  7,100  58  ,  000:     «  :  2/  211,000      2/507,500  527,900 

Second  early..:  13,810  18,300  18,800:     "  :  2_/    80,700      2/  92,100  98,900 

Intermediate..:  25,220  32,510  53,520:     "  :        157,700  160,400 

Late   :  71,750  74,050  5/80 ,100 :     "  ;  2/  571,600  2/519,800  

Total   : 149,150"  185,860  195,220:     "  12/1,026,900  2/1,089,100  - 

Cantaloups           :  :  1,000  : 

Early  :     44,530     24,350     50,190  crates:  6,614  5,755  4,200 

Second  early  .: _40_,_640_  44,210  59,150:       "  :  5,562  4,720  

Total   :  85,170"  68,560  69,540:       "  :  12,176  8,475  

Carrots                :  '  :  1,C00  : 

Fall   '.:     5,280  7,100  10  ,  400  :bushels :  1,851  5,557  4,576 

Early  :     8,470  11,000  8,800:     "  :       2/  1,840      2/    1,877  1,555 

Second  early.  . :  8,550  12,500  10,060:     "  :       2/  5,452      z/    5,770  4,070 

Total  3  groups:  20,300  3~0~400  29,260:     "  :  7,105  10,984  10,179 

Cauliflower          :  :  1,000  : 

Fall  and  winter    7,990  8,800  8,150:  crates:  2,261  1,952  2,336 

Early  :__§j_6jQ  8,650  7,900:     "  :  2,255  2,491  2,155 

Total  2  group s :  16 , 620  17 , 450  1 6 , 0 50 :     »  •  4,496  4,445     "  4,469 

Celery                   :  :  ; 

Fall  and  winter    7,180  9,050  9,500:     »  :  1,240  1,558  1,520 

Early   :     7  ,  620  8  ,  900  10,0  50:     »  :  2,533  2,538  2,654 

Second  early  . :     1,000  1,900  1,750:     »  :  590   969  8^4 

Total  3  groups:  15,800  19", 850  21,500":     "  :  4,565"   5,045  5,0  28 

Cucumbers              :  :  1,000  : 

Fall   :     1,390  1,600  1 , 600  :bushels:  104  160  64 

Early  (1)   ....:  14,630  12,600  11,300:     "  :  1,128  776  605 

Early  (2)    ....:  12,290  12,550  10,750:     »  :  1 , 289  1,059  

Total  5  groups  :"  28,510  26,530  23,650:     "  :  2,421  1,975  

Eggplant               :  "  :  : 

Fall   :     1,170  980  1,350:     "  :  210  153  245 

Early  (Fla.)..:  910  600  500  :     "  :   2^6  240  150 

Total  2  groups:     2,030  1,580  1,850:     »  ;"  466  575  ?9t> 


Continued  - 
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Track  crops: 


Acreage  and  production,  average  1928-32,  annual  1936  and  1937 

Cent fd 


-ng. 


  ,  -L  —  "   ■    —  *— "         —  —  - 

£/  Includes  some  quantities  not  harvested  on  account  of  market  conditions. 

Based  on  growers'  intentions  to  plant. 
4/  Short  t:;me  average. 


:  -Acreage 

:  Production 

Commodity 
and  group 

"Average 
;  1928-32 

:  1936 

XvO  I 

m  [ prel * ) 

:  Unit 

Average 

;  1928-32  ; 

1936 

1937 
( Indi- 
cated ) 

:  Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

Lettuce 

: 

:  1,000 

Early  

:  49,740 

36,ric 

35 , 256 

: crates 

:  5,821 

2/  4,798 

5,037 

Second  early.. 

:  46,640 

61,980 

57, 453 

<  11 

:            4,855  : 

2/  7,427 

6,202 

Total  2  groups 

:  96,380 

97,990 

92,700 

11 

:  19,676 

12, 225 

11,239 

Onions 

:1,G60 

•  23,060 

34 , 9  70 

24.050 

:  sacks 

:     2/  2,308 

2/  3,302 

2,085 

Intermediate. . 

:     8 , 330 

20,40C  3A7,200 

it 

:     2/  1,337 

2 , 20  9 

—  —  _ 

:  53,040 

54,11^3/52,730 

.  11 

:     2/  9,609 

11,811 

Total  

:  84,430 

10  9 , 480 

93 , 980 

.  11 

2/  13  254 

2/  17  322 

Peas,  Green 

:  1,000 

:  6,470 

16,400 

16,20^  : 

• fau el s 

:  438 

1,300 

929 

Second  early. . 

:  29,770 

57,000 

45 , 546 

•  II 

9  1  77 

2  °44 

2  522 

Intermpdiate(l) 

:  6,320 

6,000 

5,300 

•  »» 

46? 

278 

382 

Total  5  groups 

:  42,560 

79,400 

67,04^ 

tl 

:  3,077 

4,  522 

3,833 

Peppers,  Green 

Fall   

:  2,010 

2,400 

3 ,  600 

11 

AT)  £ 

640 

Early,  (Winter)  :4/3,320 

600 

3,000  ; 

II 

A./  RS4 

132 

660 

Early (Spring) 

: 4/2, 500 

4,500 

2,200  : 

It 

1   1  25 

440 

Total  3  groups 

:  7,400 

7,500 

8,800  : 

II  ■ 

t  nop. 

1     RO  7 

J.  ,  r  tv 

Spinach 

Eall   

■  2,940 

2,900 

2,600  : 

OO  Q 

ooo 

7  fin 

30,860 

51,450 

62,000  : 

/ ,  oyy 

v  ,  c  y  0  • 

-1  1  PAQ 

J.x ,  o4ty 

Second  Early. . 
ToS&^s3  groups 

:    8 , 900 

11,490 

10,710  : 

11  « 

0  nr\ 

d  ,  /vo 

^  n  rq 
0 ,  u  oy 

42,700 

~6b~,B4TT 

75,1*10  : 

•  f  1  , 

J— L  fXVCj 

"1  R  AQQ 

Fall   

4,010 

7,300 

11,700  : 

It 

256 

584 

444 

10 , 990 

11,000 

19,200  : 

tl 

1,218  : 

990 

1,344 

Early  (2)   : 

27,880 

35,200 

27,000  : 

It  • 

d  ,  ecu 

1  Q40 

Second  Early  . : 

34 , 880 

44,150 

51,600  : 

tl  . 

3,540  • 

.3,435 

Total 

77,760 

97  ,650 

109,500  : 

tt  . 

7,078 

7,646 

Watermelons  : 

1,000  : 

Early  : 

41,460. 

23 , 500 

27,000  : 

melons  : 

15,202 

8,942 

9 , 375 

Second  early  . : 

.151,230 

169,200 

175, 50^  : 

ti  • 

2/  39,858 

33,826 

45  , 310 

63,900  3/67,200  : 

ti  . 

16,714 

20 ,571 

Total   : 

256,600 

269,700  : 

tt 

71,774 

63,339 
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Truck  crops:  '/Wholesale  prices,  at  Chicago  and  lew  York,  specified  weeks 


Commodi ty 
and 
State 


Unit 


crate 
ii 
n 
ii 

"bushel 
ii 


Asparagus (Medium) : 

Calif  ; 

S.  C  : 

II.  J  : 

III  : 

Beans,  snap  : 

Fla.   (green)  . . : 

Fla.  (wax)  . . . . : 
Beans,  lima  : 

Fla  :  "  ■ 

Beets      ■  : 

3tex*   :     g  lettuce  crate 

Cabbage         ..  : 

Miss. (domestic) • 

Tex.  (domestic) : 

S.J.  (pointed)  : 
.Carrots  : 


lettuce  crate 
ii 


Calif.  .  

Cauliflower 

Oaiil  

Celery  : 

Fla  :  10"  cr.  .4-10  doz. 


Is  "bush.  hmp. 
lettuce  crate-6  doz. 
crate 


Calif  

Cucumbers 

Fla  

Eggplant 

Fla.  

Lettuce 

Ariz  

Calif  

Onions 

Tex. (Yellow 
Bermudas)  . 
Peas 

Calif  

Miss  

S  *  C ♦ 
Peppers 

-9  .•».... 
Sweet  uotatoes 


3  crate 
bushel 


Is  bush,  crate 


crate  4-5' s 

11  11 


Spinach 
Tex.  . 
Va.  .. 
IT.  J.  , 
111.  . 

Tomatoes 
Fla.  . 
Tex.  ., 


Mex, 


Chicago 


iVeek  ended 


New  York 


Week  ended 


:May  15 

•    1  Q^A 
.    1  i)OD 

Apr. 17: May  15. 
:  1937  :  1937  - 

May  16:  Apr.  17:?. 
1936  :  1937  : 

:ay  15 

1  QrKr7 

1  yo  1 

:  Dols. 

Dols. 

Doi  s . 

Dols . 

Do  is . 

Dols. 



3.20 

2.88 

3.19 

c, .  UD 

1.71 

2.31 

.  i  1 1  ip, 

,  XJ  1  .  ID 

1.62 

3.22 

2/3.50 

1.65 

2.71 

O  .  L  0 

2/2.00 

«  2.17 

3.25 

2.84 

3.75  2/4.12 

4.31 

3.42 

4.88 

•  1.08 

1.28 

1.77 

1.07 

1.36 

2.16 

':-1.42 

2.64 

1.56 



3.15 

oil  %Q 
c>J  X  .  O  O 

2.39 

2.60 

1.58 

2.78 

.82 

.98 

84. 

.  00 

1.61 

2.08 

2.64 

3.30 

c, .  o<c 

T   1  A. 

0  .  o - 

1.49 

1.43 

1.72 

1.66 

1.69 

2.85 

2.38 

2.60 

2.83 

1.85 

2.21 

3.19  3/1.3-1  3/1.55 

2.96 

4.22 

2.83 

3.44 

5.7C 

2.65 

2.88 

2.75 

2.02 

2.71 

2.68 

2.66 


2.08 


3.32  2.62 


2.85  2/3.12 
4.20 


50- lb.  sack  : 

.86 

1.97 

1.40 

.80 

1.82 

1.34 

bushel  : 

1.48 

3.06 

1.96 

1.60 

3.17 

2.18 

11          '  . 

1.28 

3.10 

1.56 

1.35 

1.81 

11           '  . 

1.00 

2.67 

1.44 

lg  "bush.  hmp.  : 

2.50 

3.22 

4.75 

2.10  '  • 

2.42 

4.50 

50-lb.  crate  : 

2.64 

2.65 

1.72 

"bushel  hmp.  : 

1.06 

1.81 

1.82 

bushel  : 

.90 

.87 

11  . 

I"  2/ 

.75 

.79 

.58  3/ 

.60 

.54 

it  . 

.58 

.52 

11 

.51  2/ 

.53 

1.00 

lugs  -  6  x  6  : 

3.42  3/3.00  2/3.25 

2.75 

2.92 

2.92 

11  .ii 

4/3.00 

2.80  2/2.25 

2.33 

11  11 

3.29  4/ 4. CO 

4/3.44 

3.33 

3.22 

Wl  ^0tt^'7r-  Section,  Pyramid  crates,  2  dozJr.     2/  One  quotation. 
0/  Based  on  fair  quality  stock*     4/    Based  on  Tew  sales,  best  stock. 
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TEUCK  CROPS  POP  I.1ANUPACTUPE 

Early  reports  fron  canners  and  manufacturers  of  8  important  vegetables 
indicate  that  the  total  combined  acreage  contracted  or  to  he  contracted- for  in 
1937  is  ahout  2  percent  larger  than  that  planted  to  these  vegetables  in  1936 
and  the  largest  on  record.     Sharp  increases  are  noted  in  the  acreages  to  he 
planted  to  lima  beans  and  beets  for  canning,  and  to  cucumbers  for  pickles, 
while  only  slight  increases  are  indicated  in  acreages  of  snap  beans,  sweet  corn, 
green  peas,  and  spinach.     Tomatoes  for  manufacture  is  the  only  crop  for  which 
a  slight  decrease  in  intended  acreage  is  indicated* 


Since  a  large  proportion  of  the  cabbage  used  in  the  manufacture  of  kraut 
is  purchased  on  the  open  market,  no  definite  information       to  the  total 
acreage  of  cabbage  intended  to  be  grown  for  this  purpose  is  yet  available.  The 
acreage  contracted  or  to  be  contracted- for  is  indicated  to  be  about  17  percent 
larger  than  the  1936  slanted  acreage.     Liktwise,  no  information  as  to  the  total 
acreage  of  asparagus  that  will  be  cut  for  canning  purposes  is  yet  available, 
but  the  total  acreage  available  for  harvesting  for  market  and  canning  in  the 
Delta  area  of  California,  where  most  of  the  asparagus  for  canning  is  produced, 
is  indicated  to  be  slightly  larger  than  in  1936.    Production  of  asparagus  for 
market  and  canning  in  California,  however,  is  indicated  to  be  11  percent  less 
than  in  1936  and  slightly  below  average. 

Although  the  information  available  includes  only  the  acreage  intended  to 
be  contracted- for  or  mlanted  by  canners  and  manufacturers,  .and  not  acreages 
actually  planted  and  remaining  for  harvest,  it  indicates  that,  in  general,  the 
tendency  is  to  increase  the  output  of  these  vegetables  over  what  was  produced 
in  1936.     With  average  growing  conditions,  most  of  these  expanded  acreages 
would  produce  larger  tonnages  than  were  actually  harvested  in  1936.     The  general 
outlook,  therefore,  is  for  slightly  increased  supplies  of  most  canned  and 
manufactured  vegetables  in  1937  over  those  of  1936. 

Vegetables  for  canning  or  manufacture:  Planted  acreage,  1933-1936, 

and  intended  acreage,  1937 


Crop 


Lima  beans 
Snap  beans 
Beets 


Sweet  corn  .  .  . 
Cucumbers  for 
Creen  meas  .  . . 


pickles 


Spinach 
Tomatoes 

TOTAL  above  crops 
Asparagus,  Delta  area 
of  Calif.  ...  .Total 
Market 
Canning- 
kraut  : 

Total  

Contract. 
Open  mkt. 


Cabba-e  fc 


Planted 

acreage 

Intended 

1937  as 

:     1933  : 

1934  : 

1935 

:  1936 

1937 

of  1935 

'•  Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres  l 

Acres 

Percent 

=  17,460 
:  42,890 
:  4,260 

25,250 
47,860 
7,840 

29 , 220 
51,730 
9,010 

34,440 
55,910 
10,080 

46,380 
:  58,050 
11,320. 

.     134. 7 
103.8 
112.3 

:  208,440 
:     62 , 700 
:  228,300 

323,590 
89,670 
280,390 

418,990 
103,740 
341,360 

444,370 
100,250 
337,050 

:  450,720 
110,990. 
•  347,050 

:  101.4 
110.7 
102.  3 

:  8,200 
:  296.250 

13,420 
435.620 

13,410 
510,150 

12,970 
477,100 

:  13,170 
461,550: 

101.5 
96.7 

:  868.500  1.223.640  1,477,610 

1.472,170. 

1,499,230 

101.8 

:  70,900 
:  22,110 
:  48,790 

Harvested 
66,900 
24,490 
42,410 

acreage 
64,340 
15,840 
48 , 500 

61,260 
19,040 
42 , 220 

!  62,020 

:  16,440 
:       8 , 250 
:  8,190 

25,710 
13,080 
12.530 

16,500 
8,210 

8,290 

18,810 
7,390 

11,420 

1/9,850 

  ^  ^  ..HI  ^  .    »  ^  ,  -J-  ~>  <J  -»-  >s  »        ^-  w  ~  1     '  — —  

1/  Planted  acreage;  compares  with  8,410  acres  in  1936  and  8,630  acres  in  1935. 


A 


